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THE MIRACLE DOLLAR CAMPUS 


a. Hi 


Thousands of Christians across the country and beyond have glorified God for the 
“Miracle Dollar”! But God’s Glory, we believe, will not be fully manifested until it can 
be proclaimed that the “Miracle Dollar Campus” belongs wholly to Him who so 
gloriously wrought the “Miracle”! 


What God Gave Must Be “Wholly His!” 


When Providence Bible Institute outbid the Order of the Brothers 
of the Sacred Heart of New England by ONE SINGLE DOLLAR 
—the “Miracle Dollar”—God’s people sent in $181,001 toward 
the purchase price of $331,001. The title was thus secured, but 
a bank mortgage of $150,000 was assumed. 


Additional gifts and pledges to lift the mortgage received up to 
this time—$65,000. To lift the mortgage by January 22, 1952, 
there is still needed $85,000 in cash. 


Let us all pray that what God gave will be “Wholly His”. In this 
way, He will be fully glorified in the “Miracle Dollar Campus”. 


PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


100 STATE STREET PROVIDENCE &, R. 1. 





MIRACLE DOLLARS WILL “LIFT’— AND 
EVEN ONE MIRACLE DOLLAR WILL HELP 


PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE 

100 State Street, Providence 8, Rhode Island | 
With the enclosed gift I want to take the 
“ALMOST” out of the picture so that the | 
“MIRACLE DOLLAR CAMPUS” will be 
“WHOLLY THE LORD’S”. | 
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THE GIFT 


You, like thousands of other Christians, can solve your financial problems in 

this unique way. By placing your funds ($100, $500, $1000 and upward) in 

Moody annuities you are assured of generous, unchanging financial returns for 

the rest of your life . . . and yet you have the satisfaction of knowing that . 

— your gifts you are training young men and women to win souls for 
rist. 


Complete satisfaction and assurance will be yours by Having returns not 
affected by business ups and downs, and not requiring the worrisome attention 
usual investments do. Yet you will experience joy, because your gift makes 
possible the spread of the gospel to the ends of the earth—through Moody- 
trained missionaries, gospel-science films and the other world-wide Moody 
ministries. 





THE RECORD 


The Institute’s 44-year record of paying all dividends, without fail, on the due 
date assures every annuitant of unchanging and dependable returns. A large 
reserve fund, plus the corporate assets of the Institute, are back of all Moody 
annuity agreements. Thousands have attested to the peace of mind brought 
| about by the regularity of their annuity checks. 


THE DIVIDEND 


| At regular intervals throughout your lifetime you will receive a check, the 

amount of which will be based on your age when the agreement is issued. And 

} : don’t forget—there is more than just the financial return . . . you receive another 

| » dividend, for your funds are helping take the gospel to those who have never 
heard it. 


THE INTERESTING BOOKLET Moody Bible Institute, 820 N. La Salle St., Chicago 10, Ill. 
Dousie Divipenns, TELLS | Dept. ET 11 

YOU ALL ABOUT THE MOODY { [1] Please send me DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, the story of the 
ANNUITY PLAN, HOW IT can @ a = — eg eRe ee 
BE ARRANGED TO SUIT YOUR | am inte in stewar in its relation . 
CIRCUMSTANCES AND PROVIDE Please send me folder, “Where There's a Will. 
POSSIBLE TAX EXEMPTIONS. ada EY 2 RS. eee dg Nida aateaethoterenssnstioes 


for your Free copy 
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WORK AMONG KOREAN POW’S 

Many, many thanks for your recent gift ; 
of $57.00 from Erernity readers for the 
work here. We have graduated 600 from 
: WASHINGTON, D. C. ATLANTA, GA. the New Testament Bible Correspondence 























; PRYOR STREET Course, have 500 new enrollments and 
+ WHEN IN THE NATION'S CAPITAL, VISIT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH even a larger number of Old Testament 
: GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH ces paver ST., 3.8. ATLANTA, GA. students. It is certainly Providential that 
9th & Seuth Carelina Ave., S.E. George Scotchmer, Minister : so many men are being given the time to 
DR. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, ' aa Sunday Services — 11:00 A.M. — 7:30 P.M. thus systematically study the Word of God 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. Mid-week Prayer and Bible Study, Wed., 7:30 P.M. and prepare themselves for fruitful Chris- 
WHERE THE — FASHIONED GOSPEL IS A Bible-Centered Ministry 9 Blocks From tian service upon their release. I am con- 
PReacuEe Downtown Aélanta fident the Evernity friends add their 
prayers. to their gifts that the work done 
MIAMI BEACH; FLORIDA PHILADELPHIA, PA. here may be deep, genuine, and lasting. 
With all good wishes, I am 
. MIAMI ae ee. ee ~ oy beg Gratefully yours in Christ, 
Convenient downtown location Rev. Harotp VoELKEL. 9 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Open the year around 
\iitomi "Beak, Florida Cee Sere ee ae ame. Mr. Voelkel has been a missionary of 
SS the 5 ay puase Internationally-known Bible Expositor, Tenth Presbyterian Church in Korea for 
Blessed Hope Radio Preacher and Author 22 years and is now working among pris- 
Editor, Eternity Magazine oners of war. Any further contributions 
for his work may be sent to him through 
nln ie ae lr OCEANSIDE, L. I., N. Y. i 1716 Spruce St., Philadelphia 3, 
enna. 
—_— Rene IST CHURCH WINDSOR AVENUE 
7th Avenue, lecal Subway te 78th Swrect Station BIBLE CHURCH ALL OF GRACE 
ARTHUR B. WHITING, Paster OCEANSIDE, L. I., N. Y. It was with reluctance that the Editor 
:, ee FRANK J. VURTURE, Pastor permitted the publication of a letter to a 
* Evening Wership— 8 P.M. The Church With A Warm Welcome correspondent telling the story of his 
mother’s conversion. But the embarrass- 











ment of seeing such a personal matter in 
print was in no small measure erased when 
another letter came in from a Christian | 


A CRUEL WINTER AND DARK NIGHT GRIPS | isrtierosacsozs" ° 7" mee : 
SUFFERERS BEHIND IRON CURTAIN bg tye gh ye ee 


writes, “—-mine. My father died when I 








We are still in contact with suffering Hebrew Christians in Com- was seven. Some time later my mother 

munist countries. We do all we can to help them. The fear, the remarried. It was during the days of pro- 

hunger, that have gripped these brethren of our Lord, are un-, hibition and the man she married was 

: imaginable. One of these, acknowledging a food supply sent in somehow involved in producing liquor. A 

k October, wrote: “I tremble when I think of this winter. We shall woman can’t participate in the kind of life 

, be very cold! The inadequate nourishment, the lack of lard, renders such people lead without a gradual dis- 

cold even more intolerable. Yes, 2 very dark night is falling upon integration of character and standards. My 

us all, and only our faith in God gives us strength to endure. mother first hated, then tolerated, then 

Your parcels were of great benefit to us. They supplemented our accepted all that was implied in such a life. 

£ inadequate diet, so that for some time we did not suffer the She began to drink, and since she was 
fe scourges of hunger. Alas, we are now gnawing at the end of them, emotionally unstable anyway, as the drink- 9 

é and the spectre of starvation shows again its weird face. Please do ing progressed it intensified her instability. 

3 drive away this spectre by sending again a food parcel. I am sorry “I had no home life. In its place I sub- 

’ ? to burden you, but the hungry mouths around me compel me to stituted the home life of my friends. I 

REV. JACOB PELTZ send this $.O.S. call!” knew no mother love. There was no sub- 


stitute for that. My adolescence was a 
nightmare. My mother would come home 
and rage and rave at me into the night and 
through the night. Many times I had to 
lock my bedroom door against her and she 
would stand outside the door and rage. In 
the middle of the night I had to get 
dressed, leave the house and not return 


In addition to these sufferers in Europe, we beg of you to also pray for and help us relieve 
our needy Hebrew Christian brethren in the Holy Land where there is so much suffering 
because of the critical food shortage. Our relief operations not only save from starvation, 
but strengthen the faith of these Hebrew Christians and enable them to witness amongst 
their unconverted brethren. Please send your gift now. 


“ 


$10.00 will pay for a big, nutritious CARE food parcel 


OST 


for a needy family in Europe or in Israel until morning when she was quieted down. 

$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian orphan “By my late teens, nervous tension had 

in our Children’s Home in Germany taken such a toll that the doctor who has 

~ remained my friend through the years, 

An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be gladly sent on request. brought me back several times from the 
verge of a physical breakdown. A Jewess 

Address communications te: and an unbeliever, my doctor has com- 


mented often that only a miracle brought 

THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE me through those Prd dreadful an t 
USA. , normal adul i 

4919 North | Avense "EV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B.,.D., Secretary 91 Bellevue Avenue “It was the miracle of God’s infinite 

Chicago 25, ! Dept. N Toronto, Ontario love and grace that gave me the assurance 

of salvation in my early teens and that 
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‘ enabled me to walk in the midst of such 


an atmosphere, yet remain apart, . un- 
touched and completely protected from the 
kind of hurt that might so easily have 
come to me. He calls out some of His own 
from Christian families, and others He 
snatches right out from the hands of the 
Devil.” 


The contrast is indeed an illustration of 
the grace of God, and we can all thank 
Him for His work for us. We who have 
had the blessing of a Christian home are 
doubly responsible. 


A READER SINCE 1931 

I have been a reader of Revelation, and 
now Eternity since Volume 1, Number 1, 
and in recent years I have filed away many 
of the articles in your paper. My only com- 
plaint is that there are so many good 
things, that when I get through with the 
magazine there isn’t much left to throw 
away, but all seems to end up in my files. 


Tue Rev. Doucras A. CLARK 
First Baptist Church- 
Morris, New York 


SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of Eternity: 
January 6-11—Dawson Memorial Baptist 
Church, Birmingh Alab ; January 
13-18—First Baptist Church, Dothan, Ala- 
bama; January 20-25—Civic Auditorium, 
Sarasota, Florida; January 27-February 1— 
First Evangelical United Brethren Church, 
Tampa, Florida. 

Robert R. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor, English 
Bible, Muhlenberg College, Allentown: Janu- 
ary 6-11—Lutheran Church, Audubon, New 
Jersey. 

Vance Havner, Writer and Bible Conference 
Speaker: January 6-11—Immanual Baptist 
Church, Pasadena, California; January 13-20 
—Church of the Open Door, Torrey Confer- 
ence, Bible Institute of Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles, California; January 21-27—First 
Baptist Church, El Paso, Texas; January 28- 





February 3—First Baptist Church, Monahans, 


Texas. 

William A. Mierop, President, Philadelphia 
Bible Institute, Philadelphia: January 5— 
East Chester County Youth for Christ, Mal- 
vern, Pennsylvania; January 6—Old Green- 
wich Presbyterian Church, Stewartsville, New 
Jersey; January 12—Port Norris Youth for 
Christ, Port Norris, New Jersey; January 13 
—Pawling Chapel, Pawling, Pennsylvania; 
January 19-20—York Gospel Center, York, 
Pennsylvania; January 21—Havertown Bible 
Institute Alumni, Havertown, Pennsylvania; 
January 26—Salem County Youth for Christ, 
Salem, New Jersey; January 27—Newfield 
Baptist Church, Newfield, New Jersey. 





Women’s Christian Medical College 
Ludhiana, India 
Training young Indian women te become 
decters, nurses, dispensers, mid-wives 
The new Government of India is demanding an 
upgrading of this medical college by 1952. If 
this is not done it will mean that this sound, 
evangelical work of over fifty years may fall in- 
to the hands of non-Christians. We need 
AT ONCE for equipment, scholarships, our 
Surgeon’s salary. 
Miss Lucy Powel, See-Treas., R.D. 3, Nerristewa, Pa. 




















New and Used Religious Books 
© Complete Order Service 
¢ Out-of-Print Titles Located 


e New Sets and Books at only 2 cash 
via the exchange method 


Lists and catalogs free, write to 
STILSON'S BOOK EXCHANGE 
1053 North California Ave., Chicago 22, Ill. 
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\a! BROOK cidapes | 


“You can’t make God 
an elective subject.”—So 
said former President Richmond of 
Union College. Believing this, Stony 





Brook School has for its chief objective the 
development of Christian manhood through the Gospel 


BIBLE-CENTERED 


a | ee 


— 


CURRICULUM 


@ Sound Education 
@ Christian Teachers 
@ Respect for Authority 


@ Spiritual Things Come First 
@ Healthy, Wholesome Mode of Living 


Stony Brook is a college preparatory school for boys and runs 
from the seventh through the twelfth grade. The school often 


accepts new boys in January. For 
information address 


a catalogue, or further 


FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Litt.D., D.D., HEADMASTER, Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 
PLEASE MENTION ETERNITY 











2635 LENAPE ROAD 





MOST WONDERFUL THING HAS HAPPENED 


GOD HAS SPOKEN 


Do you know what He has said? 


Do you know His Word? 


You can know it! Our excellent Bible Study Leaflets will open His Word to you. They cover 
important subjects of Scripture—just what you need for your Bible Study Group. Let us 
send you our descriptive folder by mail without obligation. 


MISSIONARIES can now get these wonderful lessons, free 
and post paid, in FRENCH, SPANISH and JAPANESE. 


THE UNION BIBLE STUDY 


Write today to—Box Y 


ASSOCIATION 
PHILADELPHIA 31, PA. 
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LEARNING 
The assistant professor of Slavic 
languages at Harvard told two girls 


in his class in Russian that they per- . 


fectly illustrated two different meth- 
ods of learning a language. He said 
that if it were possible to combine 
the two, it would be the perfect way 
of learning a language. The first girl 
dived in without shyness, made a 
horrible hodge-podge of what she 
was Saying, but used every word in 
her vocabulary, slurring over the 
ease endings, and repeating every 
sentence that she could hear any- 
body else use and which she could 
apply in her conversation. The other 
girl spoke with great slowness and 
one could almost see the wheels 
going round in her head as she de- 
clined each noun before using it in 
order to get the right gender, num- 
ber, and case, and as she conjugated 
each verb to get the precise form 
that she wanted. The first girl man- 
aged to get herself understood a few 
months after the course began; the 
other one came plodding along 
slowly but very surely. Both got the 
same mark on the written work and, 
sensibly, both received the same 
mark on their oral work. There were 
two types of mind going to the same 
end in different directions. They 
would both meet in about three 
years. The rapid talker would gain 
accuracy and the slow talker would 
gain fluency. 

In the Christian life these two 
methods can be combined. When the 
life of the Christian begins there are 
those that launch out into activity, 
witnessing, working, imitating, 
while there are others who move 
slowly, hesitatingly, afraid to make 
a mistake. God oftentimes works in 
spite of the blunders of the first 
group, and he works in spite of the 
shyness of the second group. The 
perfect way of Christian living 
would be to witness immediately to 
the presence of the life of Christ 
within, and to study daily in the 
Scriptures to check the accuracy of 
all that is being done in life, and to 
put into practice everything that is 
learned from the Book. There is 
danger, in fact, if one plunges 
ahead without the careful checking 
up with the Word, and there is 
danger if one takes in too much 
without giving it out in witness. 
The true way of growth is the Holy 
Spirit leading on in the light of the 
Word, and the’ heart totally sur- 
rendered in mind to the Word and 
in activity to the leading of the 
Spirit. 
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dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the 
ministry of Eternity and The Bible Study Hour to His everlasting glory. 
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ALLEN GARDINER: 


Pioneer Missionary to Tierra del Fi uego 


By A. W. GOODWIN HUDSON 


South America was first opened 
to the influence of the Gospel in 
1812 when the yoke of Spain and 
Portugal was finally thrown off by 
the Wars of Independence and the 
American Republics were created. 
Many western countries had en- 
joyed the glorious light of the 
Reformation and the prophetic 
voices of great evangelists making 
known the Gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Following in 
the wake of the Reformation, with 
all its spiritual benefits, had also 
come the great surge of learning 
and the art of printing from which 
South America had been effectively 
sealed off by the Roman church. 


No story of missionary enterprise 
is complete without the thrilling 
record of Captain Allen Gardiner’s 
attempt to secure Chile for Christ, 
and of those who followed him. In 
the early 1800’s Allen Gardiner was 
a young and enterprising naval offi- 
cer and from a boy he had felt the 
longing to travel and explore. On 
one occasion he was discovered 
sleeping on the bare boards when 
he was supposed to have been com- 
fortably in bed. When asked the 
reason for this strange choice, he 
said that he meant some day. to 
travel all over the world, and he 
wanted to become accustomed to 
hardship. 


It was while he was serving on 
board H.M.S. Dauntless that he 
made the ‘‘great surrender’’ to 
Christ, and this mainly through 
reading a Bible he ‘‘picked up’”’ in 
a secondhand bookshop in Ports- 
mouth. 


For a while he thought of becom- 
ing a clergyman, but remained in 
the Navy. The loss of his wife, after 
only 10 years of married life, 
caused him deep and lasting sor- 
row, and seems to have brought 
about his decision to leave the Navy 
and attempt some form of mission- 
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ary work. After successful experi- 
ments in Natal, New Guinea and 
various spots in South America, 
he finally settled upon the Falkland 
Islands. This was his base for reach- 
ing out after the incredibly primi- 
tive natives of Tierra del Fuego, 
the Land of Fire. The continent of 
South America has been likened to 
a kite with its southern tip smashed 
into a thousand fragments, like a 
paper tail. Sailors of long ago must 
have seen this southerly point as a 
sharply-pointed horn, and this may 
be the origin of its present name, 
Cape Horn. 

In 1841 Gardiner settled in the 
Falkland Islands, which lie some 
300 miles from the Horn, from 
which he would explore the wild 
archipelago of large islands of Pata- 








Magellan described Patagonia as a land “stark with eternal cold.” 


gonia and Tierra del Fuego. The 
climate is bleak, cold, and tempes- 
tuous. The aborigines he was seek- 
ing were reputed to be cannibals, 
and shipwrecked sailors preferred 
suicide rather than chance their 
hospitality. Some describe the na- 
tives as ‘‘stunted, filthy, and ill- 
shaped savages, with long, jet black 
hair hanging straight down on 
either side, the forehead low over 
black oval eyes. The nose is flat and 
thick, supported by a mouth of 
great width.’’ Almost naked, but 
providentially provided with a thick 
layer of non-conducting fat, they 
lived in wretched huts. Traces of 
gentleness were found among the 
women, but the men were cruel and 
surly tyrants, fighting with more 
fury than wild beasts. 
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The Indians 


shown 
here have wrapped themselves in skins with the fur inside. They live in huts covered 


with horsehide. - 











These were the people Allen 
Gardiner, the missionary, wanted to 
win for Christ; these were the 
people Charles Darwin, the seien- 
tist, thought were the lowest form 
of human life. In 1832 this great 
English scientist accompanied Cap- 
tain Fitzroy in the ‘‘Beagle’’ with 
a view to studying the natural his- 
tory of various countries, and the 
following is a quotation from his 
book, A Naturalist’s Voyage, on the 
natives of Tierra del Fuego. ‘‘It 
was without exception the most 
curious and interesting spectacle I 
ever beheld. I could not have be- 
lieved how wide was the difference 
between savage and civilized man: 
it is greater than between a wild and 
domesticated animal, inasmuch as in 
man there is a greater power of 
improvement. 

‘‘The language of these people, 
according to our notions, scarcely 
deserves to be called articulate. 
Captain Cook has compared it to a 
man clearing his throat, but cer- 
tainly no European ever cleared his 
throat with so many hoarse, gut- 
tural, and clicking sounds. These 
poor wretches were stunted in their 
growth, their hideous faces were 
bedaubed with white paint, their 
skins filthy and greasy, their hair 
entangled, their voices discordant, 
and their gestures violent. . . . If 
attacked, instead of retiring, they 
will endeavor to dash your brains 
out with a stone, as certainly as a 
tiger under similar circumstances, 
would tear you.’’ 

Captain Allen Gardiner returned 
home in February 1843, his goods 
having been stolen and his life 
threatened, but with no thought of 
giving up the work. He tried to gain 
the co-operation of existing mission- 
ary societies, and laid his plans be- 
fore the Church Missionary Society, 
but they had no funds available. 
The Wesleyan Missionary Society 
was triéd with a similar result, and 
finally the London Missionary So- 
ciety, alsc through laek of funds, 
turned down this intrepid man. He 
then appealed to the Christian 
people of his country, and printed 
his ery for help. An extract from 
his memoirs reveals his bitter dis- 
couragement. ‘‘There seemed to be 
no infatuation on the subject of 
South America. While efforts to 
spread Christianity in other parts 
of the world were carried on with 
vigor, all animation died when 
South America was but hinted at.’’ 






However, he carried out his con- 
victions with great vigor, a Com- 
mittee was formed, and on 4th July 
1844 the Patagonian Missionary 
Society had its first meeting. Sub- 
scriptions came in, and in 1845 
Gardiner and a Mr. Robert -Hunt, 
a schoolmaster, set sail for the Land 
of Fire. He and his new companion 
were again forced to leave, but, with 
four sailors, made another attempt 
in 1848 which proved unsuccessful. 
The rigors of the climate, and the 
constant attempts of the Indians 
to plunder the little Mission Station 
at Picton Island, prevented their 
work from being established. The 
hostility of the Chief on Gardiner’s 
return became unbearable. He in- 
sisted on all his wives and children 
being supported on the Mission 
stores. Growing more 
every day, the Chief brought some 
of his children into their hut, and 
put one child into Gardiner’s arms, 
and handing another to Hunt, he 
said: ‘‘This your son.’’ The climax 
was reached when the Chief, in a 
great rage, went off to fetch his war- 
riors because one of his children had 
been refused a small tin mug. The 
two missionaries knew it was a 
pretext for their massacre, and the 
robbing of the mission huts. ‘‘We 
had endeavored to use the best 
means in our power to preserve 
ourselves and the station from 
harm, and now we betook ourselves 
to that sure refuge, the God of all 
means and the Father of the friend- 
less, assured that if it should be 
consistent with His glory, not a 
hair of our heads should be touched. 
We read the first four verses of 
Isaiah 26, and then committed our- 
selves and all our circumstances. in 
prayer to the gracious care and 
providence of our Heavenly 
Father.’’ This prayer was answered 
for, as they were together praying 
on this eventful Sunday, they heard 
frantic shouting outside from the 
Indians, and found a ship offshore. 
Gardiner hoisted a handerkerchief 
on a long stick, and was delighted 
to see the signal answered Ly an 
English flag being run up to the 
gaff of the ship. This is a sample 
incident in the apostolic labors of 
this great missionary, and in Sep- 
tember 1850, having aroused fresh 
interest in his work, he returned to 
South America for the last time. 
The little company consisted of 
Gardiner and six companions. They 
took -with them two 26-foot boats 
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with two smaller boats to enable 
them to go on shore. The party, with 
its. stores, were landed by the 
‘‘Ocean Queen’’ on Garden Island, 
but had to return quickly to the 
ship that had brought them, owing 
to the violence of the Indians. A 
little later the party of seven landed 
again and settled at Spanish Har- 
bour at the end of January 1851. 
It had been arranged that a vessel 
should reach them six months after 
their arrival, with further supplies. 
The vessel failed to come, and as the 
awful Antarctic winter drew on and 
supplies of food became exhausted, 
seurvy broke out among them. One 
after another they died of hunger 
and exposure. Captain Allen Gar- 
diner was apparently the last sur- 
vivor of the group, the first to die 
being the Cornish sailor Badcock 
who, ‘‘went home, singing in a 
loud voice, ‘Arise my soul, arise, 
shake off thy guilty fears.’ ”’ 

Gardiner himself in those closing 
days, wrote to his family letters 
full of wise and loving counsels, 
expressing his unclouded spiritual 
joy and resignation to the divine 
will. Among his last entries are 
these words: ‘‘I trust that poor 
Fuego and South America may not 
be abandoned.’’ The last entry in 
his Diary is September 5th, 1851: 
‘Great and marvelous are the lov- 
ing kindnesses of my gracious God 
unto me. He has preserved me 
hitherto, and for four days, al- 
though without bodily food, without 
any feeling of hunger or thirst .. .’’ 
In a note the next day to Mr. Wil- 
liams, in the belief he was still alive, 
he says: ‘‘Yet a little while and 
through grace we may join that 
blessed throng to sing the praises of 
Christ through all eternity. I neither 
hunger nor thirst though five days 
without food.’’ At the end of Octo- 
ber the longed-for vessel arrived, 
but too late. One by one the emaci- 
ated corpses of the seven martyrs 
were found buried or unburied, in 
different parts of the beach—Allen 
Gardiner, Richard Williams, John 
Maidment, Erwin, faithful friends 
of Gardiner, and the three Cornish 
sailors, Pearce, Badcock, and Bry- 
ant. They were the type of men 
which the Christian church never 
fails to find for desperate service in 
the cause of Christ. Books and 
papers were scattered around, and 
their preservation for three months 
has something of the miraculous 
about it. 

(To be Concluded) 
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CURRENT EVENTS IN THE LIGHT OF THE BIBLE 


1951 


By any calculation the second half of the twentieth 
century is now under way, and at the turn of the 
year we can stand off, objectively, and take a look at 
our world. As usual we shall begin at Jerusa'em and 
Judea, and continue to the uttermost parts of the 
earth,—select the most important event of the year 
and the man of the year. 

Jerusalem is divided down the middle and possesses 
some of the attributes of a battle front in‘war time. 
The city is arbitrarily and tragically cut in two, and 
whole districts of it are a shattered, evil-looking no- 
man’s-land where the sniper is the ruler. Israel as a 
nation is cracking at the seams. Tens of thousands of 
refugees have been brought in and the economy of the 
country is strained to the breaking point. If a traveler, 
about to set out for Israel, should go into a bank to 
buy Israeli pounds, he would pay $2.80 for a pound— 
the legal rate of exchange. But so many Jews are 
willing to profit even by the extremity of their own 
people, that the Israeli pound is selling in the exchange 
shops of New York City for only sixty cents. 

The question of Jerusalem has taken on the character 
of a crusade. The official policy of the United Nations 
still is internationalization of Jerusalem on both sides 
of the line, but both Israel and the Hashemite King- 
dom of Jordan oppose this movement. The reasons for 
their position are evident: both would lose some pres- 
tige, the portion of the principal city of the land which 
they have so stubbornly: fought for, and a large por- 
tion of their population. For the Jews to think of 
Israel without Jerusalem as the capital is intolerable. 
Even those who call themselves Christians are uneasy 
at the thought of international control of the shrines. 
They want international control of the land on which 
the shrines are located, but they do not want the 
shrines themselves under any control but their own. 
Since the days of Saladin the keys of the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre have been held by a Moslem fam- 
ily, and this has suited the various groups that have 
altars in the church (Coptic, Syriac rite, Greek Ortho- 
dox and Roman Catholic), for fear that one of the 
rivals will gain some advantage. 

Across the no-man’s-land,* the old city with the 
sacred spots, there is great unrest. Recently there was 
heard, even in the Jerusalem of Israel, a brief, ragged 
volley of shots. The first of those shots killed the 
shrewd, brave, subtle man, King Abdullah of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan. The murder was 
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done on one of the most sanctifietl spots in the world— 
the threshold of the mosque of el Aqsa within the pre- 
cincts of the Haram es Sharif, the Temple Area— 
sacred to Islam, to Jewry, and to Christendom. This 
was one of the worst deeds of violence that Jerusalem 
has known in recent years, but it was typical of the 
lawlessness that had suddenly spread out over the 
Moslem world. Only four days before, former Premier 
Riad es-Solh had been assassinated to the north in 
Lebanon. Behind these deaths—and others—were 
fanatic Moslems under the leadership of the Mufti. A 
resurgence of Islam was taking place, with a fervid 
nationalism and a hatred of the Christian West. 

In the early part of the year the Premier of Inan 
was assassinated—Ali Razmara—and was succeeded 
by a man who is bitterly anti-British. Whether the 
assassination was engineered by Russians or by Iranian 
hotheads the new party moved in a high-handed way 
to break its contract with Britain on the great oil fields. 
The British refused to compromise and so did the 
Iranians. On October 3rd all British oil men were ex- 
pelled from Abadan, one of the largest refineries in 
the world. Immediately Persia became a vacuum that 
can be filled at any moment by an explosion from the 
north. The premier flew to Washington where our 
officials sought to mediate, but as the year drew to 
a close the great refineries were practically idle and the 
pumps throughout the oil-fields were silent. 

A week later the government of Iraq sought revis- 
ion of its treaty with Britain granting the latter air 
bases. Britain took a stiffer attitude and held fast. 
The situation, however, was fraught with danger. 

Two weeks from the day the Iranians had expelled 
the British oil men the Egyptians ordered the British 
out of the Suez Canal Zone. But where the British 
lion had seemed flea-bitten in Iran, it suddenly was 
seen to be a right royal beast in Egypt. Squadrons 
of troops were flown into the zone, the soldiers fought 
to kill, and several Egyptians died. The British an- 
nounced flatly that they would not cede an ineh at 
Suez, and were holding tight as the year drew to its 
close. 

The same week the Moslems of Morocco rose against 
the French and demanded self-government. The French 
were governing by a strong display of armed force. 

Near the other end of the Moslem world there was 
also great trouble—an assassination. On the 16th of 
October Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan was slain 








in Pakistan. Indian troops were massed near her bor- 
ders and the Moslem republic was in a very bad eco- 
nomic condition. 

In India there was one of the greatest problems of 
the world. That problem was famine. The population 
has increased, the food supply remained stationary. 
Many died. Wheat was shipped from the United States 
after much bickering, but the little we sent could do 
nothing in face of the great need. The food ministry 
has announced that five million tons of food must be 
imported next year to meet the minimum needs. One 
million tons of this has been granted by the U. S. But 
at least two or three million tons will have to be pur- 
chased on the open markets of the world. During the 
autumn monsoon rains the crops are planted for har- 
vest in April and May. Thus far there has been in- 
sufficient rain to nourish the newly-planted grain. 
Even with the imports outlined above this will leave 
one-third of the population, or about 125,000,000 
people living on a subnutritional standard varying 
between eight and sixteen ounces of food a day. Prime 
Minister Nehru has appealed to the United Nations 
World Health Organization for a nation-wide experi- 
ment in birth control, and the first ‘‘experts’’ of the 
Organization have arrived in India to launch the 
campaign in the cities. 

One of the very sinister factors in the famine sit- 
uation is that India’s Ambassador to Communist 
China has announced that the Peiping government 
will undertake to supply all of India’s extra needs in 
food. This would probably be at the expense of mil- 
lions of Chinese deaths from famine, but the propa- 
ganda value of the food in India would be very great, 
and the Red hold of the sub-continent would be 
strengthened. 

Red planes were now in Tibet in large numbers and 
air-fields were being built througliout the land. The 
menace over India was great, and when Nehru looked 
to the north he could see the hammer and sickle flying 
from the peaks of the roof of the world. John Cowles, 
owner and editor of Look, returning from India, said: 
‘‘Our basic mistake in foreign policy was that when 
World War II ended we did not publicly proclaim 


location where there will be several theological colleges 
operated by its different societies and orders. It will 
cover several hundred acres and will be the center 
for Catholic education for all India and will also 
have students from Africa and Australasia. 

The war in Indochina was continuing and had cost 
France more than two and a half billion dollars since 
its inception. Here, too, there was assassination—a 
French general and his aides had been blown up by 
a bomb. There was no end in sight, and the railroad 
down through China from Siberia was now completed 
to the border. Henceforward supplies could be se- 
cured direct from Russia without trans-shipping. 

Almost all of the missionaries were now out of China. 
Some of the last to come had been forced to find 
Chinese hostages who would stand surety for them 
that they would not publish reports adverse to the 
government when they came back to the U. S. The 
writer of this present article has heard some hair- 
raising tales that he cannot divulge, as the hostages 
of the missionaries would be shot in China upon the 
appearance in print of any of the details of some of 
the things which have taken place. 

The Chinese government has published a set of rules 
governing the conduct of the Christian churches in 
China. These have been given to the world through 
their publication in Java. All churches and organiza- 
tions must sever all connections with American mis- 
sions or other foreign bodies supported largely by 
American funds. Any Americans remaining in China 
must abandon all executive positions and be supported 
by the Chinese churches. Mission boards may turn 
over their properties to committees approved by the 
Red regime. All hospitals and other agencies which 
have been self-supporting must be reorganized under 
government-approved committees. Institutions which 
cannot support themselves can apply to the govern- 
ment for funds which will be granted under govern- 
ment supervision. Religious schools must be separated 
from the churches and have the buildings they use 
allotted to them by the government. Modernist ‘‘ Chris- 
tian’’ Chinese have taken a bitterly anti-American 
attitude. Y. T. Wu, head of the Y.M.C.A. brought 

(Continued on Page 33) 





that our sympathies lay with the Asians 








and that the U. S. was as desirous of 
seeing an end to European colonialism 
and exploitation as were the Asians them- EVENT OF THE YEAR MAN OF THE YEAR TIME’S CHOICE 
selves.”’? Mr. Colles believes that the 
peoples of Asia do not understand the 1945 The First A-Bomb Einstein Atomic cloud and post- 
philosophy of Marx any more than they age-stamp-sized picture 
do the science of Einstein, but holds that of Truman 
they are in revolt against hunger, against . ‘ 
foreign rule and against eolor discrim- 1946 Creation of the Nation, Byrnes Byrnes 
ination and are beguiled with Communist teract 
, hry : r 

Se alien peonke, is frag se ipnpihiaes 1947 Publication of the.report Marshall Marshall 
; d : : f .N.’ i 
stronghold of democracy in Asia. We ee en 
will be making a blunder almost as 
calamitous as the one we made in China 1948 The Collapse of China Truman Truman 
if we don’t support the Nehru govern- 
ment in India, even though we may 1949 Russia's possession of the Stalin Churchill 
be irritated over what we think are the A-Bomb (Man of the half-century) 
inconsistencies or weaknesses of Nehru’s 
attitude.’’ 1950 The H-Bomb MacArthur Composite 

The Roman Catholic Church has trans- Gi Joe 
ferred its theological seminary from nee: 
Kandy to Poona and has brought all of For 1995 vase ite nei 
its various agencies in India into’ one 
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By E. M. BLAIKLOCK 


Introduction .. . 

Christian ethics is a neglected 
study. The great evangelical move- 
ment of the last century put the 
emphasis of preaching upon simple 
faith, and the angle was Pauline 
and legitimate enough. Christianity 
is not primarily a code of ethics. It 
is a faith. It is assumed, neverthe- 
less, that the former is contained in 
the latter, the lesser in the greater. 
A faith unreflected in conduct, as 
James found it necessary to empha- 
size very early in the history of the 
Church, is dead. 

Goodness proceeds toward its goal 
against all manner of contrary 
gales. It tacks along its. course, now 
far to the left, now far to the right 
of the navigator’s straight, clean 
line. Hence the extremes which 
mark the progress of human 
thought, the over-emphases and the 
dialectic, which leave their mark on 
religion and philosophy. It is pos- 
sible, in this historic process, that 
the last century of Christian evan- 
gelism has stressed creed to the 
neglect of conduct. 

For this error the New Testament 
offers no justification. It opens with 
the Sermon on the Mount. Nor did 
Paul of Tarsus mar the message. It 
has been wrongly alleged against 
him that he took, in his half-Greek 
manner, a code of conduct preached 
by Jesus of Nazareth, and out of it 
built a complicated mystery reli- 
gion, complete with theology and 
ritual, and based upon belief. It is 
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a fact that Paul, in the vast scheme 
of things, as chosen to elaborate for 
the wide Gentile world and unborn 
centuries that which he had ‘‘re- 
ceived of the Lord.’’ For the aston- 
ishing result the ages are in debt to 
the great man’s mind and soul. But 
Paul, in the process, did not forget 
that the faith of which he wrote 
with logic and with passion, found 
its inevitable and visible expression, 
its vindication and most. potent wit- 
ness, in sanctified lives and worthy 
conduct. 

The study of the two vital chap- 
ters which follows is an attempt 
to illustrate this side of the Apos- 
tle’s thought. 


CORINTH and the 


CORINTHIANS 


The founding of the Christian 
Church at Corinth was one of the 
great achievements of Paul’s life. 
At Athens, where the Apostle first 
met the Greeks on their historic 
soil, the Gospel had met with scant 
suecess. Heavy in spirit, and the 
victim perhaps of one of his peri- 
odie illnesses (1 Cor. 2:3; 1 Thess. 
3:7), Paul was in no condition to 
face the task presented by the great 
seaport: town. If Ramsay is correct 
in diagnosing the ‘‘thorn in the 
flesh’’ as a form of Asiatic malaria, 
it is possible to guess the nature of 
the ‘‘weakness and fear and trem- 
bling’’ with which the evangelist 
faced his task. His appearance, at 
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the time, due no doubt to the rav- 
ages of sickness and overwork, was 
not prepossessing, and appears to 
have excited prejudice among the 
aesthetically-minded Greeks ( 1 Cor. 
4:10; 2 Cor. 10:1-11; 12:15). Sus- 
tained, however, by a firm new 
friendship (Acts 18; Rom. 16:3) 
and heartened by the good news 
brought by Silas and Timothy from 
Macedonia, Paul triumphed over his 
weakness, turned from the dissident 
synagogue, and under the shadow 
of Roman law established his church 
in the wickedest of all Hellenic 
towns. 

It was a church, one gathers, con- 
spicuous for talent and activity 
(1 Cor. 1:4-8), consisting mainly of 
Gentiles but containing converted 
Jews (1 Cor. 1:12; 7:18; 12:13). 
‘‘Not many wise, not many mighty, 
not many high-born’’ appear to 
have joined the fellowship, but there 
were some who fell under these 
heads, for one gains the impression 
from the letters of an assembly 
marked by some contrasts in posi- 
tion and in wealth. Some of the. 
converts were salvage from the 
dregs of that pagan town. 

Corinth, the capital of Roman 
Greece, was a city old in story. A 
great seaport, planted on the high- 
road of East and West, traversed 
by the traveling legions, and 
crowded with the agents of trade 
and commerce, Corinth had all the 
vices which have ever character- 
ized such centers of humanity. 
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Superbly placed on her narrow 
isthmus, the city was inevitably 
rich. Her presiding deities were 
Poseidon the god of the sea, under 
whose protection, in the days when 
Greek fought Greek before the 
Roman came, the navies had sailed 
to fight Athens, and the merchant- 
men to pick the plums of the Medi- 
terranean and Black Seas. The great 
Isthmian games were held in 
Poseidon’s honor and Paul refers 
to their well-known contests at the 
end of Chapter Nine. Aphrodite, 
too, had a temple on the Acro- 
corinthus, whose rocky bulk towered 
2000 feet above the busy streets and 
the thousand .or more priestess- 
courtesans who served the shrine, 
helped to give Corinth its rank 
flavor of immoral vice. 


So notorious was the city for its 
debauchery that the phrase ‘‘to play 
the Corinthian’’ found its place in 
Greek to express the lowest of loose 
living, and even in modern English, 
nineteen centuries later ‘‘a Corin- 
thian’’ means a polished rake. Here, 
says Findlay, Paul ‘‘confronted the 
world’s glory and infamy with the 

sight of ‘Jesus Christ and Him 

erucified,’ confident that in the word 
of the cross lay a spell to subdue the 
pride and cleanse the foulness of 
Corinthian life, a force which would 
prove to Gentile society in this place 
of ‘its utter corruption the wisdom 
and power of God unto salvation. 
In ‘the Church of God in Corinth,’ 
with all its defects and follies, this 
redeeming power was lodged.’’ 


In his study of the seven churches 
of Revelation 2 and 3, Ramsay has 
shown how a Christian community 
tends to reflect the defects and 
qualities of the society in which it 
is located. This is evidently true of 
Corinth. The turbulence and spirit 
of faction, the fundamental scepti- 
cism, the deplorable relapses, the 
undue tolerance toward sins of im- 
purity, the intellectual sin and 
philosophy jargon, and the very 
abuse of the gifts of the Spirit for 
display and self-advertisement 
which seem to have marred the 
Christian society, were reflections 
of the life of the vivid Greek town. 
And. yet, formed and molded with 
care, this material, though intract- 
able, was of uncommon richness. 
Hence the two long letters which 
reflect the apostle’s confidence and 
care. ; 
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THE TEXT 


NO SUBSTITUTE 
VERSE ONE. 


“Though I speak with the tongues 
of men, yes, of angels, and have not 
jove, I have become sounding brass 
or a clanging cymbal.’’ 


At the close of Chapter 12, Paul 
tells us, quite suddenly, that he is 
about to point out ‘‘a way of Sov- 
ereign excellence.’’? His tone has 
been lofty, almost vehement, but we 
are hardly prepared for the lyric 
beauty of the chapter into which 
the theme moves. The power of 
language flows from its sincerity. 
The style, as the Frenchman put it, 
‘‘is the man.’’ Hence this poem. 
Passion, strength, penetrating sim- 
plicity, all these are its qualities. 
They were the qualities of Paul, 
who stands in thirteen verses full 
length before us—Paul as he desired 
himself to be, Paul clothed in 
Christ. 


The reference to ‘‘tongues’’ links 
Chapters 12 and 13 together. With 
that consummate tact which is one 
of his less noticed virtues, Paul has 
been seeking to turn the thought of 
the Corinthian Christians to less 
spectacular views of the Holy 
Spirit’s action. There is reason to 
doubt that the ‘‘tongues’’. of the 
Corinthian Church had any relation 
to the phenomenon of Pentecost. 
Paul nowhere condemns the ecstatic 
utterance which seems to have been 
a first century phenomenon, but. his 
good sense seems to have doubted its 
real efficacy, for a careful scrutiny 
of his theme leaves one with the 
impression that he preferred a more 
solid reality in spiritual experience. 
He probably knew that those who 
were most prone to the visitation 
were, in fact, the more imaginative 
and emotional characters, and he 
treasured, as any wise man should, 
the gifts of imagination and warmth 
of feeling. Hence, his abstention 
from active discouragement. Then, 
like a good psychologist, he offers a 
path of sublimation. Imagination? 
Emotion? Here is a sovereign path 
along. which both may travel. 
Tongues? A passing phenomenon. 
Love? Eternal. ‘‘Though my lan- 
guage be Heaven’s own without a 
Christlike character, I am so much 
senseless noise.’? Without love my 
message might be, in Shakespeare’s 
metaphor, ‘‘a tale told by an idiot 
full of sound and fury, which signi- 





fieth nothing.’’ I am no better, for 
all my profession, than the noisy 
priests of Cybele, or some other 
Asiatic mystery cult, worshiping 
strange gods with tom-toms, clash- 
ing brass and mad tumult. With- 
out love I am proved a heathen. All 
this lies in the imagery of the verse. 


VERSE TWO. 


_ “And though I have the gift of 
interpretation, and understand the 
secrets of the Spirit, and am versed 
in all knowledge, and though I have 
all faith so as to remove mountains, 
and have not love, I am nothing.’’ 


“‘Prophecy,’’ the gift of interpre- — 
tation, is explained by the clauses 
which follow. Insight into the deeper 
meanings of the faith, disciplined by 
knowledge, were the qualities which 
made the ‘‘prophet.’’ Paul tends to 
use the word ‘‘mystery’’ for re- 
vealed truth. The meaning of the 
Greek word is quite different from 
its English derivative. The Greek 
word, in ancient context, must have 
suggested the thought of the so- 
called ‘‘mystery cults.’’ Associated 
with the names of Tammuz, Adonis, 
Demeter, Isis, Orpheus, and. a host 
of other deities, these cults found 
their remote origins in nature wor- 
ship. In Paul’s world they were the 
real rivals of Christianity, for, in 
their purer forms, they contained 
much which was satisfying. They 
spoke of regeneration and conse- 
eration. In myth and doctrine they 
expounded truths of vicarious sacri- 
fice. They had rituals of baptism 
and initiation. They boasted preach- 
ers, open air meetings, church 
organization, and much else in 
thought and practice which is now 
the distinctive heritage of Christi- 
anity. Paul’s language has made 
heavy raids on the vocabulary of 
the mystery: religions, and his use 
of the word ‘‘mystery’’ itself is a 
typical adaption. The important 
thing to remember, therefore, is that 
Paul is here, and wherever else he 
employs the word, awakening a 
train of thought peculiar to the 
world in which he was living. Those 
spiritual truths which appeal to the 
heart rather than the mind, are the 
‘“mysteries’’ of faith. Colder minds 
may object that such a classification 
is poor psychology. The ‘‘mystic’’ 
will nevertheless insist that there 
are tracts of revelation, where, in 
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TV AND THE LORD’S WILL 


Time magazine headlined an article on television 
as “Eyestrain and Bunk.” In the week of Presi- 
dent Truman’s State of the Union message, TV 
gave just 1% of its time to public events. Reli- 
gious programs got less than 1%. News was on 
5% of the time, but almost a third of it (WOR- 
TV’s Telefax program) featured typed news bul- 
letins accompanied by unrelated music e.g., a gay 
waltz was played during the report of Sinclair 
Lewis’ death. During the week commercials aver- 
aged 146 seconds each and took up 32.7% of the 
day’s telecast. We would like to point out that 
TV has now brought the problem of doing the 
Lord's will straight into the parlots of the nation. 
We have emphasized this for several years, even 
writing editorials on the subject before TV came 
into prominence. 

One minister told me recently that many of the 
Christians who used to boast about not dancing, 
playing cards, going to the movies, etc., have been 
among the first to buy TV outfits, and that they 
spend time listening to sexy programs. In one city 
I was talking with a group of Christians about 
the effect of TV and a woman laughed at her hus- 
band who was present and said, “Oh, Charlie 
(though she used another name) goes in heavy 
for the programs with the plunging necklines. He 
never misses such programs.” Charlie grinned 
and said, “A woman is as old as she looks and a 
man is old when he stops lookin’.” That man is 
one who for years has paraded the fact that he 
wouldn't stoop to compromise his. Christian life 
by going to a movie. All decisions in the amuse- 
ment world now have to be made by the individual 
on the same basis as that which governs us when 
we pick out our reading matter. 


NEW MEMBER FOR CALVARY BAPTIST 


Another Roman Catholic priest was recently 
baptized and taken into the membership of the 
Calvary Baptist Church in New York City. This 
is the second former priest now in their mem- 
bership, and a large number of former Catholic 
laity are also in this church. 


NEWSMEN NOT INCLUDED 
Federal Judge John C. Knox has ruled that 
newspaper men are not privileged to conceal the 
sources of their information. , 
“As a newspaper reporter or a columnist,” 
Judge Knox declared, “Mr. Lyons is not entitled 
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to claim this privilege, which is akin to that which 
exists between a lawyer and his client, a minister 
and his penitent, or a doctor and his patient. 1 
have gone into the law very carefully and I find 
he has no such privilege.” 


“OUR LADY’S BLUE ARMY” 


Roman Catholics have formed another organi- 
zation in the United States that will probably be 
a very important factor‘in their push for power. 
The women of the Roman Catholic Church are 
being organized as, “Our Lady’s Blue Army.” 
A small blue cloth badge is the mark of the army, 
and the purposes of the movement are to encour- 
age greater devotion to the Virgin Mary, espe- 
cially the fulfillment of the supposed wishes ex- 
pressed through the apparitions of Fatima. 


RADIO IN JAPAN 


The Japan Times, published in Tokyo, an- 
nounces that the Roman Catholic Society of 
St. Paul is constructing the first privately owned 
commercial broadcasting transmitter in Japan 
and will soon begin a 17 hour daily broadcast 
schedule, ‘‘in an idealogical race with Commun- 
ism for the minds of the Japanese people.’’ The 
Society said that the station, which is to be 
known as BHK is the first of a network of 11 
stations it visualizes in Japan. The first station 
was licensed by the Japanese government in 
April. It is housed in a $2,000,000, seven story 
building completed in December. It was an- 
nounced that station BHK will program news. 
dramatic and musical programs, catechetical 
instructions, and American style commercials. 

In other words, the Roman Catholic Church 
has the inside track to a large radio station in 
Japan and will make Japanese business pay for 
it by commercials. 


SUBJECTS OF ROME 


Trinity College, Dublin, is the Oxford of Ire- 
land and has had a long and honorable history of 
300 years of education on top levels. The Arch- 
bishop of Cashel has issued a formal statement 
warning Roman Catholic students against at- 
tending Trinity College ‘‘under pain of sin.’’ 
Experience had proved, he said, that attendance 
at non-Catholic schools was detrimental to faith 
and morals. In other words, they learned the 
truth and it set them free and Rome doesn’t like 
it. At the same time the Archbishop stated, with 

(Continued on Page 30) 


MAN DOES NOT ORIGINATE TRUTH—HE REFLECTS IT ll 





































































By PHILIP RAYMOND BOUCHER 


“This Illness Is . . . For The 

Glory of God”—(John II:4) 

Indeed, the writings of Paul show 
that certain sufferers were denied 
healing even in his own lifetime, as 
may be seen in the following refer- 
ences: 

1. Writing of himself, Paul said 
“To keep me from being too elated 
by the abundance of revelations, a 
thorn was given me in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan, to harass me, 
to keep me from being too elated. 
Three times I besought the Lord 
about this, that it should leave me: 
but He said to me ‘My grace is suffi- 
cient for you for My power is made 
perfect in weakness’ ” (2 Cor. 12:7). 

In view of what Paul wrote to the 
Galatians, “See with what large let- 
ters I am writing to you with my own 
hand” (6:11), perhaps his “thorn” 
was bad eyesight. Anyway, there was 
no cure for him. 

2. In his first letter to Timothy, 
Paul said to him, “Use a little wine 
for the sake of your stomach and 
your frequent ailments” (5:23). 
Evidently there was no cure for 
Timothy. 

3. In his second letter to Timothy, 
Paul wrote “Trophimus I left ill at 
Miletus” (4:20). Paul, who had 
cured many, did not cure Trophimus. 

4. Writing to the Philippians, Paul 
mentioned Epaphroditus, of whom he 
said “Indeed he was ill, near to death. 
But God had mercy upon him. . . he 
nearly died for the work of Christ, 
risking his life to complete your serv- 
ice to me” (2:27, 30). God may have 
wrought a miracle for Epaphroditus, 
but the wording of Paul’s letter sug- 
gests that this was not so. 

5. In his first letter to the Corin- 
thians, chapter eleven, Paul wrote 
about those who ate the bread or who 
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DIVINE HEALING: What the Bible Miracles Teach 


A British Physician 


@ This is the conclusion of an article that 
began in the November issue in which the 
author attempts “first to discover what 
were the reasons for the abundance of 
ytiraculous cures during the time of Jesus 
and the apostles, and secondly to see 
whether the same needs for them exist 
today, for unless they do we shall not ex- 
pect to see thousands of Christians being 
healed miraculously of their diseases, nor 
will our faith fail when we do not.” 





drank the cup of the Lord in an un- 
worthy manner. He says “Anyone 
who eats and drinks without discern- 
ing the body eats and drinks judg- 
ment upon himself. That is why 
many of you are weak and ill, and 
some have died” (29). Evidently 
there were many Christians in Cor- 
inth who were not only denied mirac- 
ulous healing, but some of their 
number had actually died of their 
sickness 


* * * ” * 


There are some men and women 
in whom the complete possession of 
all bodily faculties is actually a bar 
to the way into life. They are people 
who will never find that true, eternal 
life of the Spirit so long as their 
attention is drawn from it by pursuit 
of satisfactions for their strong and 
healthy bodies. 

Thus, Jesus said “‘If your hand 
or your foot causes you to sin, cut 
it off and throw- it from you: it is 
better for you to enter life maimed 
or lame than with two hands or two 
feet to be thrown into the eternal 
fire’” (Mt. 18:8). 

Here then, are two possibilities: 
first, that in some of us, possession 
of an intact, healthy body means un- 
fitness for God’s kingdom; and sec- 
ondly, that it is possible to enter and 
be in His kingdom maimed or lame, 






which very condition was an essential 
qualification for admission. We never 
have the sense or the courage to per- 
form the “amputation” ourselves, and 
we ought to thank God when He sees 
that the job is done for us, and the 
way into life made possible. 


a ee ee ee 


The Scriptural evidence so far 
quoted seems clearly to show, that. 
if we expect to see today miracles of 
healing of the body because of what 
we have read in the New Testament, 
that we shall be disappointed. We 
have seen the special reasons for 
those miracles, reasons which no long- 
er exist. 

Xk ok 
WARNINGS FOR WONDER SEEKERS 


But this is not to say that miracles 
of healing of the flesh do not occur 
today. It was God’s will to perform 
a rare miracle in Old Testament 
times, and who is to say He would 
not wish to do so now? But the 
Scriptures,contain warnings for those 
who are on the lookout for modern 
miracles. Two of them were spoken 
by Jesus Himself: first, “‘On that 
day many will say to Me, “Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 
Name, and cast out demons in Your 
Name, and do many mighty works in 
Your Name?” And then I will de- 
clare unto them “I never knew you; 
depart from Me you evil-doers’’ ’ ”’ 
(Mt. 7:22, 23). 

And again, in Matthew 24:24, 
“*False Christs and false prophets 
will arise and show great signs and 
wonders so as to lead astray, if pos- 
sible, even the elect’.” 

Let us beware! In these days, the 
working of a miracle may be a sign 
of the power, noi of God, but of the 
Devil, who, no doubt, would gladly 
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spare a man’s body if he could there- 
by ensnare his soul. 


Those who would maintain that 
Christ still works téday as He did in 
the days of His flesh must be pre- 
pared to explain why it is that the 
dead are not raised. 


* * * 


The Greatest Miracle 
Available For All 

Jesus emphasized that the’ well- 
being of the flesh is as nothing com- 
pared with the well-being of the soul. 
Thus He said “ ‘He who loves his 
life loses it, and he who hates his life 
in this world will keep it for eternal 
life’” (John 12:25). And in Mat- 
thew 10:28, “‘Do not fear those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul: rather fear Him Who can de- 


stroy both body and soul in hell’.” 


And “ ‘It is the Spirit that gives life, 
the flesh is of no avail’” (John 6: 
63), and indeed, the greatest miracle 
of all, which is the healing of the 
soul and its spiritual union with God, 
is available now for every man and 
woman who believes: “He who joins 
himself to the Lord is one Spirit with 


‘Him” (1 Cor. 6:17). And we have 


the promise of Jesus that, as the 
Father raised Him bodily so will He 
raise everyone who is faithful unto 
death. We really have but little rea- 
son to fret if our flesh is not healed 
in answer to prayer, and there is 
certainly no reason to lose faith. 


Those very writings from which 
alone we learn of+Christ’s miracles, 
show that the divine healings of 
apostolic times were never intended 
for us, and they also show that we 
have no right, if we do not see 
miracles now, to conclude that Christ 
and the apostles never performed 
them. 


To the question “How can we 
know that the miracles really hap- 
pened?” there is only one answer. It 
is “ ‘Repent, and believe in the Gos- 
pel’” (Mk. 1:15). The result always 
convinces, for it is the “fruit of the 
Spirit” in the believer. The apostles 
were given visible and audible signs 
of the Holy Spirit, but now we may 
know Him only by His fruit: “The 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faith- 
fulness, gentleness, self-control” 
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(Gal. 5:22) —in other words, abid- 
ing happiness and peace of mind, and 
this very often in spite of bodily 
suffering. 


An AvomABLE MALADY 

A large proportion of the people 
who visit doctors’ offices are suffer- 
ing, not from physical disease like 
diabetes or cancer, but from a neu- 
rosis in one form or another. Of 
these, some know that they are neu- 
rotic because they suffer from mental 
symptoms, such as anxiety or de- 
pression, for which there is no ap- 
parent cause. 


In many other cases, however, the 
patient does not realize that he is 
neurotic because he feels all his symp- 
toms in his body, in which, neverthe- 
less, there can be found no physical 
disease to account for them. These 
maladies doctors term “functional” 
or “hysterical.” The symptoms, how- 
ever, are very real and may be very 
severe: pains affecting most or all of 
the body, headache, indigestion, 
fatigue, paralysis, and some cases of 
asthma, eczema, and rheumatics are 
common examples. And now doctors 
are recognizing that even organic dis- 
ease, such as duodenal ulcer, colitis, 
and thyrotoxicosis, may be precipi- 


tated by emotional upset. 


Now most, if not all,. of these 
sufferers become unhappy and self- 


centered: they have no use for any- - 


thing except recounting their symp- 
toms to weary relations and friends 
in the hope of receiving their sympa- 
thy. This alone gives such patients 
some measure of satisfaction. 


What a contrast between this state 
of affairs and that fruit of the union 
of the Holy Spirit with the repentant 
believer — love, joy, peace! The love- 
filled man thinks last and least of 
himself: joy is his, and that very 
precious possession, peace of mind. 
“My peace I give to you,” said Jesus. 
What a saving of drugs there would 
be if these "sufferers would turn to 
the right Doctor! He is still waiting 
and ready to give His peace to any 
man or woman who will put Him to 
the test, whatever the state of health 
of his or her body. “With God all 
things are possible,” and the burden 
of bodily ill-health is made bearable. 
“If Christ is in you, although your 
bodies are dead because of sin, your 
spirits are alive because of righteous- 
ness” (Rom, 8:10). 


THE END 


@ An advertisement of the National Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer Associates is built 
around the phrase, “The color you like best is the right color for you.” 


Paintings of two houses, exactly alike in every detail, except for the color, gives 
point to their advertisement. One house has red walls, white trim, brown roof, and 
yellow curtains. The other house has gray walls, white trim, blue roof, and red 
curtains. The houses are alike but of essentially different character. 





God does not violate the per- 
sonality of born-again Chris- 
tians in their own psychological 
outlook on life. A man preach- 
ing on a street corner and a 
bishop of the Church of Eng- 
land may seem to be violently 
differing in their faith. A closer 
examination may show that 
the structure of their faith is 
exactly alike, but the brush of 
personality has put a different 
color on the surface. 


As long as we are sure that 
the foundations and the struc- 
ture are identical we should be 
very tolerant toward the paint 
job. 
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EDITORIALS 


Value Received 


“The Lord Shall Have Them in Derision”’ 


Renew Your Subscription Now 


PRICE TO PAY 

Anyone who wishes to serve the 
Lord truly wiil always have a price 
to pay. We will be able to say, with 
Paul, that tie -suiferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the giory that shall 
be revealed in us (Rom. 8:18). But 
there will be the sufferings. 

These tho.ghts arose from read- 
ing a clipping which a subscriber 
sent to us from the Chicago Daily 
News. A columnist, Sydney J. Har- 
ris, filled his space one day recently 
with disconnected paragraphs on 
his pet prejudices. Among them was 
the following: ‘*I am always sus- 
picious of preacaers who try to 
show they are ‘regular’ by acting 
like hail-fe.lows-we.l-met: A clergy- 
man’s job is to make us feel un- 
comfortable about ourselves, not to 
demonstrate that he can be one of 
the boys, too.”’ 

How right. The minister who 
wants to let drop an _ occasional 
swear word will never reach the 
heart of another’s need. The mini- 
ster’s wife who wants to have a 
bosom circle of girl-friends with 
whom she exchanges gossip will 
never help her husband in his task. 
As soon as one is called to the Lord’s 
work it must be realized that it is 
a cail to an earthly loneliness which 
wil be more than compensated by 
the presence of the Lord and the 
blessings which He gives. 

Christ said, ‘‘He that believeth 
in Me’’—and the faith spoken of 
here is that extra step of faith that 
goes beyond salvation to fruitful- 
ness—‘‘out of his innermost being 
shall flow rivers of living water’’ 
(John 7:38). To those who are un- 
saved the presence of the Christian 
who is a fountain will remind them 
of their own desert. To those who 
are in the will of the Lord the foun- 
tain streams will mingle and bring 
a feliowship that is above and be- 
yond anything else the world can 
compare with it. 
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When the price is paid, however, 
the value received is beyond any 
compare. Anyone who has known 
the vertical fellowship with the Lord 
and the horizontal fellowship with 
otuer like-minded believers will 
comprehend that one has not given 


up anything, but that one has re- . 


ceived immeasurably beyond the 
standards of human value. 


LAUGHTER 

How shall we treat the leaders of 
evil in this world? Is it possible to 
laugh at them? The thought came 
to me when reading an editorial in 
the New Yo k Times concerning the 
anties of the Perons in the Argen- 
tine. A huge rally was being staged 
in Buenos Aires to ‘‘ persuade’’ the 
Perons to run for President and 
Vice-President of that ‘‘Republic.’’ 
The Times rightly pointed out that 
we used to be amused by the Charlie 
Chaplin-like Adolf Hitler, and that 
Mussolini often convulsed us by the 
outthrust jaw and strutting attitude. 
Fut such men caused a flood of tears 
that drowned any laughter that one 
might have had for them. The 
Times is right in separating the 
Perons from their festival—regret- 
ting them but laughing at. their 
antics. 

Thackeray wrote: ‘‘Such people 
there are living and flourishing in 
the world—Faithless, Hopeless, 
Charityless. Let us have at them, 
dear friends, with might and main. 
Some there are, and very successful, 
too, mere quacks and fools; and it 
was to combat and expose such as 
these, no doubt, that laughter was 
made.’’ 

Perhaps in all this we find the true 
answer to the paradox in the book 
of Proverbs where we are told that 


,we are not to answer a fool accord- 


ing to his folly, and then, in the next 
verse are told to answer a fool ac- 
cording to his folly (Prov. 26:4, 5). 

Let us who are Christians pray 
for such fools, and let us leave the 


BE NOT CONFIDENT IN MAN WHOM GOD MADE; 





laughter to God. One of the most 
so.emn teachings of the Scripture 
concerns this great fact: that He 
that sitteth in the Heavens shall 
1acgh; the Lord suall have them in 
derision (Psa. 2:4). A good con- 
cordance will reveal to even the most 
cas.aal reader that God has promised 
to laugh at those who are evil and 
who disdains that which is good. He 
says that the day will come when 
tuey will pray and that He will 
laugh at and -mock them (Prov. 
1:26). 

It is a solemn thought, but the 
j dgment of God is very sure and 
will come. The time will surely 
arrive when the Perons will follow 
Hitier and Mussolini to the lake of ° 
fire. We may not be accused of 
judging, because God has announced 
in advance that such leaders are 
among the lost (Isa. 14:9). Let us 
hold to God and witness against 
evil. The days are dark, but we are 
the children of the light (1 Thess. 
5:5). Fret not thyself because of 
the -Perons (Psa. 37:1). 


THE IMPORTANCE OF 
RE-SUBSCRIBING | 

We will soon finish two years of 
publication under the name ETEr- 
nity.. Many thousands of you have 
received the magazine from the first 
issue. We know that you are the 
backbone of our lists, and we could 
not continue this ministry without 
you. Time, Life, the Post and other 
similar periodivais state in the trade 
journals that they must have a re- 
newal rate of seventy percent if 
they are not to lose money. With us 
the renewal rate must be much 
larger, because we do not -have the 
large advertising revenues which go 
to the great secular papers. 

We have learned by long experi- 
ence that very often the failure to 
renew comes from preoccupation 
with the affairs of life, and that 
more often than not it is an over- 
sight. ‘hat is why we would like 
your cooperation at the present 
time. There is a renewal blank in- 
serted in this issue. You will help 
us greatly if you wil take care of 
your renewal at once. We have to 
concentrate on the laggards and 
each one costs us a stamp, an en- 
velope, and extra mailing charges. 
If your name can be transferred 
now from the list of those whose 
subscriptions expire with the March 
issue, it will lignten our peak office 
load and save us a substantial sum, 
which ean be used to make the 
magazine richer for your use. 
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BIGOTED?—OR REALISTIC? 


Those who oppose the embassy to the Vatican are said to be 
“bigoted.” But we have some evidence that shows that we 
must fight for our very lives and liberties against the Roman 
Catholic system. The following is taken from the New York 
Times, November 5, 1951. It is evidently the report of-a service 
held in a Roman Church on the first Sunday in November. The 
average reader would skip the article because its headline, 
“Catholic Martyrs in America Cited,” seems innocuous. But it 
is a flat statement, by a Roman Bishop, of the pretentions of 
the Roman Church in this country. The words cannot be mis- 
interpreted: the Church of Rome pretends to own the United 
States. They pretend that they are the true founders of the 
country, the originators of Thanksgiving, the educational sys- 
tem... but read for yourself. I present the item in full. 

The sub-title is, “Bishop Scully Lauds Pioneers in Talk at 
Sacred Heart Church, Former Pastorate.” The report follows: 


CATHOLIC MARTYRS IN 
AMERICA CITED 


Bishop Scully Lauds Pioneers in 
Talk at Sacred Heart Church, 
Former Pastorate 


Coadjutor Bishop William A. 
Seully of Albany recalled yester- 
day the part played by Roman 
Catholics in the history of America. 
He spoke at the seventy-fifth anni- 
versary of his former pastorate, the 
Sacred Heart Church at 457 West 
Fifty-first Street. Bishop Bryan J. 
McEntegart of Ogdensburg, N. Y., 
a graduate of the parish school was 
celebrant at the solemn high ponti- 
fical mass. 


‘By discovery, the Church has 
proprietary claim to the land that is 
America,’’ Bishop Scully said. ‘‘ Her 
title to our own state is by explora- 
tion and martyrdom. Our soil has 
been crimsoned by the blood of Her 
martyrs—Rene Goupil, Isaac Jog- 
ues, Jean de Lalande, Jesuit explor- 
ers and missionaries. Three hundred 
years ago St. Isaae Jogues, muti- 
lated and torn, following his escape 
from the Iroquois Indians, sailed 
down the lordly Hudson and 
walked the streets of this very city.’’ 


From the period of the Revolu- 
tionary War down through the 
eighteenth century the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, to meet the needs of 
the multitudes who flocked to the 
shores of this country, expanded 
rapidly; the bishop said. In 1876 
John Cardinal McCloskey, then 
Archbishop of New York, realizing 
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the rapid development, created a 
new parish and dedicated it to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. Within 
twenty years a school for girls and 
one for boys was established. By the 
early Nineteen Twenties it had more 
than 3,000 students and was the 
largest parochial school in the 
United States. 


Bishop Seully declared that the 
Catholic Church had perpetuated 
‘*a tradition which has made Amer- 
ica great.’’ 


‘‘That tradition is founded in 
God,’’ he said. ‘‘The founders of 
this republic were religious men. 
Realizing that they must soon choose 
between war and peace, they issued 
a. Declaration of Dependence on 
God. They set aside a day of public 
humiliation, fasting and prayer.’’ 

The Founding Fathers acted so 
that ‘‘virtue and religion might 
flourish throughout the land and 
that civil and religious privileges 
might be secured for their poster- 
ity,’’ -the bishop asserted. Placing 
emphasis upon religion in educa- 
tion, he added in praise of the 
parish : 

‘‘You have built and maintained 
your own school well nigh unto 
sixty years, without financial aid 
from state or Federal Government. 
You have engaged in this noble 
endeavor in order that your children 
might have the benefit of an educa- 
tion which was truly religious, being 
convineed that religion must play 
the most important part in the edu- 
eation and training of the young.”’ 


TRUST IN GOD WHO MADE MAN 


Protestants must wake up and 
become very active. There has been 
formed an organization under the 
name of ‘‘Protestants and Other 
Americans United.’’ I have seen 
their propaganda. I know that their 
executive committee includes many 
well-known liberal Protestants and 
many non-religious people, social- 
ists,-ete., who see the Roman Catho- 
lic menace, as well as some conserva- 
tive Christians. 

I know that the Bible says that 
we must not be unequally yoked to- 
gether with unbelievers, and for 


that reason I have never joined the ~ 


organization, though I know we are 
pursuing roughly the same aims in 
one narrow sector of thought and 
life. I am sending to the executive 
committee of P.O.A.U. a suggestion 
that they prepare a covenant to be 
signed by -millions of Americans, 
This is something in which all the 
Protestants of every theological 
shade should unite. This is where 
the National Council of Churches, 
the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals, the American Council of 
Churches, the Southern Baptist 
Churches, the Missouri Synod Luth- 
erans, and every Masonic -Lodge, 
every lodge of Orangemen, and 
other patriotic societies should be 
able to make common cause against 
a very serious menace. 


I would suggest that the follow- 
ing Covenant be printed and cir- 
culated by the millions and signed 
with public ceremonies, as soon as 
possible. 


I solemnly covenant before God 
and my fellow-Americans, that 
henceforth I shall never vote for any 
candidate for public office who has 
voted for, or who has failed to vote 
against any measure that strikes at 
the basic liberties of the United 
States, and against the separation 
of church and state. Specifically I 
will never vote for any candidate 
who does not actively vote against 
any diplomatic recognition of the 
Vatican, any use of public funds 
for church hospitals, for parochial 
schools, or for transportation for 
students of parochial schools, or for 
textbooks for such schools. 


Why not have the above covenant 
printed in your church calendar 
with a place for a signature? Why 
not have a few hundred extra copies 
printed or multigraphed and ask 
every member of your congregation 


(Continued on Page 45) 
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THE ART OF LIVING By Godfrey C. Robinson and Seephew E. Winward 









ka The best use of 


Recreation and Leisure 


et 


@ This is the fourth in a series on THE ART OF LIVING, 
‘which will answer many questions concerning the Christian 
life, that arise in the minds of young believers. 


We are accustomed to divide the 
time at our disposal into two parts. 
There is the time we must spend at 
our daily work and in the perform- 
ance of the necessary duties of home 
and social life. The rest we refer to 
as ‘‘spare time.’’ Now at first sight 
it does not seem to matter very much 
how we use this, since it is by defini- 
tion the non-serious part of life. But 
this’ is not the case. For one thing, 
leisure and recreation have a direct 
bearing upon health, both physical 
and mental, as well as upon charac- 
ter. If it is true that all work and 
no play makes Jack a dull boy, it is 
even more important that it makes 
him unhealthy. Without the right 
kind of leisure and recreation life 
is apt to become unbalanced and 
full of strain. ‘‘A bow kepi taut is 
useless in the day of battle,’’ so for 
the sake of work itself we need to 
learn how to relax. 


Furthermore, the work of many 
people in this age of the machine 
and mass production is inevitably 
dull and monotonous, and as a result 
the personality as a whole cannot 
find expression in it. If such expres- 
sion is not found outside of work, in 
recreations and hobbies, a full life 
is hardly possible. There is yet an- 
other reason why this subject is so 
important and urgent. Today we 
have far more leisure time than our 
fathers. Working hours are shorter, 
normally one day and a half of each 
week are free, and annual holidays 
with pay are fairly general. We 
have far more leisure; but do we 
know how best to use it? 
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e@ Leisure Does Not Mean 
Doing Nothing 

At this point we must draw at- 
tention to a fairly common mistake, 
Many people assume that leisure 
time should be spent doing nothing 
in particular. Now we do not deny 
that there should be short periods in 
any day or week in which we do 
nothing. A busy housewife may well 
relax for ten to fifteen minutes on 
the couch after the midday meal, 
and just let go and do nothing at 
all. This does not apply only to the 
housewife, but to any active person 
who ean make the opportunity to do 
so. The rests in a musical score 
should have their equivalent in life. 
There must be periods for falling 
out, as with an army on the march. 
But doing nothing is much more 
difficult than it sounds, and like 
sunbathing should be taken only in 
small doses. To have nothing to do 
over a long period is an invitation 
to boredom or worse, for never for- 
get the old saying, ‘‘Satan soon finds 
work for idle hands to do.’’ Some- 
times people fail to enjoy their holi- 
days because of the lack of any kind 
of plan or purpose. The ideal here 
as in all leisure is to steer a middle 


course between the Seylla of having 
no plans at all, and the Charybdis 
of over-organizing. 


@ Two Guiding Principles 


Two general principles will help 
to guide us in our use of leisure. The 


WILT THOU BE RICH? THEN GIVE 


first we may call the principle of 
contrast. In general, our leisure ac- 
tivities should be by way of contrast 
with our occupational activities, so 
that by this means a certain balance 
and due proportion is given to life. 
A man who works with his hands 
during the day will be well advised 
to read and study in his spare time 
so as to exercise and develop his 
mental faculties. On the other hand, 
the school-teacher or student who 
naturally does a lot of reading and 
study, may take up gardening or 
carpentry as a hobby. The clerk who 
has to sit at a desk all day in a 
stuffy office needs, in the interests 
of his health, fresh air and exercise 
such as football or cyeling or walk- 
ing would provide. The housewife 
who (unlike her husband) is con- 
fined so much to the home may re- 
quire some social activity. The com- 
mercial traveler who sees little of 
his home should not take up motor- 
ing as a hobby! Leisure activity 
should restore the balance. 

The second general principle is 
that leisure should provide for the 
whole man. There is a tendency to 
assume that leisure is synonymous 
with sport, but this is a mistake, 
for sport is only one part of leisure, 
and if the part becomes the whole 
there is again a lack of balance. 
Sport provides mainly for the physi- 
eal aspect of our nature, and while 
that is important, the mind and 
spirit also need exercise and expres- 
sion. The art of leisure is to provide 
for the entire personality. A woman 
who spends all her spare time playing 
tennis is as unbalanced as the man 
who spends all his spare time read- 
ing. It. can hardly be denied that at 
the moment we p!ace almost too much 
emphasis upon sport, and so it is 
necessary here to stress other as- 
pects of the subject. We plead rather 
for the neglected recreations of the 
mind and spirit, for music, the arts, 
literature, ete. Because of their im- 
portance a special article will be de- 
voted to these aspects. If our leisure 
time is to provide for the whole man 
it must include sport, hobbies, and 
social activities. It is not, of course, 
possible to draw a hard and fast line 
between these since, for example, 
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playing tennis is both a sport and a 
social activity. But the general dis- 
tinction is accurate enough to be 
useful. 


@ The Place and Importance ) 
of Sport j 
re 


In the éase of all those with healthy 
bodies sport should, of course, have 
a place. Here one may be guided by 
the principle of contrast and by 
that form of sport which makes the 
greatest appeal. If tennis appeals to 
you, play it; if golf does not, leave 
it to others. The more you enjoy a 
game, the more beneficial as relaxa- 
tion and recreation it is likely to 
be. There are however, other tests of 
value besides that of inclination, and 
perhaps the most important is, 
‘“‘Does it promote good health?’’ 
This question will always be a vital 
one for the Christian, for whom the 
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
In the Gospels we constantly read 
of our Lord’s coneern for the bodily 
health or wholeness of others, and 
this gives added importance to all 
those things which promote good 
hea'th. Most of us know what these 
are: plenty of fresh air, adequate 
exercise for the whole body, correct 
and deep breathing, sufficient sleep, 
a balanced diet, and the avoidance 
of excess in connection with any of 
the bodily functions or appetites. 


But it is one thing to know all this, 
and quite another to practice it. This 
is where sport comes in, for it is a 
highly pleasant way of doing almost 
all these things without even think- 
ing about them. And the less we con- 
centrate directly upon our health, 
the better. Sport is thus a way of 
finding health without directly seek- 
ing it. But this is not its only value, 
as sport may inelude the joy of 
social intercourse, may constitute a 
fine training in teamwork or co- 
operation, may provide an ‘irindcent 
way of letting off steam, ie. an 
outlet for instinctive powers (like 
pugnacity ) otherwise denied expres- 
sion: Furthermore, sport may help 
to develop that excellent but inde- 
finable quality so necessary in hu- 
man life known as ‘‘sportsmanship,”’ 
the capacity to appreciate the ef- 
forts-of others, to accept defeat with 
cheerfrIness and to ‘‘play the 
game.’’ By a!l these eriteria—con- 
trast, inclination, hea'th, social in- 
tercourse, co-operation, sublimation, 
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and sportsmanship—we may judge 
the value of any given sport. 


Do be eareful to avoid the grow- 
ing tendency to watch games rather 
than play them: To be a spectator 
of everything is a sign of degeneracy 
both physical and moral. There is, of 
course, a place in leisure for watch- 
ing the experts. But when the spec- 
tator attitude is allowed to become a 
permanent substitute for participa- 
tion, it is bad. Again, sport. must be 
kept in its proper place. To go crazy 
about it, as so many do, reveals a 
serious lack of balance in life. It is 
all right up to a point to be keenly 
interested in the world’s series, but 
there are plenty of things in life 
which matter far more. Let us be- 
ware of what the Bible calls ‘‘inor- 
dinate affection,’’ the thing which is 
innocent and even valuable in its 
proper place, but which becomes a 
sin through gross exaggeration. 


@ The Value of a Hobby 


The value of a hobby both to one- 
self and to other people is consid- 
erable. Take, for instance, garden- 
ing. Here is an opportunity to show 
personal creativeness in the plan- 
ning of the garden and in the choice 
of flowers and vegetables. Enjoy- 
ment is found in exercise and ac- 
tivity, and in the personal care and 
interest. But enjoyment can also be 
given to others who see the flowers 
in the garden or in the sick room, 
or in the church, while the. vege- 
tables grown are useful to the house- 
wife. Thus one hobby may touch 
many sides of life. Other hobbies 
may involve the mind and spirit 
rather than the body, as in the case 
of a young man taking up lay preach- 
ing, a great contrast to his work as 
a clerk in a bank. These illustrations 
all show that a hobby is not less 
enjoyable for having a serious. pur- 
pose, and the man who practises 
carpentry in his spare time will not 
enjoy it less but more if his handi- 
work is sold at the missionary sale 
of work and his labor goes toward 
the evangelization of the world. 
Three simple tests for a hobby are: 
enjoyment, contrast (it should be as 


a =) 


5 ie J1) 
‘Bee 
iS j 
Seep 


different as possible from our daily 

work) and usefulness. It is also help- 

ful to remember that a hobby may ' 
play an important part in education 

and character training, a point which’ 
applies especially to children. 

Through stamp collecting they can 

learn about other peoples and coun- 

tries; while the boy who keeps rab- 

bits may be learning valuable lessons 

in reliability, care, and responsi- 

bility. 


@ Social Activities 


Finally, a word about social ac- 
tivities, for it is a sound instinct 
which brings us together to spend 
our leisure time. Both solitude and 
social life have a due place in the 
proper use of leisure. A seaside holi- 
day includes the deck chair and the 
book, as well as building castles, 
bathing, and playing beach games 
with family and friends. But if our 
normal occupation is solitary, there 
will be the greater need for ree- 
reation which comes through fel- 
lowship with others. In the genial 
company of other people, a man is 
‘‘taken out of himself,’’ which is a 
large part of the secret of true 
recreation. The tea party or supper 
party, the picnic in the country, the 
social evening—in these and the like 
it is not so much the activity itself 
as in sports and hobbies but the 
being together which is primary. 


There is, however, one form of 
social activity which must be placed 
by itself as the supreme rng 
using that word in its true an 
original sense. It may be expressed 
in the lines of Coleridge: 


To walk together to the kirk 

With a goodly company. 

To walk together to the kirk, 

And all together pray, 

While each to his great Father bends 

Old men, and babes, and loving friends, 

And youths and maidens gay. 

Worshiping with the fellowship 
on the. day set aside for relaxation 
and rest, listening to the recreating 
Word of God and reading it quietly 
in the home are the chief means of 
renewal. ‘‘They that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength’’ 
(Isa. 40:31). A well-spent Sunday 
is unique in affording relaxation and 
exercise for the mind and spirit. 


@ Catering for the Whole 
Personality 


A final illustration will gather 
these points together, and impress 
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in the book of Genesis 





‘ DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


JEHOVAH, THE GOD OF HEAVEN (24:3) 

The lessons which Abraham had learned 
of God through the various revelations 
which had heen given to him were not 
forgotten. God was his very life. He not 
only had faith, but he was faithful. It 
was from Melchizedék that Abraham had 
learned that Jehovah was the Most High 
God, possessor of Heaven and earth (15: 
19). To know God as the God of Heaven 
is to know Him as the infinite One, the 
eternal. One, the omnipotent One, the 
omniscient One. There are gods many and 
lords many (1 Cor. 8:5), though they are 
only called such. But our God, who is the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
is the only God, the God of Heaven. That 
He should have become our God is an act 
of His grace, and in that knowledge we 
can glow with a divine warmth that for- 
ever satisfies. 

LORD, MAY WE COMPREHEND OUR PRESENT 
ONENESS WITH THEE IN HEAVEN. 

January 2 
SEHOVAH, THE GOD OF THE EARTH (24:3) 

To know God as no more than the God 
of Heaven would leave something lacking, 
for we are living our lives on the earth. 
The earth is an alien place. All of its 
features are at enmity against man. Its 
climate would kill a man if he did not 
take steps to shelter himself from its 
severities. Its weeds would kill his gardens 
if he did not labor to keep them down. Its 


forests would creep back over his fields if 


he did ‘not curb the hedges. Its plagues 
would kill his cattle if he did not war 
against them day by day. Its diseases 
would destroy him if he did not take every 
precautien to overcome them. But as soon 
as an individual comes to rest in God as 
the God of the earth, he knows that the 
Lord of all has become his Father, and js 
thinking thoughts of peace toward him. 
The God of earth has become his Saviour. 
LORD, MAY WE KNOW THEE AS GOD OF ALL 
THAT OUR SENSES PERCEIVE. 

Janvary 3 


NOT A WIFE OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE 
CANAANITES (24:3) 
_ True marriage is that which joins two 
people and multiplies their energies. It is 
mot passion, it is love in action. That love 
builds lives and creates new human beings. 
That love softens the hardness of a man 
and gives direction to all the resources of 
the woman. Man furnishes tender strength 
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and direction; woman furnishes yielded- 
ness and cooperation. Marriage is the 
union and communion of two who, hand 
in hand, press forward toward the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
How can such a union be possible for ‘one 
who has that end and aim in sight and one 
who does not? How can there be fellow- 
ship between righteousness and unright- 
eousness? How can a person with two 
natures be joined to a person who has 
only one nature? How can a true child of 
Abraham have a Canaanitish woman as 
bride? 

LORD, KEEP US FROM ANY UNEQUAL YOKE. 


AMONG WHOM I DWELL (24:3) January 4 
God may place our dwelling place in the 
midst of the most un-Heavenly atmos- 
phere. We may have to dwell surrounded 
on all sides by those whom we could never 
take to our hearts in any communion 
whatsoever. When God took Abraham out 
of the surroundings of Ur of the Chaldees 
it was not in order to place him in the 
midst of other people whom He had 
chosen as like-minded. God placed Abra- 
ham in the midst of people who seem to 
have been much lower in morals, ethics, 
and in theology than the rather high- 
minded relatives (comparatively speaking) 
of Abraham. God does not want us in 
Heaven until] He is through with us here 
on earth. Even Christ prayed to the Father, 
not that His own should be taken out of 
the world, but that they might be kept 
from the evil one. God wants you exactly 
where you are, but He wants you utterly 
for Himself. 
LORD, KEEP US IN THE MIDST OF OUR 
PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. 
January 5 
THOU SHALT GO UNTO MY COUNTRY (24:4) 
There was no more knowledge of the 
true God in Chaldea than there was in 
Canaan, but there was less depravity. In 
Canaan there was the smell of Sodom and 
Gomorrah and all that they stood for. God 
was still at work in His sovereign choices, 
and He was going to choose a bride for 
Abraham’s Isaac who would best serve the 
divine purpose in getting the infant nation 
established. He was ordering all things 
after the counsel of His own will, and 
they would turn out to the praise of the 
glory of His grace. Back in Ur, though 
idolatry prevailed in part, there was still 
some remnant of belief in the one true 
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God. This was the,oneé thought that was 
uppermost in the mind of Abraham. The 
woman who was to he the bride of his 
Isaac must bring.no Devilish contacts with 
her to draw his son away to idolatry. Holi- 
ness must be married “to holiness. 
LORD, MAY WE BE STRICTLY CONCERNED 
WITH HOLINESS IN EVERY PART. 
ca January 6 

TAKE A WIFE UNTO: M¥°>SON ISAAC (24:4) 

What a wonderful example for parents 
is to be found in Abraham’s solicitude for 
his son’s matrimonial welfare! The ma- 
jority of parents are interested in the 
family and fortune of those with whom 
they seek to be allied. Even parents who 
profess great godliness seem often to be 
swayed by purely social or material con- 
siderations without any thought as to the 
effect of such a marriage upon the im- 
mortal soul of their child. But surely the 
spiritual experience and spiritual character 
of the possible mate for our child should 
be of much more importance than any 
consideration of family or fortune. Why 
has God told us that there can be no com- 
munion between the believer and the un- 
believer any more than there is between 
light and darkness, or Christ and Satan 
(2 Cor. 6:14, 15)? When will we learn 
to choose truth? 
LORD, GIVE US SENSE TO SEE CLEARLY. 


MUST I NEEDS BRING THY SON AGAIN? (24:5) 
As Isaac was about forty years of age 
it might have seemed normal for him to 
go on the journey himself and pick out 
his own wife. But by now Abraham knew 
the true meaning of separation. He knew 
that God had called him out of that coun- 
try and he would on no account return 
thither or permit his son Isaac to go. If 
he had done so it might have appeared to 
the casual onlooker that Abraham had be- 
come tired of his continual pilgrimage and 
that he was weary of his wandering. He 
would not countenance that his son should 
go back to the land from which he himself 
had been separated by God. In the typical 
teaching it is, of course, easy to see that 
if men refuse Jesus Christ it does not 
mean that Christ would have to come back 
to the earth again in order to do some- 
thing further for them. Isaac had already 
passed through death and resurrection. So 
has the Lord Jesus. When He returns it 
will be triumph for those who have loved 
Him and judgment for the rest. 
LORD, KEEP US FROM ANY COMPROMISE. 
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Janvary 8 
BEWARE THAT THOU BRING NOT MY SON 
HITHER (24:6) 


Abraham was a very old man, but he 
knew exactly what he wanted and what 
he didn’t want..He was faithful to God 
and the divine calling and there was no 
thought of drawing back from that which 
had been commanded. There is a_persist- 
ence in his actions which shows the real 
perseverance of the saints. The whole 
manner in which he talks to his servant 
and makes the arrangements for his son 
shows clearly that he has a_ stedfast 


desire to do the will of the Lord, and that , 


he will not permit himself to be drawn 
away from that will by any means what- 
soever. He is determined and his deter- 
mination is inflexible. He is holding the 
beginning of his confidence stedfast unto 
the end (Heb. 3:14). This is the marked 
characteristic of all faith that is the true 
one. There was no wavering in the faith 
of Abraham for he had received it from 
God (Jas. 1:5-7). 

LORD, GIVE US FIXED. AND DETERMINED 


PURPOSE. 
January 9 


WHICH SPAKE UNTO ME (24:7) 


The man who is speaking thus confi- 
dently has a lifetime of experience with the 
faithfulness of God to strengthen him in 
his confidence. He did not have the Bible 
in front of him nor the Holy Spirit dwell- 
ing within him, but he knew God in a 
reality of experience that made up for 
those two lacks. How much more devoted 
we should be who have so much more than 
Abraham, and who live on this side of the 
cross. The Word of God, though it had 
been spoken to Abraham, was as definite 
as the Word of God which we have before 
us in the written record. Just as sand and 
cement and rock are bound together by 
water to make the concrete of our houses 
and our roads, so the word of God, when 
it comes to our hearts in truth, binds to- 
gether all of the things of earth into one 
great and unshakable foundation. 

LORD, SPEAK TO US THAT WE MAY NOT BE 
MOVED. 
January 10 


HE SHALL SEND HIS ANGEL BEFORE THEE 
(24:7) 

By now Abraham was familiar with the 
Lord’s ways of working. He knew that 
God never started anything that He did 
not finish. He knew that if the Lord had 
put it within his heart to do a spiritual 
thing on behalf of his son, Isaac, that the 
Lord would take care of the details. He 
had seen the messengers of the Lord be- 
fore. He could remember the day that the 
three came to him under the oaks of 
Mamre. -He had learned that God is very 
consistent in His ways, and while He is 
definitely wonderful in the variety of His 
ways, they are always in harmony with 
His loving kindness and tender mercies. 
It would be impossible for God to put a 
desire in a human heart without making it 
possible for that desire to be gratified. If 
we delight ourself in the Lord He will give 
us the desires of our (renewed) heart. 
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Thus Abraham knew that God would lead. 
LORD, MAKE US FAITHFUL IN FOLLOWING THY 
LEADINGS. 

January 11 
IF THE WOMAN BE NOT WILLING . . . THOU 
SHALT BE CLEAR (24:8) 

This whole story is a type—a picture— 
of the manner in which the true Church, 
the bride of Christ, is called out for the 
Heavenly Isaac. We—you and I—are 
called to go out and present the claims of 
the unseen Christ and to tell men and 
women that they are called to leave all to 
go to the Saviour who loves them. But 
suppose they will not listen to us? That 
is not our responsibility. All that is re- 
quired of us is that we be faithful to our 
commission. If we are zealous in our ef- 
forts and diligent in our obedience, we 
shall have done all that the Lord has asked 
us to do. If, due to the wilful obstinacy 
of those whom we invite to Christ, we 
come back empty-handed, God does not 
hold us in any wise responsible. We shall 
receive our reward “according to our 
labor” (1 Cor. 3:8}, and shall be glori- 
ous in God’s eyes, though Israel be not 
gathered (Isa. 49:5). 

LORD, GIVE US SIMPLE AND DILIGENT FAITH- 
FULNESS. 

January 12 
THE SERVANT SWARE TO HIM (24:9) 

Never was there a better pattern of a 
servant than that which we find in this 
story. The reason is that he is portraying 
the work of the Holy Spirit in executing 
the purposes of God, and that therefore 
he must be the model servant. In every 
step that he took he displayed his worthi- 
ness to be trusted with such an important 
mission. He was prudent, foresighted, de- 
vout, prayerful, worshipful, courteous, 
shrewd, thankful, generous, wise, sociable, 
determined, persevering, and faithful to 
the end. We could not want a better ex- 
ample for our own walk in the midst of 
this world.- For we are sent out in the 
midst of the world to seek for souls, and 
we must have the attributes of the true 
servant if we are to do our Master’s bid- 
ding. When we are chosen of the Lord to 
serve Him we must be totally His. 

LORD, MAKE US COMPLETELY THINE OWN. 


TEN CAMELS (24:10) Janvary 13 
The prudence of Abraham's servants is 
to be seen in the fact that he took ten 
camels, richly laden with gifts, and took 
other servants with him. If he had gone 
alone without any evidences of the wealth 
of Abraham, he could not have expected to 
be believed. Though he was not told by 
Abraham what to do, he prepared a com- 
plete caravan, with enough camels to bring 
back the bride and her retinue. The serv- 
ants that were with him served not only 
for the tasks of the journey, and as wit- 
nesses of the wealth of Abraham, but also 
were there as witnesses of the conduct of 
the messenger who was doing his master’s 
bidding. He showed by every act that he 
was trusting God fully, but this trust did 
not cause him to neglect the means of at- 
taining all that he was setting out to do. 
Thus we must set forth, trusting in the - 


Lord, but taking with us our education, our 
talents, our gifts, our whole outfit of 
human resources, and expecting God to: 
bless. : 

LORD, MAY WE NEVER DISDAIN THE PROPER. 
MEANS. 


AT A WELL OF WATER (24:11) January 14 

He arrives at his destination, and picks 
a spot where it will be possible to meet the 
damsels of the town whose was the task of 
supplying the city with water. It is pos- 
sible to see such girls today, standing in 
line at the wells and the springs through- 
out the orient. And though the old oil can 
has replaced the beautiful water jar of 
ancient times the task is still the same. The 
arrival was at evening time, the time when 
the women go out to draw water. This is 
an interesting word, because it reminds us 
that the harlot of Samaria came down 
under the broiling sun of noon, rather 
than brave the fires of the scorn of the 
other women who came in the cool of the 
day. The servant was now in the place 
where he could see the girls of the town 
and proceed in his choosing of the bride. 
LORD, GIVE US PRACTICALITY IN OUR WORK. 


January 15 
JEHOVAH, GOD OF MY MASTER ABRAHAM 
(24:12) 

It is interesting that this servant who 
was a Gentile of Damascus (15:2) laid 
hold upon the God of Abraham. He, him- 
self, had no right of access to God, for 
God had not taken. him as He took Abra- 
ham (lisa. 51:1, 2). But this servant, by 
laying hold of Abraham was able to lay 
hold of the God of Abraham, and to know 
Him in salvation. Now, in a far country, 
and far from his master, he knows that 
the God of Abraham is the true God, and 
he turns naturally to Him. We can see 
behind this prayer that the lifé and faith 
of Abraham had already borne fruit. God 
had told him, even at the time of his call, 
that in him should a1 the families of the 
earth be blessed, and now we see a servant, 
who seems to have furnished much of the 
brains behind Abraham’s riches, turning to 
the God of Abraham who had become his 
God. This ‘servant was one of those who 
had been circumcised with Abraham (17: 
23), and faith was now bearing fruit. 
LORD, MAY WE CARRY OUR HOUSEHOLDS 
WITH US. 


SEND ME GOOD SPEED (24:12) January 16 

Little is accomplished by those who dilly- 
dally. It is generally true that if you want 
something done it is necessary to pick a 
busy man to do it for you. And the busier 
and more active the man, the more likely 
you are to have your work done wisely, 
expeditiously, and well. Each day you 
should ask the Lord to give you firmness 
and decision in all of the things you have 
to do. Begin with asking the Lord to let 
you hear the alarm clock on time. Then 
ask the Lord to get you through your 
ablutions in quick time so that you can 
spend. time with the Word before you meet 
even your nearest and dearest. Then ask 
the Lord to speed you on your tasks, that 

(Continued on Page 41) 
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Baptized into Christ 


Into His Increase, Baptism 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Following His circumcision, into 
which we are baptized by the Holy 
Spirit, in our complete and perfect 
identification with all of the body of 
Christ, the Lord Jesus “increased in 


wisdom and stature, and in favor with . 


God and man” (Lk. 2:52). Into this 
increase of our Lord we, too, are 
baptized. How does it come about 
that the path of the just is as a shining 
light that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day? It is because we are 
identified by the Holy Spirit into the 
increase of the Lord Jesus. How is 
it that He which hath begun a good 
work in you will keep on perfecting it 
until the day of Jesus Christ? It is 
because we are identified by the Holy 
Spirit into the increase of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Can we not say, Blessed 
increase. 


Increase 

First of all, it is an increase in wis- 
dom. At times it is difficult for us to 
see just where the division of the 
work of the Father, the work of the 
Son, and the work of the Holy Spirit, 
in our behalf, takes place. There is a 
great overlapping in what the three 
Persons of the Godhead do for us. 
It is Christ who is made unto us 
wisdom; it is God the Father who 
makes Christ wisdom unto us; it is 
by the Spirit that the word of wisdom 
is given. But though all of the three 
members of the Godhead are involved 
in the gift, it is ever the Holy Spirit 
who is the agent of the Trinity at 
work in our being, conforming us -to 
Christ. It is on the basis of our 
identification with Christ by the Holy 
Spirit that we may grow into our 
Saviour’s earthly increase in wisdom. 


20 WE MUST BE STRONG IN THE LORD TO BE STRONG FOR THE LORD 


The third in a series of helpful studies by the Editor 
on the meaning of our position in the body of Christ 


Secondly, it is an increase in sta- 
ture. With the Lord Jesus it was an 
increase in bodily stature; with us it 
is an increase in spiritual stature. 
There is a beautiful passage in the 
Word of God which tells us where 
our Lord Jesus grew up. I once ran 
across a piece of nonsense written by 
one of those who think that Britain 
and America are the ten lost tribes. 
It intimated that Jesus had been 
brought to England after the visit to 
the temple at the age of twelve, and 
that He had spent the so-called hidden 
years there. One shudders to think 
of the vacuum of folly into which 
men can be sucked when the truth of 
God becomes too small for them! The 
Lord Jesus did not grow up in Eng- 
land, of that we may be sure; but we 
do know where He did grow up. 


Isaiah tells us: “He shall grow up’ 


before Him (the Father) as a tender 
plant” (Isa. 53:2). What a garden 
that was! It may indeed have been 
hidden from men, but it was not hid- 
den from the Father. Nor are we. 
Some may think that their lonely lives 
in some isolated, part of the worid, are 
quite unknown: but they are known 
to Him. In the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit we are baptized into the Lord’s 
increase in stature. Daily the Holy 
Spirit is at work accomplishing this 
task in us. The whole of God’s organ- 
ization of the invisible Church is “for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ; till we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto’a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ” 
(Eph. 4:12, 13). 


Maturity 


God desires maturity in the be- 
liever. He has provided that maturity 
for us in the work of the Holy Spirit 
identifying us into the increase of 
Christ. We in America have a phrase 
that we sometimes use for people who 
are not quite as dignified as they 
should be: we say to them, “Why 
don’t you grow up?” or, “Why don’t 
you act your age’’’ God says that to 
us in His Word—“That we hence- 
forth be no more children, tossed to 
and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive ; but speak- 


ing the truth in love, may grow up 


into Him in’all things, which is the 
head, even Christ” (Eph. 4:14, 15). 
It is not normal that a Christian 
should be. ever: learning and never 
able to come:to the knowledge of the 
truth. Grow up into Him. Only then 
can you stand firm, and having done 
all, stand. 


I am reminded of the very old ser- 
mon illustration, somewhat hackneyed 
by now, perhaps, but which may serve 
its purpose with the younger genera- 
tion which has not heard it. The story 
is told’of a man who came in the 
early days of travel in rural America, 
to the broad stream of the Mississippi 
in mid-winter. He desired to cross, 
but saw that a sheet of ice covéred the 
river. Very timidly he stepped out on 
the ice, and took a few steps from the 
shore. He thought he heard the ice 
cracking and, in order to distribute 
his weight more, he got down on all 
fours and painfully began to inch his 
way across the river. After half an 
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hour of this, when he was a quarter of 


a mile from shore, he heard sleigh- 
bells. With great caution he brought 
himself to a half-upright position and 
saw, a few hundred yards down 
stream, a neighboring farmer with a 
four-horse team, shod for travel on 
ice, pulling a great wagon-load of hay 
which the farmer was taking to his 
barn. The timid traveler walked out 
after that with more confidence! May 
many of us walk with ever firmer step 
as we realize the maturity of stature 
into which the Holy Spirit has bap- 
tized us in our identification with 
Christ. 


We are to take certain truths for 
granted, and never go back to ques- 
tion them. We are commanded to 
leave the principles of the doctrine of 
Christ and to go on to perfection. We 
are not to lay again the foundation of 
repentance from dead works, and of 
faith toward God (Heb. 6:1). The 
Christian who is alive in Christ may 
know of a surety that he is alive be- 
cause he has been made alive by the 
Holy Spirit. That is the end of the 
matter. We can say without presump- 
tion that we are just as sure that we 
are going to be in Heaven as we are 
sure that Jesus, the Son of God, will 
be there. Is it presumptuous to be- 
lieve God, or to doubt God? Boasting 
is excluded: He did it all, so accept it 
and grow up. You are baptized into 
that stature of maturity which allows 
you to know that you are saved, once 
for all and forever. In the same pas- 
sage He tells us to stop arguing 
about baptisms and ordination, and 
whether there is life after death and 
whether there is an eternal judgment. 
He has spoken, the revelation is clear : 
just believe it and stop talking! Grow 
up into the stature of His maturity. 


Favor With God 


Christ’s increase was also an in- 
crease in favor with God. Into this 
we are baptized by the Holy Spirit. 
The Lord God loves us more today 
than He loved us yesterday. How 
could it be otherwise? Is He not 
incessantly transforming us into the 
image of His Son? In Christ are all 
of the Father’s delights: therefore as 
we become more like Christ, the 
Father must delight in us more and 
more. It is, of course, not a delight 
in anything that we are in ourselves, 
but it is a delight in what we are 
becoming in Christ. Not long ago I 
heard my son preach, and as he up- 
lifted Christ I had more delight in him 
than ever in his life before. 
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Favor With Man 


Again, Christ’s increase was in the 
favor of man. It should go without 
saying that He did not increase in 
favor with the scribes and the Phari- 
sees: this refers obviously to re- 
deemed man. With all the needy mul- 
titude He increased in favor. They 
knew that God was among them. The 
humble fishermen, the cleansed lepers, 
the Magdalene, and the family of 
Bethany—how He increased in their 
favor! At first they saw Him as a 
man, then as a prophet, then as a 
miracle-worker, then as the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. They were 
willing to break their boxes of spike- 
nard, very precious, and pour every 
drop upon the feet of Jesus Christ— 
not on the first day, but as time went 
on. It is into this increase that we 
are baptized by the Holy Spirit. We 
do not grow great in the Lord’s work 
by having mother go to the Lord and 
ask for the right and left-hand places 
for her sons. The Lord said that 
princes of the Gentiles exercise do- 
minion over them, and they that are 
great exercise authority upon them. 
“But it shall not be so among you,” 
our Lord added “but whosoever will 
be great among you, let him. be your 
minister, and whosoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your servant” 
(Mt. 20:26, 27). 

How does this work out? Take as 
an example Mr. Aldis, who as a 
young man was spoken of as a keen 
Christian ; then he entered the China 
Inland Mission and through the years 
received the increasing trust and con- 
fidence of his fellow workers. He 
went to Keswick as an occasional 





speaker, and in due course became a 
member of the Council and then a 
trustee. Finally he became the head - 
of the C.I.M. and the chairman of the 
trustees and of the convention, and : 
president of the London Bible Col- 
lege. What does all this mean ?' That 
he was baptized of the Holy Spirit 
into the increase of Christ in favor 
with his fellow-believers. The path of 
increase will be different in the life 
of every different believer. For some 
it may be merely that they are held in 
the solid respect of leaders, without 
any thought that they, themselves, 
are gifted for leadership. I remem- 
ber seeing a man who bore a title 
standing after a prayer meeting with 
his arm around the shoulders of a 
gardener. Afterwards has said to me, 
“Splendid chap that. Keen Chris- 
tian, and with a real knowledge of the 
Word of God.” The gardener had by 
the Holy Spirit the increase of Christ 
in favor with man. That is no small 
thing ; and into that we are baptized 
by the Holy Spirit. 


The Baptism of Jesus 

The next time we see the Lord 
Jesus is at His baptism. Into this we 
are identified by the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit; but we must study the 
incident in order to understand its 
significance. First, we must compre- 
hend that Christian baptism and the 
baptism of John have no connection 
the one with the other. This is proven 
by the fact recorded in Acts 19, that 
the people of the diaspora who had 
been baptized with John’s baptism, 
and who had been in ignorance of 
the intervening events of Christ’s 
ministry and redemptive work, were’ 


The man who desires ‘to stick 
to the simplicities of faith, 
preaching the whole of the 
counsel. of God, should never 
be deterred by those who 
would accuse him of not being 
sufficiently scientifically  theo- 
logical. 


Pedants accused Fabre, the 
greatest naturalist who has 
ever lived, of lacking scientific 
profundity. He replied, “You 
rip up the animal and | study 
~ it alive; you turn it into an 
object of ‘horror and pity 
whereas | cause it to be loved; 
you labor in a torture chamber 
and dissecting room; | make 


my observations under the blue sky to the song of the cicadas .. . | write above all things 
for the young. | want to make them love the natural history which you make them hate.” 
Let us never weary of making the truth plain and simple for God’s tender lambs. 
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baptized over again in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. If anyone 
raises a question about that, reply 
that it could only apply to the first 
generation of the Christian Church, 
which was a transition period. The 
new birth and the baptism of the 
Spirit take place at the same moment. 
We must understand that the baptism 
of sinners unto repentance by John 
the Baptist and the baptism of the 
Lord Jesus Christ were also two 
quite differerit things. He was not 
baptized unto repentance: for He had 
nothing to repent. We have seen that 
the metaphorical meaning of the word 
“baptize” is to identify, and never is 
that meaning more evident than in the 
work of the forerunner with respect 
to Jesus Christ. It was John who 
identified the Messiah, Israel’s pass- 
over Lamb. 

Let us remind ourselves of the 
method by which a passover lamb was 
chosen. A man went to his sheepfold 
to choose a lamb for the sacrifice. It 
was the tenth day of the month Nisan. 
He took a lamb and examined it. No, 


In Salt Lake City a suspected shoplifter 
seized by police switched from howls of 
protest to howls of pain when an electric 
iron he had stolen slipped down inside his 
trouser leg and bounced off his toe. 


He was in the same predicament as the 
man who says today that he will tell God 
how good he has been and that this will 
get him into Heaven. As a matter of fact, 
every mouth will be stopped (Rom. 3:19) 
so far as offering any excuse is concerned 
and the only sound the unsaved will make 
will be weeping and wailing and gnashing 
of teeth. Unfortunately, none of this will 
be in the line of repentance but only in 
bitter hatred against God. 




















that one would not do; evidently it 
had torn its tender skin on a thorn at 
one time, and there was a scar. He 
caught another, and looked at it care- 
fully. No, evidently that one had got 
its foot in a hole and there was a bone 
in its leg that had been broken and 
imperfectly healed. This one had a 
wen; that one had a scab. Finally a 
lamb was found that seemed perfectly 
whole. It was without spot or blem- 
ish. It was taken into the house and 
kept for three days. Then it was 
examined again, and on the next day, 
the fourteenth day of the month, it was 
put to death. 


The Identification of the Messiah 

John, the forerunner, knew that he 
was to identify the Messiah, the pass- 
over Lamb. The crowds of people 
followed Him, and He looked them 
over. He had the consciousness that, 
though his own ministry was great, 
there came a mightier that was to 
follow him. The Pharisees asked him 
if he were the Messiah. His language 
was emphatic, “He confessed, and 
denied not; but confessed, I am not 
the Christ” (John 1:20). There must 
have been within him a sense of the 
overflow of desire to find the One 
who was the object of his mission. 
Suddenly, there emerged a _ noble 
young Pharisee, we will say, head 
and shoulders above the people. There 
may have been the momentary 
thought in John, “Could this be the 
one for whom I am waiting?” Then, 
as he watched him, narrowly, he saw 
a fretful moment of impatience as he 
pushed a child from his path. Imme- 
diately John knew that this man with 
a blemish could not be the Saviour. 
Then another, with great show of 
piety, was praying a beautiful prayer 
in the market place. The forerunner 
thought, “Could this be He?” And 
then a childish ‘voice is heard, 
“Mother, is that the man who de- 
voured our house when father died ?” 
Spots and blemishes, all too visible, 
in all the sons of Adam. 

And then the Lord, the Holy Spirit, 
comes upon Jehn as he sees Jesus, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” 
Thus John the identifier points to the 
Lord Jesus as the Lamb of the pass- 
over. He is seen to be without spot 
and blemish. But who is capable of 
judging this? Not John. A voice is 
heard from Heaven, saying, “Thou 
art My beloved Son; in Thee I am 
well pleased.” When He had thus 
been approved by God, He was taken 
into the house of Israel for three 


years. After that He was examined 
again in the sight of men and angels. 
On the mount of transfiguration God 
again looks upon the heart of His 
Son. In the meanwhile He-had fel- 
lowship with publicans and sinners. 
Harlots had looked Him in the eye. 
Oh, is there now a blemish in this 
one? Once more the voice comes from 
Heaven, “This is My Beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; hear ye 
Him” (Mt. 17:5). 


Public Manifestation 
Now the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
identifies every believer with the bap- 
tism of the Lord Jesus Christ. There 
He was ‘publicly manifested as the 
Son of God. And there comes a time 
when we are publicly manifested as 


followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, to . 


take our place before the world as 
belonging to Him. I will not enter 
into the bypaths that have been opened 
up to us by conflicting theologies. I 
do not find that water baptism has 
anything to do with regeneration. 
Some believe in covenant baptism; 
others hold to what is known as “be- 
lievers’ baptism.” We will let other 
men discuss these matters. In all true 
Christian lives there comes a time 
when there is a public confession of 
the Saviour. Whether it is at the 
moment of your adult baptism, or 
whether it is that you confirm vows 
that were taken on your behalf, does 
not matter for our present purpose 
We probably would find the most 
widely divergent views held here. 
What is important to my purpose is 
that in our baptism by the Holy Spirit 
we are all, whatever our name or sign, 
identified with the public manifesta- 
tion in our position as sons. I do not 
find any place in Scripture for secret 
believers, so called. When a man is 
saved, he must be manifested as God’s 
son. 

Perhaps the best example of this 
work of God in.our hearts is that 
which reminds -up that: we have re- 
ceived “the Spirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry, Abba, Father” (Rom. 8:15). 
What is this adoption of sons which 
was one of the purposes of our re- 
demption (Gal. 4:5)? The answer is 
somewhat confused because the pro- 
cess of adoption in Anglo-Saxon coun- 
tries concerns something very different 
from the adoptio of Roman law. To- 
day childless parents take a homeless 
orphan, and the event is called “adop- 
tion.” Do not think that is what the 
Bible means by adoption. In Roman 
law the adoptio was something quite 

(Continued on Page 32) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Sunday School 


By DONALD 


JANUARY 20, 1952 
Matthew Becomes a Follower 


LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 9:9; 
LUKE 5:27-39 

Golden Text: “They that are whole need 

not a physician; but they that are sick. I 

came not to call the righteous, but sinners 

to repentance” (Lk. 5:31-32). 

A favorite device in intelligence 
tests is to picture a series of objects, 
one of which is out of its class. The 
problem is to recognize the odd item 
in the series. In a sense, today’s les- 
son deals with a man who was out 
of series. Those whom Jesus had 
previously called into discipleship 
were men of integrity. Of Nathaniel 
our Lord said, ‘‘ Behold an Israelite 
indeed, in whom is no guile’’ (John 
1:47). But Matthew was not a per- 
son of unblemished character; he 
belonged to a class notorious for its 
trickery and’ extortion. He was 
despised and mistrusted among his 
fellow Jews, who denied him their 
fellowship.’ In these facts lies the 
significance of Christ’s action, ex- 
plained in our Golden Text. Our 
lesson will emphasize Christ’s re- 
demptive power in human life; He 
calls rank outsiders into companion- 
ship with Himself and transforms 
them thereby. But we must not miss 
the logical extension of this truth, 
namely, that we should class no per- 
son as hopeless, nor dény to the most 
unlikely the opportunity of hearing 
and believing the Gospel. 


Lesson Material 


Teachers will read both versions 
of today’s story, in Matthew 9:9-17 
and Luke 5 :27-39. They contain only 
one outstanding discrepancy: the 
name of the principal character. In 
the first Gospel he is described as 
Matthew, and in the third as Levi. 
Are the two identical? That they 
are is placed beyond all doubt by 
Luke’s list of the disciples (Lk. 
6:13-16). No Levi is mentioned 
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there—but Matthew is. To make the 
identification doubly sure, the roll 
of the disciples in Matthew 10:2-4 
includes the name of ‘‘ Matthew the 
publican.’’ It may be concluded that 
Levi changed his name after enter- 
ing the service of the Lord Jesus. 
Luke, true to his gracious character, 
used the former name in order not 
to publicize his friend’s past. Mat- 
thew himself, on the other hand, 
boldly identified himself as the 
publican that he might glorify the 
grace which sought and changed 
him. 

‘Following Luke’s narrative, we 
find Matthew (as we will call him) 
‘‘sitting at the receipt of custom.’’ 
The Roman power leased the right 
to collect taxes from subject races 
to the highest bidders. These in 
turn employed native agents to 
gather the money. At both points 
there was room for dishonesty, 
which was widely practiced. The 
sufferers were the common people, 
who were made to pay in excess of 
the proper dues to line the pockets 
of the unscrupulous agents. It can 
be understood how these publicans, 
as they were called, were hated. 
Among the Jews a man who stooped 
to these things was not only a traitor 
to his race but also an apostate from 
the faith. Sell 

Matthew seems to have been the 
equivalent of: a customs official. 
Stationed in Capernaum, he levied 
duty on goods entering or leaving 
the country, either by the many 
caravan routes which merged there, 
or as seaborne merchandise. Our 
Lord had already made Capernaum 
His headquarters, and since Mat- 
thew’s duties would be regular, it 
is legitimate to suppose that he had 
some contact with Jesus before. the 
incident recorded here. Denied the 
religious consolation of the syna- 
gogue, it was possible that’ Matthew 
listened to our Lord as He preached 
in the open, and found new hope in 
the Master’s words and works. 


Called to Follow 

How much Matthew understood 
of the obligations of . discipleship: 
when he answered Christ’s call we 
cannot say. His eager response, how- 
ever, revealed his longing for a new 
beginning. Moreover, his first’ re- 
corded act after his call indicates 
that he appreciated the imperative 
of witnessing. He invited all his old 
associates to'a feast in his home, 
that they might there meet Jesus. 
What happened at the feast sheds 
light on the attitude of other Jews 
toward Matthew and his kind—an 
attitude of condemnation and sepa- 
ration which made no effort to win 
them to a better way of life. From 
their holier-than-thou point of view 
they could not understand Jesus 
consorting with such people. His 
rebuke consisted of what was prob- 
ably a contemporary proverb: 
‘“hey that are whole need not a 
physician, but they that are sick.’’ 
So long as the Pharisees considered 
themselves spiritually superior they 
placed themselves outside the area 
of Christ’s help. Only men who 
knew their need could benefit from 
His redemptive purpose. 

The verses that follow (33-35) 
contain our Lord’s declaration that 
in Himself men would find the 
secret of true happiness—a truth 
which Matthew would be ready to 
endorse. Even His death, which 
would bring them sorrow, would be 
transformed into joy for them. 
The final verses (36-39) expressed 
the Master’s condemnation of re- 
ligionists, hide-bound by tradition, 
who rejected the new simply because 
it was new. In this matter, Matthew 
had more sense than they. 


- Lesson Plan 


1. A Soul for Sale 
a. Publicans and sinnets 
b. Matthew's mistake — 
_2. A Soul to Save 
a. Hope in Jesus 
b. The gracious call 
3. A Soul to Serve 
a. Reaching his friends 
b. Telling the world 
1. The Jews were masters at coin- 
ing phrases of derision. When they 
spoke of ‘‘publicans and sinners’’ 
they expressed supreme contempt. 
Humanly speaking, their hatred 
could be understood. They were a 
proud people under bondage to 
Rome, and when men of their own 
number turned ‘‘quisling’’ in order 
to enrich themselves they had noth- 
ing for them but deep loathing. So 
they classed them with moral out- 
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easts, avoided all social contact 
with them, and denying them the 
privileges of the synagogue. 

Matthew made the mistake of 
thinking that weaith would bring 
happiness. He sold his soul in order 
to make money, only to discover 
that he had forfeited what money 
could never buy—peace of heart and 
mind, the respect of his neighbors, 
and the comforts of religion. We 
may think of him as a disillusioned 
person, one among innumerable 
hosts of people who make material 
things their god and discover too 
late that their deepest desires are 
unsatisfied. 

2. In his loneliness and dejection, 
picture Matthew listening to Jesus. 
He could not go to synagogue wor- 
ship, but he could stand on the edge 
of the crowd while Jesus preached. 
In His words and the grace of His 
person Matthew found hope. A 
gentle, loving look in Matthew’s 
direction would convince him that 
here was One who did not shun 
him. Yet the publican hesitated to 
speak to the Preacher. 

One day, the Preacher spoke to 
him. Coming to him where he sat 
at his despised profession, Jesus 
called Matthew into fellowship with 
Himself. The unhappy man needed 
no second bidding. ‘‘He left all, 
rose up, and followed Him.’’ The 
Pharisees would never have helped 
to lift this man out of his condition 
of spiritual despair. It needed kind- 
ness; and that is true of many 
around us. Not only the message we 
take them, but the way we deliver 
it, will contribute to their salvation. 

3. How Matthew shames us by 
his witnessing zeal! He lost no time 
before bringing his old friends and 
acquaintances into the position of 
possible blessing. In his home they 
were introduced to Jesus. The feast 
provided a vivid contrast between 
the Pharisaical and the Christian 


attitudes. The critics of Jesus could 
blame but never bless; they could 
condemn but not convert. On the 
other hand, our holy Saviour con- 
descended to men whose sins grieved 
His heart in order that in His com- 
pany they might find hope and 
salvation. 

The man who began by telling 
his friends ended up by telling the 
world. The first of the Gospels bears 
the name of this one-time publican. 
Oh, the possibilities of a life yielded 
to the Son of God! Least likely of 
all in the eyes of some, Matthew 
became the historian of the One who 
lifted him, and through his story 
millions have found fhe same 
Saviour. 





JANUARY 27, 1952 
Nicodemus, a Hesitant Follower 
LESSON TEXT: JOHN 3:1-10; 
7:45-52 
Golden Text: “Verily, verily, I say unto 


thee, Except a man be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 


Our lessons are offering vivid 
contrasts in human character: last 
week a despised publican, this week 
a’ highly-esteemed Pharisee. Was 
there anything that these men had 
in common? There was: they were 
both sinners needing a Saviour. So 
we find them both drawn into the 
circle of Christ’s redeeming love. It 
is significant that Matthew re- 
sponded immediately to our Lord’s 
eall, while Nicodemus postponed his 
publie identisieation with Him. The 
publican’s problems were moral— 
his own ugly sins from which he 
lcnged for deliverance. Nicodemus’ 
recognized problems, on the other 
hand, were intellectual: he had to 
be convinced first in his mind be- 
fore he would commit himself to 
Jesus Christ. But, at length, both 
men submitted; the power of the 
Lord Jesus prevai.ed over their 





Christians. 





The Transformed Tinker 


After the Bible, the best known book in the Christian world is 
Bunyan’s The Pilg. im’s Progress. Its author, on his own confession, 
had few equals from childhood in ‘‘cursing, swearing, lying, and 
blaspheming the holy name of God.’’ To his shame he recalled the 
day when a woman reproved him as ‘‘the ungodliest fellow for swear- 
ing she had ever heard in all her life.’’ He described himself as ‘‘the 
very ringleader of all the youth that kept him company, in all manner 
of vice and ungodliness.’’ Such was the man who, through the opera- 
tion of the grace of God in his heart, became a fearless preacher of 
the Gospel, enduring prison for his convictions, and composing in 
prison the great spiritual allegory which is treasured by all 
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sins and over their doubts, so that 
they are to be numbered among 
‘*Early Followers of Jesus.’’ 


Lesson Material 

To claim for John 3 that it is the 
best known chapter in the New 
Testament is not the same as claim- 
ing that it is the best understood. 
In point of fact, there is much here 
tnat is difficult and to which vary- 
ing interpretations have been given. 
There is disagreement, for example, 
over the action of Nicodemus. Was 
he a coward for coming to Jesus 
by night? Some suggest he was. Yet 
to know something about his back- 
ground is to wonuer that he came 
at all. 

Nicodemus has a dual deserip- 
tion: *‘a man of tue i’harisees .. . 
a ruler of the Jews.’ whe tirst 
phrase identities him as a member 
of the most conservative religious 
group of his time: splendid people 
in many respects, but warped in 
their judgments by into.erance, 
forma:ism, and pride. ‘i‘he second 
phrase places him as a member of 
the Sanhedrin, tue higuest court of 
the Jews, composed of seventy-one 
members. He was, therefore, one of 
the most prominent religious lead- 
ers of his day. The group to which 
he belonged had atready clashed 
with Jesus following His cieansing 
of the Temple (John 2:13-17). His 
words: ‘*‘Destroy this temple, and 
in three days I wiil raise it up’’ 
(2:19) were interpreted as blas- 
phemy, and retained as evidence 
against Him when He was brought 
to trial (Mt. 26:61). Is it not a 
testimony to the sincerity of Nico- 
demus, therefore, that he came at 
all to Jesus? His whole reputation 
was at stake by his action. 

‘The manner in which Nicodemus 
began “his conversation with our 
Lord (3:2) suggests that he had a 
specific question to ask. But he 
never got to that question. instead, 
Jesus startled him by the statement : 
‘*Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.’’ 
This cut clean across all the thinking 
of the Pharisees who considered 
their spiritual security beyond ques- 
tion because they were Abraham’s 
seed. So, with wondrous patience, 
our Lord sought to make His mean- 
ing clear. ‘‘That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh; and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.’’ 


Jesus Preaches Himself 
Using a parable from nature, 
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Jess endeavored to bring under- 
standing of spiritual truth to Nico- 
demus (v. 8), but apparently to no 
avail. ‘Then our Lord began to speak 
of Himself. That we have nothing 
more than a summary of that won- 
derful conversation there can be 
little doubt; but the summary is 
rich in glorious truth—‘‘the Gospel 
in a nutshe.,’’ as it has been so often 
described. It did not bear immediate 
fruit, but subsequent events re- 
vealed the depth of the impression 
made on Nicodemus’ mind and 
heart. 

There are two years between 
chapters tnree and seven of John’s 
Gospel. The conflict between Jesus 
and the Pharisees had broadened. 
Alarmed by our Lord’s popularity, 
these re.:igious leaders resolved upon 
action. They sent their own guard 
to arrest Him, but the guard re- 
turned without their prisoner. This 
maddened the Jewish leaders. Scorn- 
fully they asked the soldiers whether 
they, too, had surrendered to the 
infl.ence of Jesus, adding that 
nobody of any consequence believed 
in Him. ‘his seems to have smitten 
Nicodemis in the conscience. He 
co.ld mo ionger keep silent. So he 
spoke up in defense of Jesus as a 
man condemned without a hearing, 
and thus brought upon himself the 
scathing inquiry: ‘‘ Art thou aso of 
Gauilee?’’ ‘They could have meant 
one of two things—or both; that 
Nicodemus was an ignoramus, or 
that he was a follower of Jesus. 

Within a few months the hatred 
of the Jewish hierarchy had gone to 
its limit in securing the death of 
the Lord. Nicodemus could do noth- 
ing to save Him from the cross; but 
afterward, overcoming his timidity 
and pride, this highly-placed Jew 
asked Pilate for the Lord’s body and 
gave it dignified burial (John 19: 
38-42). In this last tribute he was 
assisted by Joseph of Arimathaea, 
also a member of the Sanhedrin 
(Mk. 15:43 and Lk. 23:50-51), and 
described as ‘‘a disciple of Jesus’’ 
(John 19:38). So from among the 
circle of His bitterest enemies Jesus 
won two men who witnessed to their 
love for Him in His death. 


Lesson Plan 


1. Visitor by Night 
a. Ernest inquirer 
b. Privileged person 
2. Light in the Darkness 
a. Obstacles of the mind 
c. Christ the answer 
3. The Day of Decision 
a. The challenge of the cross 
1. Jesus was in Jerusalem when 
he was visited by Nicodemus. It 
would have been impossible for this 
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man to have talked with Jesus dur- 
ing the day without jeopardizing 
his position among the Jews. But 
he was earnestly desirous of talking 
with the Master, and so he came 
under cover of darkness. It is easy 
to criticise him, but we shall help 
ourselves more if we recognize his 
sincerity and determination. It was 
better to come by night than not to 
come at all. 

Nicodemus represents privileged 
people who, whi.e possessed of many 
advantages, still need the blessing 
of the new birth. Children of godly 
homes are in danger of supposing 
that their background is adequate 
to secure divine favor. They need to 
know, with Nicodemus, that all must 
be born again—that their is no sal- 
vation apart from personal faith in 
Jesus Christ on the terms of John 
3:16. 

2. It is a problem to some why 
cultured and educated people have 
diitieulty in accepting the Gospel. 
Nicodemus furnishes an explana- 
tion: his approach to spiritual truth 
was entirely along intel!ectual lines. 
Our Lord’s insistence on the new 
birth was met with objections on 
the physical plane: How could a 
man be born again? Argument did 
nothing to convince him; it was not 
until our Lord presented Himself 
to Nicodemus as the object of faith 
that the light began to dawn in his 
heart and mind. 


The way to deal with people who 
hold back from Christian disciple- 
ship on intellectual grounds is not 
to meet them with scholarly argu- 
ments, but to seek to introduce them 
to Jesus Christ. He is the answer to 
every mental difficulty. When we 
recognize Him as the Saviour from 
our sins we fall at His feet and find 
the peace which otherwise eludes 
us. Christ is the answer! 


3. Nicodemus postponed decision 
for Christ until the cross; he could 
then postpone it no longer. We must 
believe that the tragedy of Calvary 
brought to his mind the words of 
Jesus: ‘‘As Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of man be lifted up: that 
whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting 
life’’ (John 3:14-15). Though he 
had held back from a plain avowal 
of his faith in Jesus, the cross chal- 
lenged him into open’ confession. 


It is still the eross which breaks 
down the barriers which pride, and 
inte’lectval superiority, and social 
prestige erect against the Son of 
God. To stand and gaze upon the 
sacrifice of Golgotha is to ery with 
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the apostle Paul: ‘‘The Son of God, 
who loved me and gave Himself. for 
me.’’ Such love demands my loyalty, 
shames my reticence, rebukes my 
fears, calls for my bold acknowledg- 
ment that Jesus is my Saviour and 
my Lord. 


FEBRUARY 3, 1952 
A Pharisee and a 
Repentant Woman 

LESSON TEXT: LUKE 7:36-50 
Golden Text: “If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 1:9). 

Our lessons continue to furnish 
studies in contrasts. No greater dif- 
ference in individuals could be 
imagined than that between Simon 
the Pharisee and the woman ‘‘ which 
was a sinner.’’ They were poles 


apart in social. status, in moral 
conduct, in public esteem—and, 
strangely eneugh, in their attitudes 
toward Jesus Christ. There lies the 
problem of our lesson. Why was it 
that the highly respectable Phar- 
isee was discourteous and censorious 
toward our Lord, while the despised 
woman lavished her devotion upon 
Him? Or, to broaden our question, 
Why was it that the religious lead- 
ers in general rejected Jesus and 
His message, while ‘‘the common 
people heard Him gladly’’? 

Our Scripture passage furnishes 
the answer. The first step toward 
receiving Jesus is a sense of need, 
_and the second a sense of gratitude. 
Simon, and the rest of his kind, 
possessed neither. In their self- 
righteousness the Pharisees placed 
themselves beyond the help of Him 
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who ‘‘ecame to seek and to save that 
which was lost.’’ On the other haud, 
humble folk who knew their sin 
welcomed the One who both loved 
and lifted them, and expressed their 
indebtedness by their demonstrated 
affection. 


Lesson Material 

Last week’s lesson on Nicodemus 
has prepared us for the thought that 
not all the Pharisees were our Lord’s 
declared enemies. Before opposition 
toward Him hardened, there were 
many in the highest religious circles 
of the Jews who at least regarded 
Him with tolerant curiosity. This 
seems to have been Simon’s attitude. 
The presence of other guests (v. 49) 
suggests that Jesus had been invited 
to Simon’s house to give his Phar- 
isee friends an opportunity to meet 
Him and form opinions about Him. 
That there was little cordiality in 
the visit seems apparent; even the 
usual courtesies extended to guests 
were omitted. Did Simon deliber- 
ately ignore his duties as host in 
order to protect himself against the 
charge of being too friendly toward 
Jesus? 

Two eastern customs need to be 
understood to appreciate the scene 
in Simon’s house. The first is the 
posture taken at meals. The guests 
reclined on couches, their heads to- 
ward and their feet away from the 
table. The second is the public char- 
acter of domestic feasts: the house 
was open to any who might enter 
to watch the guests as they ate and 
talked. Exercising this privilege, the 
unnamed woman entered and, mov- 
ing around the assembled guests, 
came to the place where Jesus was 
to pay her tribute of gratitude and 
love. 

Simon’s reaction was not audible. 
It was ‘‘within himself’’ that he 
criticised our Lord for His failure 
to identify the woman and for not 
rebuking her. He was the more 
surprised, therefore, when Jesus 
revealed His knowledge of his 
thoughts by a parable which 
charged Simon with neglect and 
honored the woman for her compen- 
sating thoughfulness. 


The Two Debtors 


Our Lord’s parable placed both 
Simon and the woman in the same 
category—they were debtors. More 
than that, they were bankrupts. It 
is true that their debts varied in 
amounts, but since they had no 
assets they were equally unable to 
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meet their liabilities. But forgive- 
ness was available for them both. 
The sinful woman, whose debt 
loomed large in her own eyes, 
availed herself of this forgiveness, 
and her gratitude toward her bene- 
factor was proportionate to the size 
of her canceled obligation. The 
Pharisee, however, scarcely con- 
scious that he was a debtor, felt 
no warming of heart toward his 
generous creditor. In actual fact, 
Simon’s case did not fully parallel 
that of the fifty-pence debtor in the 
story, for Simon has no sense of his 
debt and therefore made no effort 
either to discharge it or to secure its 
remission. 

We are left to assume the back- 
ground of the woman’s story. She 
was a person of loose morals, con- 
jJemned by ‘‘decent folk,’’ who at 
che same time did, nothing to help 
her change her manner of life. 
Somehow she came to know Jesus; 
perhaps she had done nothing more 
than listen to Him as He taught, 
but under His influence she be- 
came both repentant and hopeful. 
Her sin grew loathsome as she con- 
sidered it in the presence of the 
Lord, and from Him she drew 
assurance that she could be a better 
woman. Grateful for this, she sought 
an opportunity to tell Him of her 
love; and found it when Jesus ate 
at Simon’s house. Risking the re- 
proaches which would be heaped on 
her head, she brought to the feast 
the tokens of her gratitude; and 
for reward she heard the Master 
say, ‘‘Thy sins are forgiven.’’ This 
was the crowning blessing—to hear 
from Jesus’ lips the words of 


pardon. 
Lesson Plan 
1. The Neglectful Host 
a. Half-hearted hospitality 
b. Avoiding commitment 
fi c. Evidenging no love 
2. The Grateful Stranger 
a. Her unexpected act 
b. Her probable story 
c. ‘Simon's criticism 
3. The Master’s Parable 
a. Its immediate application 
b. Its abiding lessons 
1. In the east, no courtesies are 
more strictly observed than those of 
the host toward a guest. Though it 
was a somewhat surprising thing 
that Jesus should be invited to a 
Pharisee’s home, the invitation hav- 
ing been given the discharge of the 
usual courtesies would have been 
expected—water to wash his feet, 
an embrace of welcome, and oil for 
his head: But Simon neglected all 
these, an insult that was the more 
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studied since there were other 
guests in the house. 

It may be supposed that this dis- 
courtesy was intended as a defense 
against any future charge of friend- 
ship with Jesus. Simon knew. the 
general feeling among fellow Phar- 
isees toward Jesus, and while he 
was more tolerant than they, he did 
not wish their rebuke. 

But his lack of attentiveness also 
revealed the absence of any love 
toward his guest. He was patroniz- 
ing the new prophet, and at the 
same time entertaining his friends. 
He did not ask Jesus to visit him 
from any sense of affection for Him; 


‘neither was Jesus his benefactor, 


for in his self-righteousness Simon 
could not imagine that there was 
any service Jesus could render to 
him. 

2. Into the banqueting room came 
another person whose motives and 
behavior stand in sharp contrast 
with those of the Pharisee. Making 
her way to where Jesus reclined, 
she bathed His feet with her tears, 
wiping them with her hair, and then 
anointing them with precious oint- 
ment she had brought. 

In the absence of information, we 
may only suppose that she had re- 
ceived blessing from Jesus. Her 
character is clearly defined : she was 
a public woman, outlawed from 
respectable company, and treated 
with contempt by people like Simon. 
But in her contact with Jesus she 
had received kindness and under- 
standing, creating within her a 
longing for purity and the hope of 
forgiveness. Grateful to the One 
who had given life a new meaning 
for her, she came to the Pharisee’s 
house to declare her love. 

Simon’s criticism of her and of 
Jesus revealed his attitude of self- 
righteous indifference. He had only 
condemnation for this sinner, re- 


sented her intrusion upon his party, 


and despised Jesus for allowing her 
to touch Him. 

3. The story Jesus told went right 
to the root of Simon’s attitude both 
toward Himself and the woman. It 
revealed Simon’s discourtesies as 
the fruit of his holier-than-thou 
opinion. Thinking himself better 
than others he had no need of for- 
giveness and no sympathy with 
offenders. But Jesus stripped his 
self-righteousness away and de- 
clared him on level ground with the 
woman he despised: a debtor, with 
no resources of his own. Christ’s 
commendation and blessing were 


addressed to the intruder who recog- 
nized her sin, longed for a better 
life, and weleomed forgiveness. ; 

Many are the lessons which have > 
abiding value. ‘‘ All have sinned and . 
come short of the glory of God’’ 
(Rom. 3:23). There may be degrees 
of transgression, but all men are 
offenders and are equally unable to 
help themselves. ‘‘All our right- 
eousnesses are as filthy rags’’ (Isa. 
64:6). Self-righteousness is an ef- 
fective barrier to blessing. Only sin 
confessed and repented can lead to 
salvation. And when we have re- 
ceived forgiveness from Christ, 
then gratitude demonstrated in 
service to Him will naturally ensue. 


FEBRUARY 10, 1952 
The Decisions of Two Rich Men 
LESSON TEXT: LUKE 18:18-23; 
19:1-10 

Golden Text: “Enter ye in at the strait 
gate; for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat: because strait 
is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it” (Mt. 7:13-14), 

Our Lord was on His way to Jeru- 
salem for the last time when the 
incidents described in today’s lesson 
took place. They place in sharp con- 
trast the attitudes of two men to- 
ward Jesus, and re-emphasize what 
has been made plain already in 
this .series of studies, namely, that 
the religiously privileged resisted 
Christ’s appeal, while the despised 
and the degraded gladly responded 
to His call. 

There are three aspects of this 
lesson which need to be presented to 
our classes: (1) that the Lord Jesus 
loves all men without partiality, 
and is neither influenced in favor 
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of wealth and prestige, nor repulsed 
by the prejudice of others; (2) that 
riches may keep a man from Christ 
or be the means of demonstrating 
his loya'ty to Christ; and (3) that 
we must not base our judgments of 
others upon externals which may 
deceive but be hopeful for the most 
unlikely that they may be trans- 
formed by the grace of God. 


Lesson Material 
Linking Matthew 19:20, 22 with 
the statements in Luke, we recognize 
the young man who came to Jesus 
as not only youthful but also rich 
and influential. By ‘‘a ruler’’ we 
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are to understand a member of the 
Sanhedrin—the same group to 
which Nicodemus belonged. Serupu- 
lo. sly attentive to the demands of 
the Jewish law, he nevertheless 
lacked assurance that his righteous 
works could purchase salvation. 
Probably he had sought the counsel 
of other Pharisees but had failed to 
obtain from them the confidence he 
longed for. Then, hearing of the 
wisdom. of Jesus, he decided to seek 
His advice. The statement of Mark 
10:17 that he ‘‘came . . . running’’ 
to our Lord suggests that he had 
deliberately gone out to meet Him. 
His earnestness shines from the way 
in which he addressed the Master— 
not as ‘‘Rabbi’’ only, but as ‘‘Good 
Rabbi.”’ 

It is in Mark also (10:21) that 
we read that ‘‘Jesus beholding him 
loved him.’’ Since our Lord ab- 
horred all pretense, the implication 
is that this young man was sincere 
and truthful in his statement that 
he had kept the law. His great mis- 
take was to assume that by his own 
deeds he could attain to eternal life. 
It was that mistake which Jesus had 
to expose. Hence, he stipulated the 
one thing that young Pharisee was 
tnwilling to do: strip himself of 
the wealth upon which his respect- 
ability largely depended. It was to 
his own irreparable loss that, dis- 
appointed by this demand, he over- 
looked the invitation which con- 
tained his only hope: ‘‘Come, follow 
Me.’’ For him, as for all men, the 
prize of eternal life was not to be 
had by doing things but by accept- 
ing Jesus. When he turned his back 


- upon the Saviour, the Rich Young 


Ruler also turned his back upon the 
prospect of heaven. 


The Little Publican 

Proceeding on His journey, our 
Lord came to Jericho, only fifteen 
miles from Jerusalem. The sabbath 
was near, and since no Jew might 
travel on that day, Jesus had to 
seek a lodging. Luke 19:1-10 tells 
how that need was met and a soul 
was saved at the same time. 

Like Matthew whose story we 
have already considered, Zacchaeus 
was a tax-gatherer, or publican. 
Evidently he had a lucrative posi- 
tion, and exploited it to his own 
financial advantage. For this he was 
hated by other Jews; and it was his 
loneliness which caused him to make 
unusual efforts to see Jesus, who 
had earned the deseription, ‘‘ Friend 
of publicans and sinners.’’ He was 


in a tree when Jess looked up and 
saw him—a perch he had deliber- 
ately chosen because of his short- 
ness, hoping that he might at least 
eatch a giimpse of the One who had 
won such a gracious reputation. His 
hopes were surpassed when our Lord 
invited Himself as guest in Zac- 
chaeus’ house—a gesture which was 
as misunderstood by the unfriendly 
crowd as it was appreciated by the 
little tax-gatherer himself. 

Nothing is disclosed of what 
transpired between Zacchaeus and 
his Guest during that sabbath. We 
only know the resut of the con- 
versation—the salvation of the pub- 
lican (v. 9) who demonstrated the 
reality of his experience by restitu- 
tion which exceeded even the re- 
quirements of the Jewish law: 
compare Leviticus 6:5 (‘‘He shall 
even restore it in the principal, and 


shall add the fifth pat more 
thereto’) with the promise of 
Zacchaeus: ‘‘I restore him four- 


fold.’’ As Abraham had been justi- 
fied before God by his faith, so also 
the publican, whom Jesus described 
as ‘‘a son of Abraham.’’ 
Lesson Plan 
1. Characters in Contrast 
a. The Rich Young Ruler 
b. Zacch the Publi 
2. Choices and Consequences 
a. Rejecting Christ's terms 
b. Accepting Christ's Person 
3. Christ the Criterion 
a. An unhappy ending 
b. A promising beginning 

1. It would be difficult to imagine 
two men more unlike than the 
young Pharisee of Luke 18 and the 
publican of the nineteenth chapter. 
The former stood high in the esteem 
of his people. He was a person of 
good character, of devout life, of 
religious prominence, and of per- 
sonal wealth. The fact that, though 
young, he was a member of the 
Sanhedrin testifies to the respect in 
which he was held. 

All that Zacchaeus held in com- 
mon with him was wealth. But, 
while we are left to assume that the 
young Pharisee had come by his 
riches honorably, it is made clear 
that Zacehaeus had prospered at the 
expense of others. Instead of en- 
joying the respect of the community, 
the publican was despised and 
hated. When Jesus came to Jericho 
he could not hope that people would 
make a place for him from which, 
in spite of his smallness, he might 
see the Master. He had to climb a 
tree to obtain a viewpoint fer him- 
self. 





(Continued on Page 40) 
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New Hooks 


A Hundred Years of Archaeology. By 
Glyn E. Daniel. London, Duckworth; 
N. Y., Macmillan. Chronological Table; 
Bibliography; Index. 326 p. $4.00. 

The author is a Fellow of St. John’s 
College, Cambridge, and is Lecturer in 
Archaeology in the University. The 
volume is one of a series that is appear- 
ing in England called the Hundred Years 
Series, giving a resumé of various phases 
of the arts, sciences, and history of the 
past century. After an introductory 
chapter showing the low state of anti- 
quarianism at the middle of the last 
century, the author writes of the birth 
of archaeology, the very great interest 
shown in archaeology from 1840 to 1870, 
and then enters into the great period 
of the science during the last decades of 
the century. After the classification of 
the stone age, and the discovery of cave 
art, mostly in Europe, there came the 
penetration of Bible lands. 

The discovery of the Chaldean account 
of the deluge aroused great popular in- 
terest, and from then on expedition after 
expedition went to the Near East and 
our knowledge of the ancient world 
began to grow tremendously. The great 
names pass before us—Petrie in Egypt, 
Schliemann in the Greek world, with the 
discovery of Troy, with its tremendous 
repercussions upon the public. It has 
justly been said that “every person of 
culture and education lived through the 
drama of discovering Troy.” At the same 
time there were the great excavations in 
Egypt and Mesopotamia. Techniques 
were being improved, and the pillaging 
methods of the late nineteenth century 
began to give way to scientific techniques 
that have been constantly improved. 

There are many interesting side lights 
on evolution. The early archaeologists 
thought that their works were proving 
evolution, but finally they began to com- 
prehend that though there was sequence, 
there was not necessarily evolution, and 
that there were frequently signs of 
regression, and even degradation. Morgan 
divided the development of humanity 
into seven periods beginning with the 
period of Lower Savagery, and rising 
through Middle and Upper Savagery to 
Lower Barbarism, and on through Upper 
and Middle Barbarism to Civilization. 
The divisions were neat and pat little 
partitions, arising from the mind of the 
“scholar”, who imagined that various 
discoveries marked these various steps: 
fire, the bow and arrow, pottery, the 
domestication of animals, smelting of 
iron ore, invention of a phonetic alpha- 
bet. Professor Daniel says of this: “We 


‘are not concerned here with a critique 


of Morgan but with realizing the nature 
of his classification. It was based pri- 
marily not on archaeological evidence 
but on the comparative study of modern 
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primitive people, the arrangement of 
these existing economies and societies 
into an evolutionary sequence, and the 
projection of this hypothetical sequence 
into the prehistoric past. Morgan’s scheme 
was not securely anchored to the analysis 
of artefacts and ancient remains... ” 
I mention this because it is an interest- 
ing analogy to similar false methods used 
by theologians and others in setting up 
false standards by seeking to impose 
hypotheses on the facts. In all manner 
of scientific fields such past errors have 
been cast aside, but there is still an 
effort to keep them in the Biblical field. 

During our century there have been 
the great discoveries in Crete and the 
Aegean, and evén greater discoveries in 
Egypt and Mesopotamia. In our lifetime 
the site of Tell el-Amarna, and the tomb 
of Tut-ankh-Amen in Egypt, and the 
great excavations at Ur, and in other 
parts of Mesopotamia, as well as the 
civilization of the Hittites, have increased 
our knowledge of the ancient world 
immeasurably. 

When Professor Daniel attempts to say 
that the Biblical accounts of creation and 
the flood were derived from Sumerian 
myths, we would like to quote against 
him his own quotation from Mallowan: 
“the whole thing rests on speculation 
rather than proof.” 

There are chapters on European and 
World prehistory which have no relation 
to Biblical archaeology, but the volume 
continues with a section on the develop- 
ment of techniques and methods during 
this century, describing interestingly the 
use of air photographs in the discovery 
of many new sites. 

The book ends with a chapter on 
“Retrospect and Prospect”, in which the 
author claims a great future for archae- 
ology. and thinks that there are as great 
discoveries to come as have been made 
in the past. D.G.B. 


Introductory Guide to the Old Testament. 
By Merrill F. Unger. Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids 2, Michi- 
gan, 1951. $4.95. 

One of the most hopeful signs in 
the world of Christian thought today is 
the renewed, reverent study of the Old 
Testament found in many circles. In the 
pest ten years a number of significant 
books on Old Testament introduction 
and exegesis have been published by 
conservative men. With these, this work 
by Professor Merrill F. Unger, ‘of Dallas 
Theological Seminary, will now take its 
place. 

Introductory Guide to the Old Testa- 
ment seeks to answer the questions: How 
did the Bible come to be. written? How 
was it handed down to us? And what, in 
brief, does it say? These questions Pro- 
fessor Unger answers simply and in a 


scholarly way. While no doubt. written 
with text book needs of schools and 
colleges in mind, there is ‘nothing pe-: 
dantic or even merely theoretical about 
the book. It is eminently practieal,- and. 
can be understood and used by lay 
people. It is this reviewer’s firm belief 
that the average Sunday School teacher 
and part-time Bible teacher would be 
much better equipped if he spent more 
time with a good introduction, such as 
Unger’s, and less time with the too brief 
and inadequate commentaries which 
usually make up the greater part of his 
library. 

For all its practicality, Unger’s work is 
eminently scholarly. For an Old Testa- 
ment student today, scholarship must 
include the mastery of the field of 
Semitics—Hebrew and relatéd languages 
and history. Professor Unger has this 
mastery, having taken his doctor’s degree 
with William Foxwell Albright, one of 
the greatest Semitic scholars of today. 

This brings us to Professor Unger’s 
unique contribution. Naturally, all in- 
troductions are somewhat repetitious, 
and this work is no exception—although 
even here the author shows good ability 
in restating clearly the tried and proved 
work of older scholars. But archaeology’s 
new light on the ancient Scriptures is 
the new contribution of this work—and 
it is very well done. The author’s pages 
on Semitic backgrounds, writing in 
ancient times, the Hebrew language, 
non-Biblical Hebrew literary sources, the 
work of the Massoretes, the origin of the 
Samaritans, and many other matters, will 
be welcomed by those whose Old Testa- 
ment works are woefully out of date. 
His cogent comments on the techniques 
of translation (Jerome’s “not the letter 
but the meaning”) are needed in funda- 
mental circles today. His excellent re- 
statement of the theory that there are 
gaps in the Old Testament genealogies 
(a theory advanced by B. B. Warfield 
but never given the attention it de- 
serves) should be noted by all students 
of Old Testament chronology. 

Any conservative book on introduction 
today must of necessity deal with the 
denials of modern higher criticism. 
Unger’s treatment of inspiration and the 
origin of the Pentateuch provide an ex- 
cellent summary and starting place for 
future study on this subject. J.B.G. 


The Works of W. H. Griffith Thomas. 
Eerdman’s of Grand Rapids have done 
another good job by re-issuing the 
works of the famed Anglican, Dr. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas. Dr. Thomas, with the 
magnificent classical education that is 
usual in England, became Principal of 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford University, and 
later was on the faculty of Wycliffe Col- 
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lege, University of Toronto. I have before 
me seven of his volumes and they will 


be extremely valuable in the library of . 


any minister or layman. Dr. Thomas 
prepared several of these books with the 
hard-working minister in mind and they 
are full of sermon outlines which can be 
filled out with the preacher’s own 
material. The books also have great 
value for the layman, especially the de- 
votional commentaries. 

. Genesis (506 p., $4.00) has sixty-nine 
wonderful chapters, each one of which 
will make an old story live afresh for 
the reader. The same is true of Dr. 
Thomas’ work on John (300 p., $3.00) 
and Romans (461 p., $4.00). 

The volume on Luke (404 p., $3.00) 
and Peter (296 p., $3.00) take on a differ- 
ent aspect. They have been edited by 
Dr. Thomas’ daughter from notes which 
he left, and are outlines rather than 
commentaries. But if these outlines are 
followed they will greatly help the 
student to enter into the fabric of the 
divine message and comprehend the 
spiritual import of the narrative. 

A smaller book, Grace and Power 
(137 p., $2.00) could well be used as a 
guide for growth in the Christian life. 
The titles of the chapters are sufficient 
to show the direction of the thought: 
Part One, Possibility; Knowledge, Power, 
Privilege, Satisfaction. Part Two: Pro- 
vision; Grace, Justification, Sanctifica- 
tion, Consecration. Part three, Protec- 
tion; Meditation, Prayer, Faithfulness, 
Obedience. Any Christian would profit 
by taking twelve days for this book and 
meditating deeply on these steps to 
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Finally, there is a volume, Sermon 
Outlines (135 p., $1.50), which contains 
thirty -seven sections which should ignite 
the thinking of any minister sufficiently 
to take him through a Sunday that he 
would later consider as one of his better 
days. 

As a boy I frequently heard Dr. 
Thomas in person, and I am delighted 
that his works are now made available 
in this splendid series of beautiful 
volumes. 

D.GB. 
Harvest Festivals. Old Testament Feasts, 

Types of New Testament Truths. H. K. 

Downie. Loizeaux Brothers, New York. 

187 p. $2.25. Publication date—August 

30, 1951. 

It is not often that a book lives up to 
the things said about it on its jacket. 
Here is one, however, that does. The 
reviewer can be as enthusiastic as the 
publisher in his commendation of this 
volume. 

The theme is an important one and is 
unfolded in an interesting, easy-to-read 
manner. The Feasts of Jehovah are 
shown to be rich in doctrine and in 
practical significance. For the Christian 
who has never looked carefully at the 
instructive meaning of the Feasts, this 
book will be of tremendous assistance. 
No less helpful will it prove to the well- 
instructed Christian, for this book is 
more complete in its treatment of its 
subject than most works that deal with 
this theme. The author reveals a wide 
knowledge of the Scriptures and writes 
with a deep concern for his message. 

This is no mere academic study of the 
Feasts. It throbs with life, stirring the 
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conscience of the reader as well as in- 
structing his mind. Here is a thoughtful 
reverent work that plumbs the depths of 
the reader’s heart as it plumbs the 
depths of the Scriptures. 

Many important Bible themes are 
touched upon in this brief volume as 
they are related to the meaning of the 
Feasts: the salvation of infants, the 
judgment of believer’s works, the return 
of the Jews to Palestine, British-Israel- 
ism, etc. As one has said, here is “a heap 
of minted gold.” 

Each of the fifteen chapters exalts 
Christ and shows Him as the glorious 
antitype of each Old Testament feast. 

H.W.O. 
Faith is the Victory. By Buell H. Kazee. 

Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 

Grand Rapids, .Mich.: 181 p. $2.50. 

Faith is the Victory is a “must” book 
for those who are ‘interested in the- 
deeper spiritual life. Buell H. Kazee has 
done the Christian world a service in 
his clear, concise presentation of the 
doctrine of victorious living, so needed 
among believers today. 

The backdrop against which our author 
portrays the victorious life is the ex- 
periences of Israel in Canaan. For him, 
Canaan is not the type of Heaven but 
the believers’ experience in the Heaven 
lies where he learns to possess his pos- 
sessions. Faith is the Victory would have 
the life of the believer lived from the 
believer’s position in Christ Jesus. There 
is a land which is ours. We must go forth 
to possess it. 

Subjects discussed are the following: 
The Pattern of the Christian Life; Faith 
at Work; Walled Cities:—The Believer’s 
Sins, The Sin Question, Forgiveness and 
Cleansing, Dealing with Sons, Life’s Sor- 
rows and Trials, Our Witness; Conse- 
cration and Crucifixion; How to make 
the Surrender; The Place of Prayer; This 
is the Victory. Because the work is not 
complicated as to the presentation of 
material, it is a good book to give to 


‘ young believers in order to introduce 


them to one of the greatest of all doc- 
trines—the doctrine of the victorious life. 
R.LK. 


A WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from Page 11) 
reference to the great controversy 
that has raged in Ireland since the 
Cabinet fall last year, that ‘‘sub- 
jects’’ should not oppose their 
bishops’ teaching and positively 
should carry out what is demanded 
by them.’’ It was a grave error, he 





- said, to say that the Church had no 


right of interference or guidance in 
political or social matters. It was 
the Bishops’ province to decide 
authoritatively whether political, 
social, and economic theories were 
in harmony with the Catholic 
Church’s teaching. Note well the 
direct quote in which the Arch- 
bishop called members of the Roman 
Catholic Church subjects. 
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RIGHTS AND WRONGS 

‘*God knows that polities are in- 
tricate and that the brain and heart 
of man are small organs often pul- 
sating as wildly as the wings of 
a jinnet in a snare. But if we do 
not become more enraged by great 
‘wrongs, we shall never have the 
spirit to achieve great rights.’’— 
Harold Nicolson, in a letter to Lady 
Asquith. 


PSYCHOLOGY IN RUSSIA 

At a meeting in Moscow of the 
leading psychologists from all Rus- 
sian universities a drive was 
launched to liquidate all Freudian 
concepts and the behaviorism of the 
United States. Russian psychology 
is based on the work of Pavlov, well- 
known as the discoverer of condr 
tioned reflexes. Speakers at the Rus- 
sian conference declared that Ameri- 
ean psychology and psychiatry was 
**wicked.’’ According to the theory 
of Freudian psychology, abnormal- 
ity of the mind stems from emotional 
shocks. The Russian theory is that 
all actions are reflexes*based upon a 
history of association with certain 
stimuli. 


ALLERGY TO ALCOHOL 


According to the New York Times 
the general marketing of a drug for 
reversing drastically the attitude of 
an alcoholic toward alcohol has been 
announced. The drug, trade-marked 
antabuse, makes it possible for a 
person, under medical supervision, 
to give himself a sort of self-imposed 
allergy to liquor and prepare him- 
self for therapeutic treatment. The 
drug must be used under medical 
supervision. 


LAITY VS. CLERGY 

At a congress of the Apostolate 
of the Laity in Rome a proposal was 
adopted and submitted to the Pope 
to make this organization of Cath- 
olic laymen parallel to and inde- 
pendent of the clergy. The second 
proposal was for the welding of Ro- 
man Catholic lay organizations into 
a tightly knit world-wide organism 
instead of continuing to be parochial 
or diocesan or at the most national in 
scope. 

The Pope rejected the first pro- 
posal bluntly saying, ‘‘The expres- 
sion ‘emancipation of the laity’ is 
hardly pleasing to us; it has rather 
an unpleasant sound.’’ He rejected 
the second by implication, but no 
less positively, stressing essentially 
the local objectives of the lay apos- 
tolate and therefore, not supporting 
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the idea that the church should 
create what some observers have lik- 
ened to a Catholic Cominform. The 
Pope’s statement was a very lengthy 
one and some lines in it seemed to 
be almost bitter against Catholic 
laymen for having the thought that 
they could be independent in any 
wise of the clergy. Even on the 
parish level, the Pope continued, 
laymen should be ‘‘under the pas- 
tor’s authority because the bishop 
has constituted .him the shepherd 
of the whole parish and as such, he 
is responsible for the salvation of 
all his sheep.’’ After expressing his 
distaste for the expression, ‘‘emanci- 
pation of the laity,’’ the Pope added: 
‘‘The appeal for the help for the 
laity is not due to the failure or 
frustration of the clergy ... the 
priest has as good sight as the lay- 
man to discern the signs of the 
times and his ear is not less sensitive 
to hear the human heart.’’ 


COLUMBUS A JEW? 

There was more than a hint that 
Christopher Columbus was a Jew 
in a sermon by Rabbi David J. Selig- 
son at Central Synagogue in New 


York City. He said, ‘‘There is a 
very serious question about the ori- 
gin of Columbus. He seems to have ’ 
taken care to conceal it. But his 
language was full of Biblical allu-— 
sions. In one of these he referred to 
the fulfillment to the hope of Jews 
to return to Zion and he regarded 
himself as an instrument for this 
return.’ 


Noting that the conception of the 
earth as round was ‘‘not new to 
Columbus,’’ the Rabbi went on: ‘‘In 
the centuries preceding him there 
were constant references by cartog- 
raphers and astronomers to the 
roundness of the earth. Many of these 
scientists were Jews. Many were 
among his contemporaries. Such a 
reference also occurred in the Jeru- 
salem Talmud. Columbus was helped 
by the astronomical tables of Abra- 
ham Zachuto, a scientist at the Uni- 
versity of Salamanca. There was an 
extraordinary application of mathe- 
matics to maritime science among 
Jews. Among his friends at the 
Court of Isabella were Jews who 
helped finance his voyage. One of 
these was Luis de Santangel, Chan- 
cellor of the household of Arigon.’’ 
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BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST 
(Continued from Page 22) 
different. A father ‘‘adopted” his 
own son under that system. A child 
grew up in his father’s house. He 
might have been the heir of all that 
his father possessed, but he could not 
involve himself in debts, nor could he 
have any advance receipt of his 
patrimony. Anyone who loaned him 
money before the adoption might 
whistle for his payment. But the day 
came when the father brought his son 
into the forum, introduced him to the 
praetors and the aediles, and had the 
name of his son publicly inscribed as 
his heir. Only then was the father 
legally responsible for the son’s debts. 

That was the adoption known in 
the days of our Lord. Later, in the 
days of the decline of the Empire, it 
became the custom for childless 
fathers to go through this procedure 
on behalf of men whom they chose as 
their heirs, but who were not their 
sons by birth. Thus did our. modern 
custom of adoption of an outsider into 
the household originate. But when 
the Bible tells us that we are adopted 
as the sons of God, it means that we 
who were eternally chosen, and in the 
fullness of time quickened by the 
Holy Spirit, are now made publicly 
manifest as the sons of God. This is 
our position before the angels of the 
universe, fallen and unfallen. 

For I’ve been adopted, my name’s written 


down, 
The heir to a mansion, a robe, and a crown. 
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I’m a child of the King, a child of the 
King, 
In Jesus, my Saviour, I’m a child of the 


ing. 
According to the thesis that we hold, 
our adoption in Christ, our public 
manifestation as sons of God, is a part 
of the work of the Holy Spirit in our 
behalf in baptizing us into the body 
of our Lord. It is because of this that 
we can hear the beloved disciple John 
saying to us, “Béhold, what manner 
of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons 
of God: therefore the world knoweth 
us not, because it knew Him not. 
Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God ...” (1 John 3:1, 2). 


The Honor of His Name 


There must be added to this a most 
searching word. When we stand pub- 
licly before the world as sons of God, 
we have taken His name. You, in 
your school, office, factory, shop, or 
neighborhood, bear the name of 
Christ. I have found it a help, even 
with small children who confessed 
that they believed in the Lord as their 
Saviour, to make them see that they 
are children of the light and that, 
therefore, they must walk as children 
of the light. Tell your children that 
before they go to school! They are 
not to gauge their conduct after that 
of the worldlings round about them, 
even though these may be in great 
majority and in the place of leader- 
ship. Because we have been baptized 
by the Holy Spirit into the body of 
Christ we are adopted as sons, pub- 
licly manifested as His, and must 
bear the honor of His name. There is 
a noblesse oblige that goes with the 
Christian calling. A possible inter- 
pretation of the third commandment 
is interesting in this connection. 
“Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain,” is generally 
interpreted as a commandment against 
blasphemy, swearing and the light use 
of the Lord’s name. Let me suggest 
an additional meaning of the com- 
mandment. A young woman comes 
to the altar to be married. She has 
her maiden name, which she abandons 
in order to take the name of her hus- 
band. She is not to take it in vain. 
Henceforth he is involved in -every- 
thing she does, because when she 
speaks she is. identified as Mrs., and 
no longer as Miss, and it is the name 
of her husband that is honored or 
sullied by her actions. Thus when we 
take the name of the Lord Jesus, when 
we are publicly manifested as Chris- 
tians, we stop being Miss Worldling 
and become Mrs. Christian. The Lord 
will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
His name in vain. 
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TOMORROW 
(Continued from Page 8) 


fifty leaders together in Shanghai 
and the group voted unanimously 
to support the government. Y. C. Tu 
challenged the Chinese Christians 
to intensify the ‘‘accusation cam- 
paign against U. S. aggression 
through the Christian bodies in 
China.’’ Wu charged that mission- 
aries had been cultural spies for 
the U. S. and tools of American 
imperialism. 

In Korea the war raged on. Mac- 
Arthur had written a sentence which 
stands out as a great summary of 
an eminent tragedy: ‘‘It is my own 
personal opinion that the greatest 
political mistake we made in a hun- 
dred years in the Pacific was in 
allowing the Communists to grow 
in power in China. I think, at one 
stroke, we undid everything, start- 
ing from John Hay, through Taft, 
Leonard Wgod, Woodrow Wilson, 
Henry Stimson, and all those great 
architects of our Pacific policy. I 
believe it was fundamental, and I 
believe we will pay for it, for a 
eentury.’’ 

The peace treaty had been signed 
with Japan. Almost immediately 
the Japanese government planned 
to enact a law for the control of 
the press, to become effective when 
independence is restored. The Jap- 
anese attorney general was reported 
to have said that this same law 
would prohibit general strikes and 
set up controls for mass meetings 
and demonstrations. It was easy to 
see that an old monarchy was not 
turning into a pure democracy in 
the course of a decade. 

In the great continent of Africa 
there were more rumblings against 
white domination. The northern 
coast was boiling against French 
control. Christians in Uganda, in 
protest against their white masters 
who had often been exploiters, put 
forth a feeler to have their church 
transferred to the Coptie jurisdic- 
tion, without knowing the doctrines 
of the Copts. The idea was that they 
would be governed by African 
bishops and that this would show 
their freedom from the whites. In 
the south the black hell.was held 
firmly by the mock-Protestant forces 
of the Dutch. There the most bitter 
race discrimination on the surface 
of the whole world was brazenly 
enforced by men who dared to take 
the attitude that they were not sure 
whether Negroes were human be- 
ings. Some day the boil will burst 
and the pus will spurt on these 
white masters and infect them with 
a, living death. The census of 1946 
showed that although there were 


JANUARY 1952 








1° 
curt 


eft 


NOW... FOR THE FIRST TIME. . . one of the foremost Bible scholars of our 
times brings Moopy Monty readers authoritative material about the 
Bible avellall le in no other publication. 

Screened from many different sources in this country and abroad, this 
monthly evaluation of events, trends and thinking as related to the 
Scriptures, is sure to be of inestimable aid to the busy pastor, Sunday 
school worker or Bible student. 

Don’t miss this important new supplement in the January issue— 
and every month—in Moopy Monrtu iy! Use the handy coupon below 
to order your trial subscription—Topay! 


REPORTING ... EVALUATING ... ANALYZING 
4 World-wide biblical news ¢ Significant word from Bible societies 


STIAN ee 


“DR. SMITH, professor of English Bible at Fuller 
Theological Seminary, is editor of Peloubet’s 
Select Notes on the International Sunday School Lessons, 
and a noted author, bibliographer, teacher and preacher. 

One of today’s outstanding biblical authorities 
in the evangelical field. 









¢ Legislation related to the Word of God Perr craageati pa 
4 Communist attacks on the Bible +4 «= - Senaine at Season 


4 Highlights from outstanding contempor- ~ articles from major journals of Great 
ary biblical literature published in Europe Britain and America 


Be Sure to Get the January MOODY MONTHLY featuring Dr. Smith's IN THE STUDY 





4 The ep a gag First 
Page of the Bible 


# The Work of the Bible So- 


MOODY MONTHLY ET-629 
820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, illinois 2 
Starting with the January issue, which contains the new supple- 








| 
| 
cieties ! ment IN THE STUDY by Wilbur M. Smith, I want to subscribe 
4 Israel, Bab aoe, and the 1! to MOODY MONTHLY for 
Question of |. © Five Months for $1.00 (special trial rate) (0 One year for $3.00 
a — Our Encyclo- | (Add 30c for each Canadian and 50c for each foreign subscription) 
- 
# Here and There | (Please print) 
# Magazine Articles of Out- | pgaress 
standing Importance | 
¢ And Other Features 1 City. Zone Sate, 











Fults Tis —pactures. 


MAZING SLIDES AND FILMSTRIPS in full color. Every 
the product of prayer, and a SOUL hg enya ~y 
ustrated Price of true Gospel Stories 
Young People and Adults. Also Bible S series and 
Tinsos eoochiegs obnsaiiainn aimancam aniansoet ana nen 
ese ing, entertaining pictures are unique nt. "t miss 
this opportunky to investigate. Price list sent air mail. Write Today! 


GOSPEL SLIDE AND FILM SERVICE, Dept. EM—P.0. Box 1143, Tacoma |, Washington 













YOU CAN WIN SOULS THROUGH 
SUBSTITUTES 
Support your own missionary. A native of 


We get you reports of your worker. Write 


for information. 
Missionary Prayer League, inc. 
89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 





ADIRONDACK CHAIR co. 


Dept. 3D, 1140 BROADWAY, N. Y.1,N.Y. 

















HHH: HARUUHLLTH |e | 





With God-given vision and a sense of urgency, mission- 
ary publishing hcuse Editorial Coribe hes embarked 
full-speed-ahead on a course that is bringing Christ to 
the 21 nations of Latin America more effectively then 
ever before. Spanish pamphlets, tracts, and books have 
never been more essential in telling the Gospel story. 
But Editorial Caribe needs your help—in prayer and in 
stewardship — to provide the new 


equipment and housing that is se ae 
much needed right now. Let us hear E 
from you today ! ra BS 















Editorial Carib Ge 





NEW EDITION 


Fine Beck 


ee TT 
DSchool lessons 


Lay A Firm Foundation 


WITH BIBLE-CENTERED LESSONS 
Ger this valuable 24 page book and see 
for yourself how ALL-BIBLE GRADED 
SERIES of Sunday School lessons assures 
you a firm foundation for achieving Sunday 
School success through His excellent Word. 









Saree 


I am specially interested in the following 
departments:____Cradle Roll, ___ Nursery, 
a ee ES eee 
——Senior, Adult. 








( ) Seate 
Pastor 0, S.S. Supt. 0, Dir. Chr. Ed. 0, Sec. 0, Other 














SOUTH WABASH, QHCAGO 5, ILL. DEPT. ETA-12_ 








FREE CATALOG 


FREE CATALOG—of Sunday School supplies, Bibles, 
hymns, choruses 





twice aS many whites in the towns 
as there had been in 1921, there 
were no less than three times as 
many Africans; and the number of 
town-dwelling Africans now ex- 
ceeds the number of town-dwelling 
whites. 

It might be expected that this 
great urban expansion would have 
given rise to greatly improved con- 
ditions of life for the African com- 
munity. The contrary is the case. 
Basil Davidson recently said in a 
broadcast talk in Britain, ‘‘For the 
most part the Africans who inhabit 
the hvge settlements around Jo- 
hannesburg and the other large 
towns of the Union live under con- 
ditions so appalling as to seem quite 
inexcusable in terms of the modern 
world.’’ He then describes settle- 
ments of 50,000 blacks, huddled 
together inside a wire’ enclosure, 
living in sheds and shanties which 
are entirely without water, light, 
or sanitation. ‘‘One comes away 
from it with a sick uneasiness that 
occurs sometimes after a nightmare. 

. In settlements such as Moroka 
humanity reaches the point where 
it tends to break down altogether.’’ 

Up in Northern Rhodesia the 
sitvation is better. An all-African 
labor union has been permitted (no 
organizations whatsoever are per- 
mitted for Negroes in South 
Africa), and through efficient col- 
lective-bargaining has raised the 
wages of the natives by seventy- 
five per cent. 

Kenya—a country of 20,000 Euro- 
preans, 100,000 Indians and 5,000,- 
000 Africans,—is stiil a colony, one 
of the dwindling number in the 
world. Its unhappiness is increas- 
ing as erosion is taking the natives’ 
land and they are crowding the 
capital slums. Another festering 
sore is in the making. 

The one bright spot in Africa is 
across the continent in the Gold 
Coast. Here is a country the size 
of Oregon with a population now 
passing four millions. In 1951 this 
former colony was taken into the 
British commonwealth, after 130 
years of British rule. The first pop- 
warly elected government is now in 
office. Kwame Nkrumah is_ the 
Premier. A council of twelve,—nine 
Africans and three British—rules 
the country. Finance, external af- 
fairs, and justice are run by the 
British, the rest is now all black. 
Some think this uprush of the new 
Africa to a place of authority is 
premature. There is no doubting the 
fact that this newest democracy on 
the face of the globe is the product 
of Christian missions. All of the rise 
to literacy in the country has come 


from the century of missionary edu- 
cation, and there are some fine 
Christians among the leaders. But 
there are also some blacks who are 
strong communists and there could 
be explosive danger if there came 
an economie crisis. 

We cross the ocean to South 
America and find little change. 
Peron has won his election and is 
returned to power for another term. 
Six years of systematic destruction 
of Argentine civil rights had taken 
eare of the opposition. Brazil was 
the bright spot of liberty, and the 
Protestant church there had a year 
of greath growth. In Colombia, the 
Rev. Oscar P. Smith, a missionary 
under the Pentecostal church in 
Barranca de Upia, was recently 
summoned from his bed by three 
masked men, Romanist agents, taken 
outside the house and shot. A Ca- 
nadian missionary, Norman Dabbs, 
and seven native Christians, were 
murdered by Romanists in Bolivia. 
The Mexican evangelical pastor in 
Oaxaca, Mexico, was murdered 
within the past few months, and 
though the murderer is we] known, 
he remains unpunished. On the 
Fourth of July, the U. S. Ambassa- 
dor to Mexico, Wil'iam O’Dwyer, 
invited the Catholic Archbishop 
Martinez as guest of honor for the 
reception at the embassy, in the 
building which, on May 24th, had 
been ‘‘blessed’’ by the cardinal be- 
fore its occupancy by the American 
diplomatic mission: 

There had been a desperate wor- 
sening of conditions in Europe dur- 
ing the year. Where economic life 
seemed stabilized in mid-1950, after 
five years of peace and eight billion 
dollars in Marshall Plan aid, there 
was now a fierce setback. French 
dollar reserves were down to $230 
millions, which is $30 millions less 
than General Motors carries in its 
reserves. The French france was still 
quoted in the banks at 350 for the 
dollar, but the dollar was bringing 
450 on the sidewalks of Paris. There 
would have to be more U. S. aid or 
the rearmament of Kiurope would 
cease. 

Winston Churchill was back in 
power in Britain. Some wil remem- 
ber that I wrote an article at the 
time of his defeat, and put over it 
the headline, ‘‘Britain Stands 
Fast.’’ I said at the time that so- 
cialism could never remain in the 
western countries, and that it would 
not be too many years before the 
conservatives were back. But Brit- 
ain, too, was in desperate plight. 
The ration was at its lowest point 
since Dunkirk, and the Britisher 
could look forward to a winter with 
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two small chops per week. One of 
‘ the.greatest needs from the spiritual 
point of view was the clear recog- 
nition in America of the need for a 
spiritual Marshall Plan. British 
fundamental works need tens of 
thousands of dollars from American 
Christians. They cannot maintain 
themseives on their present budgets. 
A series of articles in a responsible 
secular paper set forth the average 
pay of the British clergy as being 
about £350 a year. This is under 
$1000 in fact and in purchasing 
power. There was no black market 
in pounds in England, but paper 
pounds were selling in Paris and 
New York below par. The banks 
gave a legal $2.80, the money- 
changers were selling pounds for 
$2.40. 
The rest of the Continent was in 
a lull. In Italy the Pope was getting 
old and it was reported that he saw 
the sun dancing in circles on four 
different occasions, just as it was 
said to have danced at Fatima in 
Port: gal when the Virgin § sup- 
posedly appeared. to the children. 
Russia was still behind the Iron 
Curtain and reliable news was 
seanty. Her production of arms was 
undoubtedly great. There had been 
test explosions of atomic bombs. 
More important for the moment was 
the fact that her airplanes were 
vastly superior to ours. In spjte of 
the headlines which made us look 
like winners in the air in Korea the 
hard facts were that we had had 
about 700 p!anes lost in Korea whi'e 
the enemy had lost only about 400. 
The quarterly Economic Bulletin 
of the U. N. Economie Commission 
for Europe published very inter- 
esting figures on Russian agricul- 
ture. Almost certainly the evidence 
is in that the Russian leaders have 
proved that their system, despite 
thirty years of production drives, 
mechanization, forcible collectiviza- 
tion, and all the rest, has not been 
capable of feeding the Russian 
people any better than they were 
fed under the Czars. The Bulletin 
concludes that grain production 
‘‘probably has not quite kept pace 
with the rise in population.’’ Tak- 
ing cereals, potatoes, and other crops 
used for human consumption, it 
finds that the amounts available are 
now ‘‘somewhat greater per capita 
than in the same area before the 
first World War,’’ but that this has 
been made possible by the low level 
of live-stock production and has 
been accompanied by ‘‘some decline 
in the per-capita consumption of 
‘ animal produce.’’ In other words, 
Russia is eating very little meat, 
or dairy products and is subsisting 
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on bread, grains, and potatoes. 

In the United States and second 
year of World War III was draw- 
ing to a close without most of the 
nation’s being willing to admit. that 
war existed. We were still trying 
to fight the war with one hand and 
our rearmament was lagging des- 
perately. Life in the United States 
had run its average way. MacArthur 
had been brought home and had 
flashed across the sky like a meteor 
that burned brilliantly and then 
fizzled out. He was too old to do 
what had to be done. There were 
few real leaders on the American 
scene. It was a year of great scan- 
dals. There were sports scandals, 
banking scandals, gambling scan- 
dals, R. F. C. scandals, signal corps 
scandals, municipal scandals, and, 
near the ¢ ose of the year, probably 
the worst scandal of all—the income 
tax scandal. Diogenes would give 
up in despair in much of American 
life. Crime was up 5.1% in the 
cities and 4% in the rural areas 
over the previous year, the F.B.I. 
reported. 

The chief of the Bureau said that 
the ‘‘alarming’’ rate of increase in 
bank embezzlements—a 9% rise over 
1950—was due to a breakdown in 
moral standards throughout the na- 
tion. J. Edgar Hoover described the 
rise as a national calamity, and said 
that lack of moral responsibility had 
developed in many walks of life. 
He said the embezzler was usually 
a man ‘‘with an egotistical pride 
which forces him to live above his 
income. Lacking a resolute moral 
character, he, step by step, suc- 
cumbs to temptation.’’ That seemed 
to be an indictment that could be 
brought against both government 
and business. 

In Philadelphia blocks of build- 
ings were being torn down so that 
people could see Independence Hall 
in good perspective, but in the coun- 
try as a whole our true indepen- 
dence was being gambled away for 
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present advantage. Liberty was giv- 
ing way to license. Time’s important 


survey of ‘‘The Younger Genera- 
tion’’ showed that they are ‘‘ grave 
and fatalistic,’’ ‘‘conventional and 
gregarious,’’ with ‘‘confused mor- 
als,’” and with a pessimistic out- 
look, ‘*expecting disappointment.’’ 
‘““They want a faith,’ the survey 
concluded, bit it did not present 
the fact that the religious leaders 
of the country have destroyed the 
faith of the younger generation by 
leaving the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith for a 'iberal ‘‘faith’’ 
that was nothing more than a form- 
less desire. The nation was now 
beginning to reap the fr-its of the 
abandon of the Bible in the schools. 

In November, at the local elec- 
tions, an interesting phenomenon 
developed. The attorney who had 
cross-questioned the gamblers in 
the Kefauver investigations was 
elected Boro gh President of New 
York, and would probably be the 
next mayor. The secret of his victory 
was undoubtedly the entrance of 
television into politics. With the 
peace conference in San Francisco 
television had come on the national 
scene. The impact had been enor- 
mous. The televising of the confer- 
ence for the first time, personalized 
and brought home to masses of 
people an important world political 
event, and did it on a nation-wide 
basis. It involved the viewer in the 
event in a way that the press and 


‘radio have never done, and never 


could do. Acheson was partially re- 
habilitated as the nation saw his 
remarkably smooth handling of the 
conference. Looking a litt'e into the 
fitere, it seems as though nation- 
wide television, now that it is here, 
is bound to have an even greater 
political impact in years ahead. One 
of the things it may do is to im- 
pose greater accuracy on journal- 
ists and commentators, who must 
now compete with the direct ap- 
proach of the TV screen. 

Near the end of the year Presi- 
dent Truman very ineptly an- 
nounced the coming recognition of 
the Vatican as a political state and 
the appointment of an ambassador 
to the Papal state. Fortunately 
there was an immediate and violent 
reaction, and it would seem that, 
temporarily at least, there is hope 
of averting this spiritual ca'amity, 
thovgh, in the long run, we know 
from the prophetic Word, the poli- 
tical beast and the religious beast 
sha 1 walk together. 

An incident took place on October 
third, that was significant to me, 
tho..gh it may not hold significance 
for some people. The National 
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League baseball race had been a tie, 
and the New York Giants and the 
Brooklyn Dodgers had to play three 
extra games to decide the winner, 
who would in turn meet the New 
York Yankees, of the American 
League, for the World’s Series, The 
first of the three games was won by 
New York, the second by Brooklyn. 
Everything depended on the out- 
come of the third game. Each player 
on the winning team would have a 
personal bonus of five thousand dol- 
lars for mere participation in the 
World’s Series, and-meore-if. they 
were the winners. The third of the 
playoff games was held on the third 
of October. 

I happened 


to be in Detroit, 


Michigan, that morning, having 
preached there the night before, and 
started to drive to Akron where I 
was to speak that night. Early in 
the afternoon, just east of Toledo, I 
turned on the radio and found that 
I had missed the first half of the 
first inning and that Brooklyn was 
ahead, one to nothing. The score 
remained thus until the seventh in- 
ning when New York brought in 
the tying run. The radio announcer’s 
voice was filied with excitement. It 
was the game of the year. It was 
one for the books. It was history in 
the making. In the next inning 
Brooklyn came back and _ scored 
three more runs. The score was four 
to one in favor of Brooklyn. 


In the middle of one of his most 
eestatic sentences the main studios , 
of Mutual cut in and a crisp voice 
in a calm tone said, ‘‘ We interrupt. 
the broadcast of the Giants-Dodgers 
game to bring you a special bulletin 
from Washington. The White House 
has just announced that Russia has 
exploded another atomic bomb.’’ 
The key was flicked and the low- 
throated roar of the forty thousand 
fans at the ball park came in as 
background to the announcer who 
went on with his description of the 
game. In a few minutes there was . 
tiie devastating home run in the last 
half of the last inning that brought 
in the tying run and then the win- 
ning run. There was pandemonium 
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in the ball park, and probably in 
m ch of tke nation. 

Later that. evening on a news 
broadcast an anno~neer said, ‘‘The 
evening news on this October third, 
a date that will go down in history 
as the day when the Giants won one 
of the most exciting sports contests 
ever to be played.’’ I thought to my- 
self that the Rossians would be very 
clever if they should launch an at- 
tack on this country on an autumn 
day when the Werld Series was be- 
ing played. 


For several years I have chosen 
the man whom [ considered to. be 
the ‘‘Man of the Year,’’ and have 
also chosen what I considered to be 
the most important ‘‘Event of the 
Year.’’ I adopted the former prac- 
tice from Time, thovgh the latter 
has not featured the ‘‘ Event of the 
Year.’’ In a box (page 8) I have 
shown my choices through the last 
few years and ‘those of Time for the 
man. There has been great unanimity 
which is even greater than appears 
on the surface. I am convinced that 
they erred when they ehose Truman 
in the postage-stamp-sized picture 
the year of Hiroshima. It should 
have been Einstein, Conant, or Van- 
nevar Bush. They presented last 
year, a composite portrait of G. I. 
Joe where I summed kim up in the 
portrait of his commander. 


This year, I know in advance that 
my choice wiil not be the same as 
that of Time. Eternity is bound to 
have a different perspective, even 
in the things of time. If we place 
the obvious candidates before us, 
they line up as follows. Candidates 
from Asia: Ridgeway, Nehru. Can- 
didates from Europe: Stalin, 
Churchill. Candidates from the 
U. S.: no obvious ones, but one that 
I shall mention. Ridgeway must be 
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eliminated becavse the war has con- 
tinued in a stalemate phase. Nehru 
has not made a world impact. Stalin 
has tended to become less of a world 
figure as he grows older, and as it 
is realized that the Politbureau is 
renning Russia under the name of 
Stalin. Churehi'l will very possibly 
go on Time’s cover by default. I am 
going to choose my ‘*‘Man of the 
Year’’ on a different basis. I will 
set forth the event of the year, and 
will let the event make the man. 

Boiled down to the ultimate it 
must be seen that there has not been 
any outstanding military event of 
the year. The political event of the 
year has been Churchill’s return to 
power. This is likely to be brief be- 
cause of the rapid enfeeb'ement that 
is coming to him with the years, and 
more than likely Eden will be in his 
place before long. 


If the journalists of the late eigh- 
teenth century had been picking out 
the man of one of their years, they 
might have chosen the elder Pitt or 
some other political figure who had 
occupied the headlines. Today we 
would know that Watt’s develop- 
ment of the steam engine was a 
world-shaking event that made him 
one of the men of the century. By 
the same logic I would consider that 
the definite development of the 
atomie engine, now being built into 
a giant submarine at New London, 
Conn. is a matter of extreme im- 
portance. Official navy publications 
reveal that a ‘‘single charge’’ of 
uranium in the nuclear thermal 
reactor of the atomic submarine 
would propel the submersible ‘‘tens 
of thousands of miles’’ with a top 
speed of 35 knots an hour under 
water. 


Two types of reactors have been 
developed. A reactor is a device for 
releasing atomic energy at a con- 
trolled rate. The existence of such 
devices will absolutely transform the 
energy-producing engines of the 
future. Given even a few years of 
peace the product of such machines 
ean exercise an infitiénce so enor- 
mous that the results would make 
a human millenium realizable. We 
who know the Bible know that the 
blessing of the world is not going 
to come from man’s devices, but 
from God. But the foreseeable re- 
sults are beyond human prophecy. 
It is not only possible that submar- 
ines shall move at rapid speeds for* 
vast distances, but that sea-water can 
be transformed to fresh water and 
brought in pipe lines to Gesert re- 
gions. It could well be that man 
would make some deserts blossom like 
the rose. 
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FRANKLIN F. ELLIS, Moody °39, is 
national director of the Child Evangelism Fellowship. 
Since graduation from the Institute, he has pastored two churches, 
cerried on a radio ministry, and been active in 
summer Bible conference work. 


“My question had 





only ONE answer...” 


“Where can I secure the most thorough and 
adequate training for Christian service? This 
is the question I asked back in 1933. Having 
been recently converted, I knew God was 
calling me into full-time Christian work . . . 
so I asked this question of God and of godly 
men. , 

“After spending much time in prayer and 
investigation, this conclusion stood out in 
my mind: two things are essential in the 
preparation of every Christian worker— 
sound doctrine and practical training. 

“When I asked where such preparation 
could be secured, I received a unanimous 
reply: ‘The Moody Bible Institute. There 
is no better place.’ 

“I enrolled in MBI without delay. What 
did I find as a student? Two things, primarily: 





AN INTERESTING PICTURE BOOK of student 
life at Moody Bible Institute is yours for the asking. 
With it you'll receive a catalog, which gives a complete and 
detailed description of the courses at this well-known Bible 
school—the school that gave Franklin F. Ellis the 
foundation for a successful Christian career. Address 
Office of Admissions, Room 





“First, I sat under godly teachers who 
filled my mind and heart with sound teaching 
centered on the Word of God. Secondly, 
through practical Christian work assignments 
in jails, missions, and on street corners, I 
learned to put theory into practice. At once 
I experienced*the joy of leading others to 
Christ. 5 

“‘Now, looking back on 12 years of Chris- 
tian service, I praise God for Moody train- 
ing. The Lord has been pleased to give me a 
wide and varied ministry in the pastorate, 
radio broadcasting, summer Bible confer- 
ence work and the Child Evangelism Fellow- 
ship. 

“Today when young people ask my advice 
about preparing for Christian work, I give 
the answer I received . . “Prepare at Moody.’” 


MOODY 
BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 


Dr. William Culbertson, rresiwent 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, vean 








The man of the year must be a 
composite. If Time can superimpose 
the photographs of a hundred men 
and bring out one composite G.I. 
Joe, we must do the same. Our man 
of the year will take on the char- 
acteristics of every nuclear physicist 
and the engineers who are working 
with them. Traits will be taken from 
the men of Oak Ridge, Hannaford 
and the-other atomic plants. Pro- 
fessors will lend features. And one 
high navy officer must give a strong 
east to the jaw of the composite 
scientist. He it was who, against offi- 
cial pressure, foreed the production 
of the reactor and made the first 
atomic submarine possible. He it was 
who cut the red tape and turned 
much thinking toward the develop- 
ment of the power force which can 
be transformed to peacetime uses. 

In conelusion, the Christian who 
surveys the horizon from the lofty 
height of the Word of God can see 
the world going on exactly as the 
prophecies of God predict. Evil men 
and seducers wax worse and worse. 
Men deny the truths of God and 
into the vacuum created by their 
denial rushes greed that produces 
crime at home and war abroad. From 
the beginning of our publication in 





1931 we have set forth that the 
line-up of the nations at the time of 
the end would be Russia, dominating 
Asia, opposed to a revived Roman 
‘Empire. We have ever pointed out 
that the final conflict would be be- 
tween the two and that the center of 
the shock would be in Palestine 
where a restored Israel would be 
erushed between the opposing forces 
in the final Armageddon. 

We stand in our lofty tower,— 
ivory if you like, and survey the 
scene in a detached manner. But we 
leave the tower and come out in any- 
thing but a detached manner. For 
we who believe go down among the 
wounded and broken-hearted of this 
world with the only remedy that can 
ever touch the need of the human 
heart. We bring salvation from sin 
through the atoning work of the 
Saviour, and this brings a peace that 
passeth all understanding to those 
who come under the shelter of His 
work. For still there is the minority 
of those of us who are men of the 
faith, and still we have the only 
solution, which the world will not 
receive as a whole, but which still 
appeals. to some individuals who 
pass out of death and into life. 

THE END 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 
(Continued from Page 28) 


2. It is surprising to find that the 
promising Pharisee, who came to 
Jesus with such deference and sin- 
cerity, at length turned his back on 
the Master. The comment of our 
Lord (18:24-25) throws light upon 
his action. His wealth was his handi- 
cap to spiritual blessing. Though he 
wanted eternal life, he did not want 
it badly enough to be prepared to 
pay the price which Christ de- 
manded. His money, and all that 
went with it, meant more to him 
than lasting spiritual gain. Things 
stood between him and salvation. 

The publican, however, had dis- 
covered the emptiness of wealth. It 
could not purchase happiness for a 
man who was out of harmony with 
his fellows and estranged from God. 
His heart was hungry for peace and 
fellowship; and when the Lord 
showed him the way to obtain these 
he was eager to respond. His readi- 
ness speaks of the thousands today 
whose deep longings can only be 
satisfied by Jesus Christ. How we 
should seek divine help to recog- 
nize them, and, for ali their un- 
worthiness, to win them to Him! 


3. The decisive factor in human 
destiny is a man’s attitude toward 
Jesus Christ. Good works could not 
save the Pharisee when he rejected 
the One who came to die for his 
sins. ‘‘ He was very sorrowful,’’ says 
Luke. Of whom? Both of the young 
man and of Jesus (v. 23, 24). Jesus 
was sorrowful because this promis- 
ing inquirer had chosen a course 
which could only lead to increasing 
sorrow. The yearnings of his heart 
for assurance and security would 
never now be satisfied; he had re- 
jected the only possibility of sal- 
vation by rejecting Jesus. 

But with Zacchaeus how different 
was the case! Instead of holding on 
to his money he used it to declare 
the reality of his spiritual trans- 
formation. First his home and then 
his heart were opened to receive the 
Saviour. We catch an echo of the joy 
which came to him, causing him to 
disburse his wealth for the benefit 
of those he had previously robbed, 
and in doing that to show that he 
had found the real source of happi- 
ness—not things, but a wonderful 
Person, who made Zacchaeus weep 
for his past and then blotted it out 
by His abundant forgiveness. 


THe ENpb 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from Page 19) 

there may not be hesitation and lingering 
but forthright decision and action. Time 
yourself on the dishes and see that they 
are washed each day in a minute less than 
the day before until you have reached the 
minimum, and so let it be with all that you 
have to do. 

LORD, KEEP US IN THY CALM ACTIVITY. 


January 17 
SHOW KINDNESS TO MY MASTER (24:12) 

In spite of the fact that he had, himself, 
been circumcised, and had thus become a 
child of the covenant, this servant realized 
that there was a very special relationship 
between his master, Abraham, and the Lord 
God. It is hard to know whether he 
realized that the Messiah Saviour was to 
come to earth, and that He would be born 
of Abraham’s seed. Yet there must have 
been much conversation concerning the 
promises of God. Abraham had det his love 
for Ishmael be widely known, and then 
he had announced that God was going to 
give him seed through Sarah. Eliezer him- 
self would have been the heir of all that 
Abraham possessed (15:2, 3). Yet now he 
turns all of his efforts toward the ac- 
complishment of his master’s will, and 
prepares to secure the bride for the one 
that had supplanted him. 

LORD, MAKE US SELFLESS FOR CHRIST'S SAKE. 


January 18 

SHE THAT THOU HAST APPOINTED (24:14) 
One of the marks of Christian growth, 
discernment, and comprehension is the 
awareness that all things in life are by 
divine appointment. Man lives in an illu- 
sion of free will, and while he can choose 
to wear a red or a green tie, to order pork 
or lamb, or to make the multitudinous 
choices of ordinary living, he is not free 
to do anything that will interfere with the 
divine plan or thwart the eternal purpose 
of God. And whether or not the unsaved 
man thinks he is free to choose salvation, 
we know that God says that he is not 
(John 1:13; Rom. 9:16), and that his sal- 
vation is due entirely to God's initiative 
(Jas. 1:18). It is when we learn this 
wonderful series of truths that all life 
begins to take on new meaning—divine 
meaning. It is the born-again man who has 
the free will. The servant knew that there 
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FOR THE 


NEW YEAR? 


Before each one of us unfolds a New Year with untold 


opportunities and responsibilities .. . 
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thousands may study God’s Word... 


therein to find strength 


and encouragement for the Christian life. 


This faith broadcast presents an opportunity. . . 
. but to interested-Christian friends as well... 


alone .. 


not to Dr. Barnhouse 
for it is the 
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In 1952... 


put God’s work first! Write today. 
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was a divine plan and a divine appoint- 
ment. His one care was that he might be 
in harmony with the plan. 

LORD, GIVE US GRACE TO ACKNOWLEBGE 
THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THY WILL. 


THEREBY SHALL | KNOW (24:14) January 19 
It is the knowledge of the sovereignty 
of God and the certainty of the divine plan 
that brings the assurance that the heart so 
sorely needs in life. We have learned in 
the very root of our sub-consciousness— 
probably from the fact that we fell down 
so often when we were learning to walk— 
that we can never depend completely upon 
ourselves. All of life is carefully ordained 
by God to reinforce this awareness in the 
hearts of His children and to make life 
difficult for those who resist the direction 
of His will. It is when we learn to go along 
with God that we enter into the full as- 
surance of faith. It is thereby that we can 
know that all things work together for our 
good, because we love Him and are the 
called according to His purpose (Rom. 
8:28). To have learned this truth and to 
be guided by it in life is the fullness of 
peace. 
LORD, MAY WE EVER MOVE WITH THEE. 
: January 20 
BEFORE HE HAD DONE SPEAKING (24:15) 
God has long range plans but they are 
all composed of short range plans. There 
is a plan for the life but there is also a 
plan for the moment. The believer who is 
seeking to be yielded to the movement of 
the Holy Spirit and to be taught of the 
Word of God, will always have the inner 
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sense that God is doing all things well and 
that life at the very instant is being handed 
to us by the Lord Himself. At the moment 
I am writing these I have a deep-rooted 
sense of being totally where God wants me 
to be, doing exactly what God wants me 
to do. If you do not have that same sense, 
you had better put aside all, -all thirigs 
until the whole framework of your life has 
been adjusted so that you can expect the 
great immanent presence of God the Lord 
in every movement of life. Then prayer will 
be a fixed practice and the glance to God 
will bring the answer while we are yet 
speaking. 
LORD, MAY WE NOT BE SATISFIED WITH 
ANYTHING LESS THAN BEING DRENCHED 
WITH THY WILL. 

Janvary 21 
THE DAMSEL WAS VERY FAIR TO LOOK UPON 
(24:16) 

There are several people in the Bible to 
whom God ascribes physical beauty. Twice 
we read it of the infant Moses (Acts 7:20; 
Heb. 11:23). We read of this fairness in 
those who are condemned for lack of 
beauty in the inward parts (1 Sam. 16:6, 
7). We read that God desires truth in the 
inward parts (Psa. 51:6), and that the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit is in 
the sight of God of great price (1 Pet. 
3:4). If we put all of the teaching of the 
Bible together, we could draw the conclu- 
sion that God hates glamour but that He 
loves beauty. He is the author of all 
beauty. The typical teaching here is, of 
course, that the Bride of Christ is a glori- 
ous Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or 





PRAY 


I will, the Lord en- 
abling me, pray for the 
salvation of the Jews, of 
whom my own Saviour 
came. 


GIVE 
I shall do my part 
in giving the Gospel : 
to the Jews, for they 311 Aus 
were Jews who first 
preached Christ to my Gentile 
forefathers. 


YZ REMEMBER 
I shall also remember the 
Jewish Christians, suffering dis- 
tress and discomfort in many 
parts of the world, for this is my 
Saviour’s will, and such was His 
love for them. 




















any such thing (Eph. 5:27), a fit com- 
panion for the One who is altogether lovely 
(Song 5:16). 
LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT WE HAVE 
BECOME BEAUTIFUL THROUGH THY LOVE. 
January 22 
LET ME DRINK A LITTLE WATER OF THY 
PITCHER (24:17) 

Having reached his destination and hav- 
ing prayed for the guidance and blessing 
of God, and in order that he might know 
surely’ the will of God, the servant asked 
God that the woman might of her own 
accord offer to draw water for all his 
camels. He could hardly have thought of 
a better test, because a girl who would 
freely make such an offer to a stranger 
would undoubtedly have a good disposition. 
In the one act there would be shown her 
humility, her industry, her good nature, 
and her extreme kindness. The act would 
be a pledge that she who could be so 
courteous and obliging to a _ passing 
stranger, would certainly act well as a 
wife. Thus is God testing us at every step 
of the way, and if we offer even a cup of 
cold water in His name we shall in no 
wise lose our reward (Mt. 10:42). 

LORD, MAKE US FARSIGHTED IN OUR TESTS. 


DRINK, MY LORD (24:18) January 23 

Many Christians act as though God had 
not put in a flat commandment the definite 
word: “Be courteous” (1 Pet. 3:8). 
Rebekah did not belong to the jazz age, 
and no born-again child of God should 
belong to it. We may be in the world, but 
we are not of it. So soon as a person knows 
salvation there should be the immediate 
beginning of hard work on every phase 
of character. Bringing into captivity every 
thought into the obedience of Christ 
(2 Cor. 10:5) is as definite a task as that 
which a young man sets before him when 
he is learning to swim and determine that 
he is going to become the world’s cham- 
pion. It is as definite a task as when a 
research scholar sets out to gather the 
material. for a ten volume work. And we 
shall know, among the first lessons, that 
we are to prefer others before ourselves 
(Rom. 12:10), and true courtesy will arise 
from the fact that we esteem others better 
than ourselves .(Phil. 2:3). 
LORD, MAY WE HONOR THEE BY BEING 
COURTEOUS. 

January 24 

| WILL DRAW FOR THY CAMELS ALSO (24:19) 

Rebekah was a child of the desert coun- 
try and she knew as much about camels 
as a Texas farm girl does about horses. 
She knew that one camel would drink 
more than twenty gallons and there were 
ten of them, and that meant an hour’s hard 
work. But she was not afraid of toil, and 
although she didn’t know it, she was about 
to be honored by God and man. Her name 
would become one of the universal names. 
She would become the mother of Jacob 
who would become Israel. Her words 
were an answer to prayer for they were 
the very words that the servant had speci- 
fied as a sign from God that was to mark 
the girl as the one who was to be the bride 
of Isaac and the mother of the line of the 
Messiah. If she had been afraid of getting 
rough hands, she would never have passed 
the test. 
LORD, GRANT US THE BEAUTY THAT DOES 
NOT FADE. 
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January 25 


‘SHE HASTED ... AND RAN... AND DREW 


FOR ALL HIS CAMELS (24:20) 

It is interesting to note that the girl did 
not perform a half-way task. In her offer 
she had said, “I will draw water for thy 
camels also, until they have done drink- 
ing.” Jacob (Gen. 29:10) and Moses (Ex. 
2:19) both got wives by drawing water 
from a well and giving to the flocks of 
the girls who came to care for them. But 
Rebekah got her bridegroom by doing all 
the work herself. There are many verses 
in the Bible which tell us that we are to 
be diligent. We are told: “Be not slothful 
in business (diligence); fervent in the 
spirit; serving the Lord (Rom. 12:11). 
We are exhorted: “Whatsoever ye do, do 
it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men” (Col. 3:23). We are told that we 
are to work “not with eyeservice, as men- 
pleasers” (Eph. 6:6). That, translated 
into modern American, says that we are 
to work, not as clock-watchers and boot- 
lickers. God wants His children to give 
sixty minutes of service for sixty minutes 
of pay, and to be willing to do the extra 
without thought of reward. 

LORD, MAKE US DILIGENT IN ALL THINGS. 


January 26 
THE MAN WONDERING AT HER HELD HIS 
PEACE (24:21) 

The Hebrew puts it: “The man, eagerly 
watching her, held his peace.” And well he 
might watch her with eagerness. There is 
something amazing to see the work and 
will of the Lord take shape under our 
eyes. We have thought, and prayed, and 
meditated earnestly for a long period of 
time over a given matter. We consider 
and plan, but always with a readiness to 
take a new line if the Lord shall lead in 
another direction. Then, suddenly, before 
our eyes, we see the plan of God take 
shape; something that we have not antici- 
pated happens in a moment and we are 
left in amazement and worship at the ways 
of God. The text shows that the servant 
had not thought this plan out in advance, 
but that it came to his mind, full-born, and 
that its accomplishment was so close to 
the conception of the thought that it was 
almost inconceivable from a human point 
of view. 

LORD, WE WORSHIP THEE FOR THY WAYS. 


January 27 

EARRING . . . BRACELETS OF GOLD (24:22) 
Not only was the servant tactful, cour- 
teous and patient, but now he shows him- 
self to be wise. The gifts which he brought 
out and presented to the girl would be as 
meaningful to her as a diamond solitaire 
on the third finger of the left hand would 
be to a girl in our civilization. The ring 
was not an earring in our sense, but a 
large ring for the nose (see v. 47), and 
the bracelets were for each arm. They 
were the typical ornaments of a bride. The 
gifts were given even before the servant 
mentioned his errand or spoke of his 
master or his master’s son. He is an am- 
bassador upon a mission, and he must act 
in accordance with the wealth and fame of 
the one he represents. The family will 
know, at the first sight of the gifts, that 
a momentous and serious occasion has 
arisen. Thus must we show the ornaments 


of God in our face and hands even before. 
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men know whose we are and whom we 
serve. 


LORD, MAY WE REFLECT CHRIST. 
28 


1 AM THE DAUGHTER OF BETHUEL (24:24) 

The words must have struck the serv- 
ant’s ears with wonder. Here was a girl 
who was the granddaughter of Abraham’s 
own brother, and an illustration of how 
God’s sovereignty moves in families. The 
covenant that had been made to Abraham 
was extending already to his Gentile 
relatives. The promise of sheer grace had 
been, “In thee shall all the families of the 
earth be blessed,” and a typical fulfillment 
was seen already. Believers may know 
that their natural love for their loved 
ones is not unseen by God. This is why 
there are so many promises to parents for 
their. children and why there is so much 
hope in the Word for any who are really 
burdened for the salvation of loved ones. 
We can be sure that wherever there is a 
divinely-given burden there will be a 
divinely-provided answer. God is faithful, 
LORD, WE COMMIT OUR LOVED ONES TO THY 
GRACE. 
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Janvery 29 
THE MAN BOWED . . . AND WORSHIPPED 
THE LORD (24:26) 
. We cannot but admire the goodness of 
the Lord. A faithful servant who loved 
his master Abraham, had set out on a long 
journey to perform a most delicate task. 
He might have wondered how long it 
would take him to find the right girl for 
Isaac, but he had evidently committed the 
matter so thoroughly to the Lord that there 
was an immediate answer. But to discover 
that God had led him so directly to the 
object of His divine appointing was cause 
indeed for worship. His was not a search 
for a needle in a haystack. It was an 
errand which had been planned and ar- 
ranged by the Lord God, and was going 
through to completion in record time. His 
dependence had been on the Lord alone, 
and he at once acknowledged the divine 
action, submitted, and worshipped. Thus 
should we be with the falling into place 
of all of the diverse patterns of life. 
LORD, MAY WE SEE THEE IN ALL OUR 
CIRCUMSTANCES. January 30 
THE LORD GOD HATH NOT LEFT DESTITUTE 
MY MASTER (24:27) 

The servant realized that the marvelous 
way in which his path had brought him to 
his desired end linked the providential 
guidance to the covenant of God to Abra- 
ham. There are many evidences between 
the lines of the narrative of these chapters 
about Abraham which show that the cove- 
nant, the call, and the promises were con- 
stant matters of discussion. God was the 
center of all their thought. The many 
discussions concerning the birth of the 
child, the rejection of Ishmael and the 
choice of Isaac, the circumstances of the 
latter’s birth, all show that the covenant 
was the center of thinking and doing. The 
fact that the servant had accepted circum- 
cision shows that he knew himself a part 
of the covenant. In accepting the fact that 
what had now happened to him was a result 
of the Lord’s promises to Abraham, the 
man was once more putting himself on the 
ground of sheer grace. 

LORD, HELP US TO REMEMBER THAT ALL 
COMES FROM THINE HEART. 
MERCY AND TRUTH (24:27) January 31 

This passage shows us that a circum- 
stance of life can be the means of remind- 
ing us of eternal facts. If our lives are 
surrendered to Him, He will be leading 
us always, and though the world may speak 
of chance or coincidence, there will be 
within our hearts the certain knowledge 
that God is working things after the 
counsel of His will. The finding of a bride 
for Isaac was the demonstration of the 
mercy of God and the truth of God. The 
provision was an act of mercy far beyond 
anything the servant dreamed, for he could 
not see that the lineage of the Saviour was 
involved. And the provision was an act of 
truth, for it showed that God was faithful 
to all the promises which He had made to 
Abraham. The next time the Lord does 
something for you in the trivial details of 
life, realize that His mercy and truth are 
involved, and the acts will leap from the 
trivial to the divinely appointed and you 
will glorify Him anew and therein be 
blessed. 

LORD, MAY WE SEE THEE IN THE DAILY 
ROUND OF LITTLE THINGS. 





THE ART OF LIVING 
(Continued from Page 17) 
the theme of this article, which is 
total leisure, leisure for the whole 
man. Many of us retain the happiest 
memories of a Bible conference spent 
by the sea or in the country. The 
experience was indeed a foretaste of 
Heaven. Why was this? Well, there 
were plenty of games and recrea- 
tions, tennis, rambling, swimming, 
football, cycling and so on. But there 
was also plenty of food for thought: 
the study book, the discussion group, 
the lectures, the questions and an- 
swers, the personal chats: Then there 
was that third strand: the morning 
and evening prayers, the Sunday 
worship, the Lord’s table, the Bible 
readings, the sharing of spiritual 
experience. Every part of our many- 
sided and complex nature found ex- 
pression and recreation. We felt that 
the apostles’ prayer was being an- 
swered: ‘‘May the God of peace 
Himself sanctify you wholly; and 
may your spirit and soul and body 
be kept sound and blameless’’ (1 
Thess. 5:23, R.S.V.). This is the 
true art of leisure, the real secret of 
health or wholeness. We should never 
be content with less. 


(All rights reserved. This article may not 
be reproduced either in part or in its 
entirety without the written permission of 
the authors.) 
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EDITORIALS 
(Continued from Page 15) 


to get a few signatures? Tabulate 
the results and write to the execu- 
tive secretary of P.O.A.U. telling 
how many such signatures you have 
received, naming the geographical 
district in which you live, (for 
political purposes), and then hold 
the signed covenants until you are 
informed what is to be’ done with 
them. 

If we could secure several million 
signatures to such a pledge, espe- 
cially in the states where the politi- 
cal balance of power is a narrow one 
(New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wis- 
consin), we might stem the tide. 


THe END 
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TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from Page 10) 


the exalted moments, the spirit 
glimpses strange and thrilling vistas 
of experience, and passes easily to 
a knowledge no philosophy can 
teach. 

The ‘‘knowledge’’ in the verse 
suggests colder stuff. It is the truth 
that finds its expression in precise 
speech, and logical systems. It is 
the material of theology and apolo- 
getics. There is a borderland where 
the two realms of this verse blend 
and blur, and that borderland varies 
with the personality. The important 
fact to remember is that in these 
odd minds of ours all manner of 
mysticism and knowledge can dwell 
—without love. We can be versed 
in the ‘‘Keswick teaching’ and 
expert in theology, and lack the 
prime grace of the spirit. Paul 
speaks from personal experience. 
Study Ephesians 3:4, and 2 Corin- 
thians 2:6. He claims insight into 
the mysteries of faith, and knowl- 
edge of revelation. His verdict is 
that both claims might well be true, 
and avail nothing. Faith itself, faith 
to ‘‘remove mountains,’’ faith that 
balks at no difficulty, can similarly 
subsist without the gentle spirit of 
Christ. The infinitive is present, and 
might convey the thought ‘‘remove 
mountain after mountain.’’ Such a 
man might appear to do wonders, 
and remain personally worthless. 
We are strange creatures! 


VERSE THREE 

‘‘ And though I portion out all my 
goods, and surrender my. body to be 
burned, and have not love, I gain no 
advantage.’’ 

The apostle passes next to love- 
less self-sacrifice. It is obvious that 
a man ean give away his possessions 
from a variety of motives. ‘‘Let the 
man who shares out his wealth,’’ 
says Paul elsewhere (Rom. 12:8), 
‘do so in ‘sineerity.’’ A wealthy 
man can give his thousands ‘‘to 
charity’’ to reduce his super-tax, to 
compromise with his conscience, to 
advertise his business. Men give like 
heathen, to acquire merit, like the 
Pharisees, in ostentation. The gift, 





as Lowell puts it, ‘‘without the 
giver is bare,’’ It is the motive and 
the reality of the sacrifice which 
counts. The Lord put that fact on 
record for all time as he watched 
the rich toss their easy shekels into 
the treasury. 

The verb Paul uses in this phrase 
is interesting. Psomos, or its diminu- 
tive psomion, means a morsel of 
food. The word is used of the morsel 
or ‘‘sop’’ passed to Judas at the 


‘Last Supper. The verb is used of 


“ec 


nurses feeding infants ‘‘morsel by 
morsel.’’ Paul uses it in Romans 
12:20—“‘If . your enemy hunger 
give him something to eat.’’ In the 
passage before us it suggests a 
piecemeal giving of one’s capital, to 
the needy, maybe, but little by 
little, in a manner calculated to 
extract the utmost glory from the 
act. 

The second half of the verse is the 
most amazing. Can martyrdom be 
faced in loveless ostentation? Yes, 
apparently, and history bears out 
Paul’s statement. It is not mere 
hyperbole. ‘‘To what extent,’’ asks 
Firth in his life of Constantine, 
‘‘did the Christians (of the last 
great persecution) pile with their 
own hands the faggots round the 
stakes to which they were tied? It 
is significant that some churches 
found it necessary to condemn the 
extraordinary exaltation of spirit 
which drove men and women to 
force themselves upon the notice of 
the authorities, and led them to 
regard flight from danger as culp- 
able weakness. They not only did 
not encourage but strictly forbade 
the overthrowing of pagan statues 
by zealous Christians anxious to 
testify to their faith. Yet in spite 
of all these efforts martyrdom was 
constantly courted by rash and ex- 
citable natures in the frenzy of 
religious fanaticism.’’ The historian 
proceeds to examples. Theodotus of 
Amasia in Pontus set fire to the 
temple of Cybele, and then boasted 
of his deed. Often such martyrs 
were -mere children. Such was 
Eulalia of Merida, a girl of twelve, 
whose parents suspecting her in- 
tention, had taken her into the 
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She escaped, and rushing into the 
court, as a foolish Latin hymn puts 
it, stood proudly before the tribunal 
and proclaimed her faith. The 
judge, instead of ordering the child 
to be removed, began to argue with 
her. Eulalia spat in his face. The 
end was torture and the stake, and 
in later centuries flower festivals, 


and a quite charming poem from’ 


Prudentius. But, as Firth remarks, 
‘‘even his graceful verses do not 
reconcile us to the pitiful futility 
of such child-martyrdom.”’ 

The instances might be multi- 
plied. Eusebius tells us of a band of 
eight Christian youths at Caesarea, 
who confronted the governor, Or- 
banus, in a body shouting, ‘‘ We are 
Christians,’’ and of another youth 
named Aphianus, who, while read- 
ing the Scriptures, heard the voice 
of the heralds summoning the peo- 
ple to sacrifice. He at once made his 
way to the governor’s house, and, 
just as Orbanus was in the act of 
offering libation, Aphianus caught 
his arm and upbraided him for his 
idolatry. He fiung his life away. 

In the catalogue of mental mala- 
dies there is an ill called masochism. 
It is the perversion which delights 
in self-torment. In the early age of 
the Church such spirits sought 
martyrdom. In the later age, when 
such an outlet was denied, they 
turned to hermitry, lived like 
Simeon, in an awful squalor and 
endless misery, on an uplifted pillar, 
wallowed in swamps and dens of 
the earth, endured fakir tortures, 
or tormented themselves with star- 
vation and nauseating foods. 

There is a curious variant reading 
from the verb in this clause. The 
change of one letter could turn ‘‘to 
be burned,’’ into ‘‘for a boast.’’ The 
second reading is not well-attested, 
and it makes no essential difference 
to the meaning. Those who court 
suffering in pride and ostentation 
and not in the spirit of Christ, 
suffer ‘‘for a boast.’’ In such cases 
we are ‘‘profited nothing.’’ It is 
interesting to trace this word in 
other contexts. It occurs in Matthew 
27:24, ‘‘when Pilate saw that he 
could prevail nothing,’’ in modern 
colloquialism that is, ‘‘that ‘he was 
getting nowhere.’’ Paul uses it in 
Galatians 5:2. Only love from 
purest motive brings advantage, 
and all other advantage is worth- 
less. ‘‘How can you believe,’’ asked 
the Lord, ‘‘when you receive glory 
from another, and seek not the glory 
that comes from God alone ?’’ 


(To be continued) 
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(Read: Proverbs 3:28) 


N.B. Before he sent forth his appeal, he secured the endorsement of the BOARD of the 
HOLLAND BAPTIST UNION. 






Here we print the prayer requests 
of our readers. If you have a real 
burden and will promise to pray with 
us for all of the requests set forth 
here, write to us. We will assign a 
number to your requést and print it. 


Many readers have written asking 
prayer for the salvation of unsaved 
relatives and friends, and: for the 
restoration to fellowship of those 
who know the Lord. Let us pray for 
all those who have written concern- 
ing these problems and for all of our 
readers in whose homes these prob- 
lems exist. 
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Medical missionaries in India en- 
gaged in an expanding work are 
looking forward to a furlough home 
in ’53. They write ‘‘Our going home 
depends on finding a Christian staff 
to replace us, especially a Christian 
doctor.’’ Join them in prayer in the 
matter. 
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A widowed subscriber writes: 
‘May I ask to be remembered in a 
request for prayer. To be strength- 
ened in faith and for the problem 
now confronting me given guidance, 
help, and direction by God. That I 
may be able to maintain my own 
home and not become a burden to 


anyone.’ 





Requests come to us from mission- 
aries and personal workers for con- 
cordances to assist them in their 
work. Readers who send them to 
Eternity, 1716 Spruce Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. may be sure they will 
be put to good use. 








CEYLON and INDIA 

GENERAL MISSION 

Our ministry in India includes— 
INDIGENOUS CHURCHES 


As the Lord provides, we lengthen our 
cords and strengthen our stakes. 


Address the Secretary-Treasurer 
542 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, Illinois 














ETERNITY 












Christianity on the Move! 





















_Meuw PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES 
Foe GROUP PARTICIPATION 


Sermons 


by many famous preachers: Moody, Spurgeon, Luther, 
Calvin, Knox, Wesley, Whitefield, Dixon, etc. 





Must 


of beloved hymns and church music, beautifully played 





on the organ, and sung by trained choral groups. 


For the first time in history, pastorless groups can | OTE Y | ed ed ka 
enjoy a complete year-round series of full length ; 
church services with famous sermons by the great Eas y-t o-shi p 
preachers of the past and present. Pocket-size fine 


, fidelity tape recordings, which can be played by any- 


ELECTRIC TAPE 
PLAYING MACHINE 


one on small portable tape playing machines, contain 
two one-hour services. From printed programs provided 
with the recordings, groups of any size can follow the Pn omolhiaielahm olulcaalelt-ma-relelig-re 
service—including prayers, hymns, and _ scripture 


: Cute caod | abycacgiaile 
readings. Csy-Thesalalelala-toimialgelele 


NA -1-1 4 Naohai-ialale| 

PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES is produced by 

a non-profit organization, and can be rented at a 
remarkably low cost. Services are available for only 
$5 a week ($20-a-month payments can be arranged), 
including rental of a nationally-known tape playing 
machine. Rental of recordings of services without the 





) tape playing machine is $3 a week. 


PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 







Gentlemen: 
[J Please send complete descriptive data on 
PORTABLE CHURCH SERVICES. 



















CITY ZONE STATE 











Enclosed is my gift of $...............:ccecceseseee for this much needed ministry. - 





Get a Bible-centered pastoral 
preparation! Write today for a 
catalog and picture book. 


Address 


Office of Admissions, 
Room ET229 


ACCREDITED IN 








Gaining a thorough knowledge of the Word and how to use it is the most 


important part of this three-year course. You become grounded in 
the English Bible and Christian theology . . . study the New Testa- 
ment in its original Greek ... . learn how to prepare and deliver 
sermons. . . receive training in the many other subjects which 


prepare a man for the ministry. 

Practical Christian work gives future pastors valuable experience. 
Their assignments include superintending and teaching Sunday 
schools, conducting teacher-training classes and prayer meetings, 
working in young people’s clubs, and doing house-to-house visitation. 

Moody’s 40,000-volume library, which includes rare and priceless 
works, provides pastoral students with extensive research facilities. 

Although various denominations have their own requirements for 
the ministry, men from many different groups are educated at the 
Institute. All over the United States, hundreds of churches of almost 
every denomination are experiencing the rich blessing of God today 
through the ministry of men prepared in Moody’s Pastors Course. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL ... EVANGELICAL 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 


Dr. William Culbertson, present * Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, pEAN 


COLLEGIATE DIVISION BY ACCREDITING ASSOCIATION OF BIBLE INSTITUTES AND BIBLE COLLEGES 








